a Voyage 


UP 

THE MEDITERRANEAN. 


CHAPTER I. 

PER VARTOS CASUS, PER TOT DI9CRIMINA RERUM. 


It is, I believe, a general and allowed principle, that to inlure 
fuccefs in war, the meafures of government lhould be carried 
into execution with fecrecy and difpatch. That fuch has been 
the cafe in almoft all the military adventures Of the French, 
mud be allowed. Though fOme lhare in the fuccefs they have 
fo often experienced, may be attributed to the fuperiority of 
their numbers, yet I will venture to aflert, that much more has 
been gained by the celerity of their movements, and the fe¬ 
crecy with which they have commenced their attacks, than 
with an equal number would have been obtained by thofe more 
regular governments whofe hands have been confined by coun- 
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fels, that muft clog the machine, though they are altogether 
indifpenfable to the wellbeing of the*ftate. 

The Expedition which the following pages will relate, is, 
however, free from the objection above alluded to, as it was 
planned with fecrecy, and executed with a promptnefs highly 
creditable to all concerned. It had been known by the Britifh 
government, that the French were preparing a powerful arma¬ 
ment whofe principal rendezvous was at Toulon', and the fea- 
ports in the Mediterranean; and from the number of tranfports 
and troops that were getting ready, it appeared that they me¬ 
ditated a defeent on fome of our allies in thofe feas. Rear 
Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfon was appointed to command a 
fquadron whofe object was to defeat the projects of General 
Buonaparte’s intended operations, whatever they might be; 
and about the latter end of April 1798, having his flag on 
board the Vanguard of 74 guns, he joined the fleet off Cadiz, 
under the command of Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent; and 
having received further orders from him, foon after arrived at 
Gibraltar, where he took in fome ftores and other necefTaries; 
and failed from thence on the 9th'of May, taking with him the 
Orion of 74 guns, commanded by Sir James Saumarez; and the 
Alexander, Captain Alexander Ball; with the Emerald and 
Terpfichore frigates, and Bonne Citoyen floop of war; and pro¬ 
ceeded towards Toulon to watch the motions of the enemy. 
In the mean time, the Earl of St. Vincent being apprized by 
government that a reinforcement would be fent to enable him 
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to ftrengthen Rear Admiral Nelfon’s fquadron, had made fuch 
arrangements in his fleet as might prevent all lofs of time. 
On the 34th of May, the^He&or, being on the look-out to the 
northward, made the flgnal for a fleet being in light, and foon 
after, that it was a fleet of men of war, conlifting of the Prince 
of 98 guns, Leviathan, Centaur, Montague, Powerful, Edgar, 
and Marlborough, of 74 guns; the Lion, of 64 guns, and the 
Succefs frigate and Incendiary firelhip; the whole under the 
command of Rear Admiral Sir Roger Curtis. No fooner was 
the flgnal feen, than the order for the advanced fquadron, then 
anchored off the mouth of the harbour of Cadiz, to get under 
weigh, and for the divifion under Sir Roger Curtis to take their 
ftation, was inftantly executed. 

It is here to be obferved, that the number of fhips that joined 
Lord St. Vincent from England, to replace thofe he had dif- 
patched with Admiral Nelfon, was eight fail of the line, one 
frigate, and a firelhip. The fleet fent with Admiral Nelfon, 
excluflve of his own fliip, conflfted of thirteen fail of the line, 
two frigates, and two brigs. Lord St. Vincent, aware of the 
poflibility of the French being in fuperior force than was at 
home imagined, weakened his own fleet to give the greater 
power to Admiral Nelfon’s; a conduct to be more admired, as 
it is not often pradtifed. Captain Troubridge in the Culloden, 
failed from the honourable pofl a which he had maintained off 


* That of Commander of the in-fhore fquadron forming the blockade of Cadiz. 
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Cadiz, in the evening of the 34th b of May 1798, having under 
his command the Bellerophon, Zealous, Defence, Majeftic, Mi¬ 
notaur, Goliath, Swiftfure, and Thpfeus. On the 37th we 
parted the Straits of Gibraltar, and were joined by the Auda¬ 
cious of 74 guns, and the Leander of 50 guns, who had been 
fome days there taking in water and other neceflarics. On the 
28 th we palled the little uninhabited illand of Albaran: it is 
quite flat; and with only low fhrubs and grals, which mull: be 
burnt up in fummer, maintained, I was informed, a great many 
hares and other game. It feems about three miles long, and 
is on the coaft of Fez, in lat. 36. At night we lay to. The 
next morning proceeded with a fair and pleafant breeze to the 
eaftward: on the 3 oth the lignal for feeing ftrange fhips was 
made by one of the fquadron; and the Commodore made that 
to prepare for battle, which was accordingly put in execution 
by the reft of the Ihips, by knocking down the bulkheads and 
keeping the quarters clear for the great guns; every article of 
ufelefs lumber being carried below, or thrown overboard. The 
Mutine brig was alfo directed to proceed to the northward of 
Majorca, in hopes of meeting the Admiral. The following day 
the Bellerophon and Swiftfure gave chace to a ftrange veflel; 
the latter being called in, fhe was fpoke by the former, and 

1 The fame day the Author was appointed to be Chaplain of the Swiftfure, and was received by his 
Commander, Captain Hallowell, with an hofpitality and kindnefs for which he begs here to make his 
public acknowledgments. To the Earl of St. Vincent, in addition to many other obligations, that of 
giving him, by this appointment, a firm and honourable friend in Captain Hallowell, excites his lively ' 
gratitude. 
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proved to be a merchantman from Sardinia: from her no in¬ 
telligence was obtained. On the third of June we met with 
fqualls of wind and rain, which, however, did not long annoy 
us. On the fixth, being near the rendezvous, Commodore 
Troubridge made the fignal for the Captains of the Swiftfure 
and Zealous to repair on board the Culloden; and on the next 
morning, the 7th of June, we faw the high hills behind Tou¬ 
lon, and two fail off that port; towards which we made all 
fail, and had the happinefs to find one of them to be the Van¬ 
guard, bearing the flag of Rear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfon. 
Our pleafure was however a good deal damped by perceiving 
that the muft have met with a fevere difafter in the lofs of her 
foremaft, having replaced it with a jury-foremaft. 

It appears, that on the 2 ad of May, being in the gulph of 
Lyons, a violent fquall of wind affailed the Admiral and his 
fquadron, carried away all his topmafts, and foon after his fore- 
maft lhared the fame fate: the other {hips were more fortunate; 
though in the fame gale of wind, they received no damage. 
During this gale the frigates difappeared, nor did they again join 
the fleet till fome days after the action in Aboukir Bay. This 
was a moment of infinite difficulty and danger, which however the 
fpirit and refolution of the Admiral were fully equal to combat. 
The French fleet was known to be only a few leagues diftant, 
having lately failed from the Bay of Toulon. Admiral Nelfon, 
with his little fquadron, bore up for the Ifland of Sardinia, and 
reached with difficulty the road of St. Pietro, where the go- 
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vernor endeavoured in vain to obftrudt his coming to an anchor. 
Britifh feamen in diftrefs are not eafily intimidated. After re¬ 
maining four days in this road without receiving the fmalleft 
afliftance from the natives, the Vanguard again put to fea with 
top-gallant yards acrofs, having fet up a jury-foremaft and re¬ 
placed her topmafts. The inhofpitality of the Sardinians muft 
have originated in the fear their government was under of the 
vengeance of the French republic, whofe tyranny at that mo¬ 
ment palfted with terror all the Italian ft ate s; .but what have 
they gained by their fervility? After receiving repeated infults, 
many of them have undergone a total change in their conftitu- 
tion, have been drained of all their valuable property by re¬ 
peated requifltions and forced loans, and at laft annexed to the 

,y, 

dominions of their infulting falfe friends, or made over by way 
of exchange to fome other power. 

The Leander was the fame evening ordered to look out for 
the Orion and Alexander, and we continued lying to off Tou¬ 
lon. In the evening of the 9th, the Orion, and at three o’clock 
the following morning, the Alexander, Leander, and Mutine, 
joined the fleet, having immediately made fail after the French 
fleet which, under the command of General Buonaparte, had 
failed from Toulon on the 30th of May, with 15 fail of the 
line, befides frigates and gun veflels, and 300 fail of tranfports, 
having 40,000 troops on board. Whither they were gone, and 
what their objecft might be, was as yet totally unknown to us. 
Our firft point of refearch was Naples, knowing that there had 
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exifted ftrong fymptoms on the part of the new republic of 
attacking that weak and impolitic monarchy. Our fleet now 
confifted of the following fhips. 


The Vanguard of 70 guns, 


fCapt. Berry, bearing 
t Sir H. Nelfon’s flag. 


Orion 74 Capt. Sir J. Saumarez, 


Culjoden 

74 • 

Bellerophon 74 . 

Minotaur 

74 • 

Defence 

74 • 

Alexander 

74 • 

Zealous 

74 • 

Audacious 

74 • 

Goliath 

74 • 

Majeftic 

74 • 

Leander 

'50 • 

Swiftfure 

74 • 

Thefeus 

74 • 

And Mutine Brig 

16 . 


. . Thomas Troubridge, 
. . H. Defterre Darby, 

. . Thomas Louis, 

. . J. Peyton, 

. . Alexander J. Ball, 

. . Samuel Hood, 

. . Davidge Gould, 

. . Thomas Foley, 

. . G. B. Weftcote, 

. . T. B. Thompfon, 

. . Ben. Hallowell, 

. . R. Willet Miller, 

. . Thomas M. Hardy. 


Previous to the junction of the fleet, the Orion and Alex¬ 
ander fell in with 15 fail of Spanifh merchantmen, two of 
which they captured, but were called off by the Admiral, who 
did not wifti to rifk a failure of his more important object for 
the fake of prizes. By thefe means the Spaniards had the good 
fortune to efcape. On the 1 ath we were off Cape Corfe, the 
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northern promontory of Corfica, and in the evening saw Ca- 
praia, and lay to, off the Ifle of Elba; and the Mutine was dis¬ 
patched for intelligence to Civita Vecchia. The winds were 
light and variable, the climate foft and pleafant; the next day, 
however, the Iky was overcaft, and we were aflailed by torrents 
of rain, accompanied by molt vivid lightnings, and heavy peals 
of thunder. During this grand difplay of nature in her robes of 
terror, we were entertained by one of thofe curious pheno¬ 
mena which ufed to create fo much alarm to the fuperftitious 
ancients, a water fpout; it frequently varied its form, and was 
often of a bended ftiape, like an S: at length it burft, and the 
fpace where it fell was whitened with foam. In the evening 
the weather cleared up, and we pafled the fmall and flat ifland 
oi Planofa, on the north point of which we difcovered a few 
buildings, but at this time no appearance of inhabitants. Se¬ 
veral of thefe iflands are ufed as a fummer refidence for the 
poorer farmers from the neighbouring places, who bring their 
families and cattle with them: the latter always find plenty of 
feed, and the former employ themfelves in fiftiing. There are 
alfo hares and other game in the iflands. But, alas! fuch is 
the infecurity of thefe feas, that it fometimes happens that a 
lingle Algerine corfair will make a defcent upon the helplefs 
and pufillanimous inhabitants, carry oflF all their cattle, and not 
uncommonly make flaves of the proprietors themfelves. This 
day a fiftiing-boat was deferied by the fleet; the Alexander 
flood towards her, and found flie had been left by her crew 
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flood towards her, and found {he had been left by her crew, 
and fcuttled. Fr6m fubfeguent information I have reafon to 
believe lhe had been met by the French fleet, her men taken 
out to reinforce their crews, and fo left: for this we find was 
their mode of action with whatever they fell in with; neutrals 
or enemies were alike to them. 

On the 14th, having a frefh breeze from the N.N.W. we 
pafled the ifland Gianuti, on the coafl of Tufcany, near which 
the Leander fpoke a Moorifh veflel that gave information of the 
French being at Syracufe in Sicily: the Mutine joined, without 
having obtained any intelligence. On the 15th inftant, with a 
light breeze, we pafled the iflands of Palmaria and Ponza, the 
former rocky and uninhabited, the latter well cultivated, and 
rendered pleafing to the view by a village, feveral detached 
houfes, and a white watch-tower on an eminence: to the fouth- 
ward we faw the little ifland called Le Botte, which at a dif- 
tance has frequently been miftaken for a fail. On the 16th, 
we pafled the ifland Ventotiene, on which is a large handfome 
white building, and on a fmall ifland near, a walled-in place like 
barracks; we had no opportunity of knowing what it was. In 
the evening we arrived off the ifland of Ifchia, which forms the 
north-weft boundary of the Bay of Naples. The next morning 
the fleet made fail into the Bay; Captain Troubridge and Cap¬ 
tain Hardy were difpatched to Sir William Hamilton, the Britifh 
Ambaflador, from whom they received all the intelligence that 
had reached him, and learned that the French fleet had not entered 
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that port, but were gone to the fouthward, having coafted the 
ifland of Sardinia. It fince appeared, they had fent in to Cag¬ 
liari, and were informed by our Conful (an Italian 0 ) of the crip¬ 
pled ftate of Admiral Nelfon’s fhip, but that he expected a 
reinforcement of thirteen fail of the line. This account the Ad¬ 
miral purpofely left with him, knowing that he would report it 
to the French the firft opportunity, Ihould they vifit that port. 

c Many of the Consuls employed by our government, are foreigners; whether it is beneficial to our 
commerce that it should be so, is not for me to decide. 
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CHAPTER II. 


“ Dextrum Scylla latus, laevum implacata Charybdis 
“ Obsidet, atque imo barathri tcr gurgite vastos 
“ Sorbet in abruptum fluctus, rursusque sub auras 
“ Eriget alternos, et sidera verberat uuda.” jEn. 3. v. 420. 

The Admiral having now fome clue to go by, failed from the 
Bay of Naples in full hopes of falling in with the French fleet, 
the conqueft of which he could not but anticipate, well know¬ 
ing the unanimous fentiments that pervaded the fleet he com¬ 
manded, the tried bravery of many of his captains, and the 
fpirit of all. Light airs prevailed, a mortifying circumftance at 
fuch a moment, and we found ourfelves very little to the fouth- 
ward of the Bay of Naples on the 18th. On the 19th we dill 
hung on the coaft of the Upper Calabria, from whence we had 
a view of the Burning Mountain on the ifland Stromboli; in 
the evening we palled within a few leagues of it, and had a 
fine view of the pi&urefque appearance of a volcano by night. 
The next cj^y we faw the other Lipari iflands, and had a diftant 
view of Sicily, with Mount iEtna, whofe fummit, though con- 
flantly emitting flame and fmoke, is covered with perennial 
fnows. We now made for the far-famed Straits of Meflina, 
and had the honour of being the firft European fleet of men 
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of war, in modern times, pafling the dangers of Scylla and Cha- 
ribdis. Whatever dangers might formerly have given occafion 
to the celebrated fictions of the ancient poets, we found none, 
but with a full fail entered the Straits, pafling clofe by the 
caftle, or what is generally called the Faro of Meflina, a.fquare 
red tower like a church fteeple, near which are fome indif¬ 
ferent buildings, the habitations of fifhermen: there is always 
a fmall garrifon in the caftle. 

As we pafled within a few miles of the rock of Scylla, I took 
the opportunity of making a drawing of it, which is here given. 
The town bearing the fame name, is built on the neck of land 
that connects it with the main, and has a beautiful effect from 
the fea view; an old caftle crowns the rock. Near this place a 
Calabrian prince, arid 4473 of his people, were fwept into the 
deep by a tremendous wave, occafioned by the dreadful earth¬ 
quakes that defolated Calabria and the oppofite fhores of Sicily 
in the year 1783; of which Sir William Hamilton fent a very 
accurate account to the Royal Society; but the nervous poetic 
defcription of this calamity from the pen of the late Mr. Cow- 
per, is so truly defcriptive, that I {hall here beg leave to tran- 
fcribe it, as I am sure every feeling mind muft receive enter¬ 
tainment from it. 

* 

Alas for Sicily! rude fragments now 

Lie fcatter’d where the ihapely column Hood. 

Her palaces are dull. In all her ftreets 
The voice of linging and the Iprightly chord 
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Are filent. Revelry, and dance, and thow, 

* Suffer a fyncope and folemn paute. 

While God performs upon the trembling Rage 
Of his own works his dreadful part alone. 

How does the earth receive him ? With what ligns 
Of gratulation and delight, her king? 

Pours Ihe not all her choice# fruits abroad. 

Her fweeteft flow’rs, her aromatic gums, 

Ditclofing Paradife where'er he treads ? 

Shp quakes at his approach. Her hollow womb 
Conceiving thunders, through a thoufand deeps 
And fiery caverns, roars beneath his feet. 

The hills move lightly, and the mountains linoke. 
For he has touch’d them. From th’ extreme# point 
Of elevation down into th’ abyts. 

His wrath is bufy and his frown is felt. 

The rocks fall headlong and the vallies rile. 

.The Sylvan tcene 

Migrates uplifted, and with all its toil 
Alighting in far diftant fields, finds out 
A new pofieflor, and furvives the change. 

Ocean has caught the frenzy, and upwrought 
To an enormous and o’erbearing height, 

Npt by a mighty wind, but by that voice * 

Which winds and waves obey, invades the thore 
Refiftlets. Never fuch a fudden Rood, 

Upridg’d fo high, and tent on fuch a charge, 
PotTefs’d an inland tcene. Where now the throng 
That prefs’d the beach, and, hafty to depart, 

Look’d to the tea for lafety ? They are gone! 

Gone with the refluent wave into the deep, 

A Prince with half his people!... 
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As our fquadron entered the Straits of Mefljina feveral 
boats, with many of the principal people of that city and the 
neighbourhood, came off to us, who exprefled their joy and 
fatisfadtion at feeing a Britifh fleet, when they difeovered the 
object of our purfuit, being apprehenfive that the next vifit of 
the French marauders, after the capture of Malta, was deftined 
for their coaft. From the Britifh Conful we learned that the 
iflands of Malta and Goza had fallen into the hands of the 

t 

French, by the treachery of the Grand Mafter and fome of the 
Knights of Malta; who, forgetful of the foleinn oaths, by which 
their order was bound to fupport the independence of it, had 
contrived, by various means, to prevent any oppofition being 
made by the garrifon: many of the batteries were totally un¬ 
provided with any means of defence, fome of the cartridges 
were filled with fand, and the fhot too large for the guns; yet 
this conqueft, as Buonaparte pompoufly ftiles it, is boafted of 
by the French, as one of their brilliant exploits. Here I can¬ 
not help obferving, that the perfidious condudt of our enemy 
has recoiled upon his own head. Malta, pofleffing perhaps the 
fineft harbour'for its fize, and certainly the ftrongefi: fortifica¬ 
tions in the world, has now fallen into our poffeffion, which 
otherwife never could have happened; as the well known juf- 
tice and honour of our government would have forbidden any 
attack upon an unoffending ftate, however weak and unpro- 
tedted it might have been. But fince the fortune of war has 
fairly Ibrought this ifland under our dominion, 1 cannot avoid 
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exprefling an ardent wifli and hope, in which I am fure of be¬ 
ing joined by all who are acquainted with the value and impor¬ 
tance of it, that whatever may be the claims and demands of 
our opponents when the terms of peace come under confidera- 
tion, we may ftill retain this place. As long as we are pof- 
fefled of the trident of the/eas, and by that means enabled to 
throw in fupplies of provifions and ammunition, it cannot be 
taken from us: and flnce it affords at all times a commodious 
harbour for our fhipping, and commands the entrance of the 
Archipelago, its importance to our commerce in thefe feas, is 
incalculable. 

The paflage of our fleet through the Straits of Meflina muft 
have afforded a grand fpedfacle to the multitudes who beheld it 
from the fhore; who hailed our arrival with acclamations of joy 
and gratitude, which conveyed to our minds the higheft gratifi¬ 
cation. To us the furrounding fcenery was truly grand; the 
channel, narrow d at the entrance, widened as we proceeded, and 
opened a difplay of pidturefque beauty that beggars all deferip- 
tion. The rapidity with which we were carried by the current 
and the wind, prevented any long infpedlion of particular places; 
at the fame time it rendered the change of objects more pleaf- 
ing and diverfified. On the left, the high mountains of Ca¬ 
labria, fo lately fhaken to their foundation by earthquakes, pre- 
fented objects of infinite variety; the town of Regio forms a 

4 The entrance of the Straits between the Coda de Volpe on the Calabrian lhore, and the point or pro¬ 
montory of Peloros in Sicily, is fearceiy more than a -mile over. At Meffina the channel is four miles 
broad, and from thence it rapidly widens till it opens again into the Mediterranean. 
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very beautiful feature in the landfcape; it is fituated at the bale 
of the mountains, on the banks of a river which appeared to 
have owed its origin to one of thole concuftions of nature that 
have often changed the face of the country. 

On the right, the city of Mefiina, with its handfome build¬ 
ings, adorned with fpires and fteeples, prefented a fine fore¬ 
ground to that fide of the picture. Behind the town, on an 
eminence, is feen the caftle, which, though it commands the 
harbour and town, is itfelf overlooked by high lands; from which 
it would foonbe reduced by an invading army, that might eafily 
gain thofe heights. 

The far-famed Charybdis is fituated near the entrance of the 
harbour; and by ancient hiftorians and poets we are told, that 
fhips, fucked into the vortex of the whirlpool, were in imminent 
danger from the violent commotion of the waters, by which 
the helm loft its power, and the feamen’s exertions were ren¬ 
dered vain, fo that with the moft favourable wind they could 
not gain the port. The noife occafioned by the tumult of 
the waves, gave rife to the fictions of poets, who likened it to 
a voracious monfter roaring for its prey; and by them the paf- 
fage of thefe Straits has been defcribed as the moft dangerous 
adventure that mariners could undertake. In thofe days we 
find, that fhips were obliged to go as near as poflible to the Ca¬ 
labrian fhore, in order to avoid the whirlpool; and then they ran 
a haza$l of being carried on the rock Scylla, and dafhed to 
pieces * againft its rugged fides. From this circumftanae arofe 
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the proverb, 4 incidit in Scyllam, cupiens vitare Chaiybdim,’ 
applied to thofe who, in their endeavour to avoid one danger, 
fall into another. But we found none of thefe difficulties. 
Perhaps the conftant friction of the waters has worn away the 
rocks and ffioals that obftru&ed the pafTage, and given more 
ample room to the current, which, however, is now extremely 
rapid. 

As we failed down the Straits our eyes were regaled with a 
view of flourifhing corn-fields, vineyards, orchards, and planta¬ 
tions. Cultivation, though in fome places negle&ed, in others 
was carried high up the fide of the mountains, on the fum- 
mits of which appeared towns or villages, with here and there 
detached lioufes, churches, and convents. Towering over all, 
we beheld the majeffic heights of Mount JE tna, whofe fum- 
mit, whitened with perpetual fnows, was feen frequently 
above the clouds emitting volumes of fmoke that fometimes 
afeended to a vaft height; at others, came rolling down its 
fides. 


* Portus ab acceflu ventorum immotus, et ingens 
Ipfe; fed horrificis juxta tonat AEtna minis, 
Interdumque atram prorumpit ad aethera nubem, 
Turbine fumantem piceo et candente favilla;' 
Adtollitque globos flammarum, et fidera Iambit: 
Interdum fcopulos, avulfaque vilcera montis 

n 
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Erigit eru&ans, liquefatftaque faxa fub auras 
Cum gcmitu glomerat, fundoque exaeftuat imo.’ c 

jEn. hi. 5;o. 

Having quitted this delightful fcencry, we at length emerged 
into the main, and were fleering with a prefs of fail for Malta 
with a frefh breeze from the north-weft, in full hope of finding 
the French fleet at Goza, where report faid they were anchored. 
On the a ad of June, at daylight in the morning, the Mutine 
fpoke a Genoefe brig from Malta, and received information 
from her, that the French had failed from thence on the 18th 
inftant with a frefh gale from the north-weft. 

The Admiral now determined to fail for Alexandria; though 
uncertain what courfe the enemy had taken, he judged that to 
to be their probable deftination, and accordingly made the fignal 
to bear up and fleer fouth-eaft with all poflible fail. 

Every mind now anxioufly looked forward to the glorious 
conflict; but what would have been our feelings if we could 
then have forefeen that the French fleet was to pafs us in the 

' The port capacious, and fecure from wind. 

Is to the foot of thund’ring .dEtna join’d. 

By turns a pitcby cloud fhe rolls on high; 

By turns hot embers from her entrails fly ; 

And flakes of mounting flames, that lick the fky. 

Oft from her bowels mafly rocks are thrown. 

And fhiver’d by the force, come piecemeal down. 

Oft liquid lakes of burning fulphur flow. 

Fed from the fiery fprings that boil below.’ Dkydek. 
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following night? Such, however, was the cafe, as we after¬ 
wards learned from confulting and comparing the journals of 
French officers made prifoners in and after the a&ion. It ap¬ 
pears almoft incredible that a fleet confifting of near four hun¬ 
dred fail of various defcriptions, fliould crofs an adverfe fleet 
of fourteen fail of the line, even in the darkeft night, without 
fome of them being difcovered, yet fo it was. We failed on in 
expectation that they had got the ftart of us by feveral days, 
and they ffiaped their courfe acrofs our track, making a more 
northern tour by the ifiand of Candia, wrapped in perfeCt fe- 
curity, and unconfcious that any adverfe fleet of force fufficient 
to alarm them was at that moment in thofe feas. f 

We could form no certain opinion whither the enemy had 
fliaped his courfe up the Adriatic, towards Conftantinople, or to 
Alexandria; but one of thefe deftinations, we were well aflured, 
muft be the objeCt of his enterprize. In our paffage to the 
coaft of Egypt, we faw only three veffels, which we fpoke; two 
of them were from Alexandria, but could give us no account 
of the French fleet; and one from the Archipelago was equally 
unable to afford us the wifhed-for intelligence. On the 28th 
of June, fix days after we bore up, we came in fight of the city 
of Alexandria, and, to our great difappointment, faw nothing 
of the French fleet. Only one Turkifli line-of-battle fliip, with 


r See the chart of the Mediterranean, in which I have given an accurate delineation of the track of the 
Britiih and French fleets till they met off the Nile on the lft of Augufi. 
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fome merchantmen of different nations, were in the two har¬ 
bours. 

When we arrived off the Pharos, or caftle which guards the 
entrance of the eaftern harbour, the Admiral dil'patched the 
Mutine towards the port for intelligence. Captain Hardy, 
after fome delay, was permitted to land, and was conducted un¬ 
der a guard to the Governor, who expreffed his furprife at fee¬ 
ing a Britifh fquadron, and feemed to feel fome uneafmefs at 
the viftt; but on being informed of the object of our purfuit, 
his alarm was increafed, though he declared his determination 
to refill the attempt of either power to land. The Admiral 
now experienced the greateft degree of difappointment at find¬ 
ing the enemy had eluded his purfuit, nor could he at the in- 
flant form any determinate refolution what courfe he fhould 
take, as their deflination was totally enveloped in myflery. 
His anxious mind would not, however, permit him to reft long 
in the fame ftation, and he refolved to fhape his courfe back 
again, taking a northern direction, in hopes of hearing fome 
tidings of the enemy. 

On the 29th we flood to the N. E. with a frefh breeze from 
N. N. W. The Swiftfure was ordered, by fignal, to chace a 
ftrange fail, which fhe. came up with in the afternoon, and 
found her to be a French merchantman of 144 tons burthen, 
in ballaft, bound from Alexandria to Smyrna. After taking 
out the prifoners, four of whom, including the captain, were 
Frenclimen, the reft of the crew Greeks and Italians, fhe 
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was burnt by order of the Admiral, who was unwilling to be 
delayed by taking her with him. The wind in this part of 
the Mediterranean during the fummer months generally blows 
from the weft ward, confequently we now had to beat back, 
againft a ftrong breeze, which we did with all the fail wc could 
carry. On the 4th of July we made the coaft of Natolia, near 
Cape Cheledonia; the fame day the Mutine parted company. 
On the 5th, the Admiral made the fignal to clofe round him, 
many of the fliips being greatly to leeward; for although the 
Vanguard had loft her f >remaft, which the had fupplied with 
a jurymaft, yet flic failed by far the beft of the fleet. On the 
7th, the Orion having parted company in the night, the fleet 
wore and flood to the northward, and towards the evening of 
the fame day file rejoined us. On the 9th, being off the 
fouthern coaft of the ifland of Candia, we had a view of 
Mount Ida, fltuated near the centre of the ifland. The weather 
had been exceflively hot ever fince we made the coaft of Egypt, 
and now, though we were two degrees to the northward, the 
thermometer was as high as eighty-four. 

On the 1 oth and 11 th we were yet off the fouth-weft fide 
of Candia, and faw the little ifland of Goza; the wind being 
ftill againft us we made but flow progrefs to the weftward, and 
continued beating to windward till the 16th, when it became 
more favourable: our latitude obferved this day was 35 d 45 m N. 
Long. 2o d 5“ E. of Greenwich. On the 18th, at fix p. m. 



we defcried Mount ALtna, and by eight faw Cape Paflero 6 . On 
the 19th of July the fleet flood towards Syracufe, and the Ad¬ 
miral determined to enter the bay, being in great want of water, 
the Vanguard having had no opportunity of taking in a fupply 
of that neceflary article from the beginning of May, when Ihe 
failed from Gibraltar; feveral other fhips of the fleet were 
nearly in the fame fituation. The entrance of the harbour is 
very narrow and difficult of accefs, nor was any perfon of the 
fleet acquainted with it; but by the (kill and attention of the 
captains and officers each fhip got fafe into the bay and an¬ 
chored by three p. m. and without delay proceeded to take in 
water, though at firft fome difficulties prefented themfelves 
from the inconvenient fituation of the watering places; how¬ 
ever, by the laborious exertion of the officers and men em¬ 
ployed on that fervice, under the immediate direction of Cap¬ 
tain Troubridge, the whole was completed in five days, and an 
ample fupply of frefh beef and vegetables procured; articles of 
the higheft importance to the health of feamen after a long 
voyage. 


* Cape Paflero formerly bore the name of Pachinus, and is thus celebrated by Virgil. 

' Hinc altas cautes, proje&aque faxa Pachyni 
Radiums.* Mm. iii. 699. 

' Then doubling Cape Pachynus, 'we furvey 
The rocky Ihore extended to the fea.' Dkyuen. 
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CHAPTER III. 


“ Sicanio prxtenta sitiu jacct insula contra 
“ I’lcmmyrium umlosum: nomcn dixere priores 
“ brtygiarn. Alpheum fama cst hue Elidis atnnem 
“ Occidias cgisse vias suhter mare: qui nunc 
“ Ore, Arcthusa, tuo siculis confunditur undis.” jEn. iii. 602 . 


While the fhips were taking in water and live Rock I took 
the opportunity of viewing the curiofities of Syracufe and its 
environs. But before I begin my account of what I faw on 
ftiore, I muft fay a few words of the Bay of Syracufe, in which 
the Britifh fleet was anchored. 

The form of this excellent harbour is nearly circular; the 
entrance, as I before obferved, is very narrow, that without a 
tolerably fair wind it would be dangerous, if not impoflible, for 
a large fliip to beat in or out. But when once entered, it is fo 
fpacious that it would contain with eafe an immenfc fleet; and, 
by being completely land-locked, flops may reft in perfect fecu- 
rity during the heavieft gale, from whatever quarter it might 
blow. 

Two fmall rivers difembogue themfelves into this bay; that 
to which the boats of the Swiftlure proceeded on our arrival 



was fo choked with mud and weeds at the entrance that it 
was with confiderable difficulty any of the boats could ap¬ 
proach the ffiore, many of the larger kind grounded at tome 
diltance, and, to my miffiap, that in which l was: we were in 
confequence obliged to wade to land with the water and mud 
up to our middles. The people now difeovered another and 
worfe difficulty in their way: the fields on each fide of the 
mouth of this river (I underhand in ancient days it was called 
Anapus) produced a great abundance of hemp, which is beeped 
in the river as foon as cut, and there left to foak; this oper¬ 
ation renders the water pernicious to the health, as wi.; as 
horribly unpleafant to the fmell and tafte. The mode adopted 
to obviate this difficulty, was rolling the empty calks through 
the fields to where the waters were uncontaminated; this was 
found to be beyond a bridge about a quarter of a mile up the 
river, and here they were foon filled and floated down to the 
boats. Another, and more convenient watering place, was foon 
difeovered; it was fituated near the town,and fupplied by means 
of water courfes from an aqueduct fome dmancc up the coun¬ 
try. Here, by the able management and exertions of Captain 
Troubridge, the needful fupplies were foon obtained. While 
he faw that tire parties employed in filling the water-cafks did 
their duty, he alfo negociated with the people of the country 
for bullocks, fheep, and other flock, which were foon brought 
down in great profufion, and an ample ftore of frefh provifions 
fupplied to all the fhips of the fleet at a reafonable price. 
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In the afternoon, the landing' place at the gate of the city 
was a fcene of much gaiety and fhow; the boats from the fleet 
pulling in towards the ihore, the crowds that lined the ftrand, 
the long range of carriages in which the principal nobility of 
the place came to view the Britifh fleet, the gaudy liveries of 
their fervants, with the variety of drefles which every where 
prefentcd themfelves in the appearance of the feveral orders of 
the people, formed fo pleafing an affembfage, that I was in* 
duced to make a drawing on the fpot, which is annexed. On 
the left hand of the foreground is a baftion of the fortification on 
the walls; and a little further on is feen the great gateway, from 
whence extends a length of wall which terminates in the fort 
commanding the en ranee of the harbour. 

The town which now exifts, is built on what was formerly 
called the ifland of Ortygia. At the time when Syracufe 
was reckoned one of the firft cities of the world, it was 
only the citadel or caftle of Dionyfius; but then contained 
many buildings of eminence. Now it exhibits a melancholy 
contrail to its former grandeur, the ftreets being in general 
meanly built, and fo narrow that two carriages cannot pafs 
each other with fafety; and the eye is offended at every turn, 
with the moil deplorable obje&s of poverty, filth, and mifery. 
Among the moft eminent buildings that adorned this quarter of 
the ancient city, was the Temple of Diana, of which I faw no 
remains; but of which, according to De-Non, a {mail veftige is 

.£ • - - 
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to be found in an obfcure houfe in a by-ftreet called Ke- 
falibra. 

The Temple of Minerva owes its prefervation to Agio, the 
tenth bifhop of Syracufe, who converted it into a cathedral, and 
fo preferved it from that deftrudtion which many of the other 
temples of antiquity have experienced. Although the Corin¬ 
thian front which now adorns the entrance does not coincide 
with the maflive Doric pillars of the ancient building, yet the 
whole edifice has a noble appearance. The plate annexed pre- 
fents a fide view of the Temple and the majeftic marble co¬ 
lumns fupporting the roof. Thefe columns are fluted from 
top to bottom, and. gradually increafe in fize towards the bafe. 
Originally they were open, and difcovered a fecond row of co¬ 
lumns of the fame order; but the fpace between them has 
been built up to form the walls of the cathedral. 

On entering the building our ears were faluted with the 
harmony of church-mufic; the rich melody of the organ filling 
the vaulted roof with its tones, and aided by the voices of the 
choir, formedan aflemblage of folemn founds that, at the mo¬ 
ment, raifed our minds in rapture towards that Being whofe 
praifes were then chaunting. f 

No man, I believe, feels the impreflions of devotion more 
ftrongly than the feaman juft landed from the perils of his dan¬ 
gerous occupation; his mind naturally raifes itfelf in grateful 
acknowledgment towards that Power by whofe prote&ing arm 
he has been preferved. 
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When the fervice was ended, fome of the clergy, in a friendly 
manner, offered to fhew us the curiofities contained in their 
cathedral. 

In an apartment behind the high altar, we found a good 
painting of the Crucifixion, by Urbino: in this room alfo is 
kept an agate cup of great antiquity, and very beautiful 
workmanfhip, fuppofed to be coeval with the Temple itfelf; 
but fome of the monks, with more zeal than knowledge, had 
inlaid parts of it with legends of their faints. They produced 
alfo for our infpe&ion two maffive gold rings that were many 
years fince dug up among the ruins of the ancient city. 

The fable of the river god Alpheus and the nymph Are- 
thufa, is well known to all claflical fcholars. Every man of 
tafte muft remember, with particular delight, the tale as it is 
told by Ovid. The whole would be too long to copy here, but 
I cannot forbear extracting a few of the concluding lines, in 
which the nymph with fuch exquifite livelinefs defcribes her 
own fudden convcrfion to a ftream. 


Occupat obfeffos fudor mihi frigidus artus; 
Caeruleaeque cadunt toto de corpore guttae. 
Quaque pedem movi, manet lacus, eque capillis 
Ros cadit: & citius, quam nunc tibi fadta renarro, 
In latices mutor. Sed eniin cognofcit amatas 
Amnis aquas, pofitoque viri, quod fumpferat, ore, 
Yertitur in proprias, ut fe mihi milceat, undas. 
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Delia rupit humum: coecifque ego merfa cavcrnis 
Advehor Ortygiam.’' Ovid Met. lib. v. ver. 632. 

Led by curiofity to fee the place thus celebrated, we paid a 
vifit to what bears the name of the Fountain of Arethufa; 
but, alas! found nothing to juftify the eulogiums paid to it by 
various writers of antiquity: repeated earthquakes, after chang¬ 
ing its fltuation, have deftroyed its foimcr beauty; the fea has 
at times found its way through the riven rocks; the facred fifh 
are no longer inhabitants of its pellucid waters. It now exhi¬ 
bits only the appearance of a dirty pool ifluing from a hollow 
rock; the waters at fome periods dry up; at others, are tainted 
by fulphurcous effluvia. It is now ufed by the wafherwomen of 
the city, who, at this time, were employed in tiieir occupation. 
Standing up to their waifts in the water, they were beating the 
linen with flat boards upon the broken rocks which had tumbled 
into the pool. Neither the delicacy of the ladies, the beauty 


Cold dews at once my weary limbs appal. 

And azure drops from all my body fall; 

And where my foot was plac’d, a lake is fpread. 
And moiftures trickle from my trembling head; 
And quicker than these words, my perfon flows 
Chang’d to a ftream. The amorous river knows 
The lovely current; inftant lays afide 
His human figure; and begins to glide 
Again in wat’ry waves, with mine to mix his tide. 
Diana, tlill my virgin charms to keep. 

Cleaves the hard earth; and fafe in caverns deep 
To far Ortygia’s Ihore my darkfome way I weep. 





/'•*£ Mr J.TrA,A Fh-sf Sfrer/ A'V/ 



of the fountain, nor the elegance of the employment carried on 
there, recalled to our minds thofe pleating images we had 
formed of it, and we quitted the place with difguft. 

We next proceeded towards the land-gates, which are placed 
in the ftrongeft part of the fortifications. After paffing through 
two handfome gateways, and over feveral broad and deep fofles 
filled with water, we came to a large area that led us to the 
laft gate, which is built in the outward walls of the fortifica¬ 
tion. Crofling the drawbridge, we entered on the fcite of that 
part of ancient Syracufe called Achradina, of which not a vef- 
tige remains. Proceeding through feveral highly cultivated gar¬ 
dens, well fiored with vegetables, delightfully fhaded by tall 
poplars, and watered by clear ftreams from the neighbouring 
hills, we arrived at the celebrated Latomiae, or caverns in which 
Dionyfius is faid to have confined his prifoners, and to have 
enjoyed their groans, by means of a chamber that communi¬ 
cated with one of them. How far this ftory is to be relied on, 
I {hall not pretend to fay, but muft refer the reader to thofe 
hiflorians who have made it their fludy, and whofe leifure and 
opportunity have enabled them to inveftigate the matter. My 
bufinefs is to give the befl defeription I can of the place as it 
now is. The cavern known by the name of Dionyfius’s ear, is 
fuppofed to have been the feene of that cruelty; and its fhape 
certainly gives colour to the flory, being formed to convey 
found to a particular place. It is hewn out of the folid rock, 
into the form of a Gothic arch, eighteen feet wide by fifty- 
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eight high, and curved from the entrance to the end; through¬ 
out the upper part runs a groove which communicates with a 
fmall chamber over the entrance, which mull originally have 
been walled up to prevent the found efcaping. In this cham¬ 
ber the tyrant, according to tradition, ufed to place himfelf to 
hear the difcourfe of his prifoners who were chained to the 
walls of the cavern: and to give a colour to this idea, rings 
are difcovered formed in the rock, to which poflibly the hands 
and feet of the prifoners were fattened with thongs. On 
the right, half-way the length of the cavern, is a large fquare 
chamber, alfo hewn out of the rock, but for what purpofe it 
was formed, except to enlarge the place allotted for prifoners, 
we could not guefs; yet, as it mult in fbme meafure have de- 
Itroyed the conveyance of found, the original purpofe for which 
this cavern was formed, it may have been a work of later date. 
The further end of the cavern terminates abruptly, like the 
gable end of a houfe; but near the top are feen feveral holes 
in the wall, as if a chamber had been there, and up to it, in re¬ 
gular gradations, fmaller holes, apparently for iron cramps to 
fupport Heps. 

The drynefs of this curious cavern, the effedt of the echo, 
and the folemn appearance of the place, mull render it a de¬ 
lightful retreat during the fummer months, when the heat of 
the climate is infufferable; But it does not appear that the Sy- 
racufens have talle enough to enjoy fo romantic a fpot. Near 
this cavern is another of a different form, being fquare? flat at 



////tance. t»A> C-Zton ,^ Vw; 

/h/> f'v / /t/r/r Sh t't'f, /&<>/ 





. cf f/ (t/reitt rxrft . 






















































31 


the upper part, and fubdivided into feveral fpacious chambers 
by rude pillars formed of the rock, out of which the cavern was 
excavated; a work that muft have coft infinite labour, and em¬ 
ployed armies to accomplifh. In the fpacious area before the 
entrance of the caverns, is an high white infulated rock; on the 
top are the ruins of a building, perhaps a guard-houfe; and 
near are feen the remains of an ancient aquedudt. The rocks 
furrounding the area are fo fmooth, and fo artfully projedt toward 
the fummit, that to climb them would be impoflible. Near the 
top appear the remains of an earthen-ware channel to convey 
water from the aquedudt to the caverns below. There is alfo 
another cavern in the fame direction with the laft-mentioned, 
but blackened with the fmoke of furnaces ufed to extradl the 
fait of nitre: it is of a fimilar form, but of lefs dimenfions. 

Near thefe caverns we difcovered the remains of a bath, of 
an oblong form; the water within it perfectly clear, and of an 
icy coldnefs; from the top are fufpended large maffes of petri¬ 
fied flaladtites, which daily increafe by water dripping from 
above. The approach to this place is. hid among plants that 
have for ages been fuffered to grow in wild luxuriance, and in 
feftoons of various kinds overhang the entrance, forming a moft 
romantic retreat. 

We next vifited the remains of a Roman theatre hewn chiefly 
out of the rock: which, of courfe, has fuffered little from the 
injuries of time, but all that was built on this foundation is de- 
ftroyed. The fituation is perfe&ly beautiful; the fpedlators 
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having a full view of the Bay, with the ifland of Ortygia, and 
the rich plains through which the Anapus winds, it even now 
prefents a moft pibturefque appearance. The white fleps are 
nearly hid by bufhes and flowery fhrubs of various kinds, and 
the waters efcaping from a refervoir above, come tumbling 
down the rocks in broken torrents. 

Being fomewhat tired with our walk, we poftponed making 
further refearches till the next day, when we again, at an early 

hour, landed at the ufual place. Before we proceeded to explore 

* 

the venerable remains of pafl: ages, we determined to infpebi 
the more modem edifices that adorn the prefent city. The 
flrfl: place that we proceeded to was an open area, or piazza, in 
which are the principal buildings of the city: the annexed 
plate will give the reader a tolerably correct idea of it. On 
the right is the Bifhop’s palace adjoining the cathedral, which 
I have before obferved was built on the ruins of the Temple of 
Minerva. This view fhews the elevation of the modern fa9ade 
erected on the fcite of the old portico. Hiftory informs us, 
that on the fummit of the ancient portico was fufpendcd a Alin¬ 
ing buckler which could be feen at a vafl diflance. No fooner 
did the Syraoufan mariner lofe fight of this talifman, than he 
threw offerings of honey, flowers, and afhes into the fea to 
render Neptune and Minerva propitious t.o his voyage, and eh- 
fare his fafe return. Tlie modern front is perfectly incongruous 
with the reft of the building; it is of the Corinthian Older, and 
highly ornamented with Coloffal flatues..'.. The. dibent to it 
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is by a noble flight of fleps, on each fide of which is a 
flatue of the two principal apoflles, St. Peter and St. Paul, has a 
fine effect. 

Beyond the cathedral is a handfome fquare building appro¬ 
priated to the adminiflration of juflice, oppofitc to which is the 
palace of the Baron de Bofci, a nobleman of large property and 
confequence in this place. 

We next paid our refpe&s to fome convents near the piazza. 
The firfl was dedicated to St. Lucia; where, over the high altar 
in the chapel, is a good painting, by Caravagi, of the martyrdom 
of the patronefs. St. Lucia is reprefented as drawn by oxen 
to the place of execution; but, by a miracle, fhe is rendered 
immoveable notwithflanding the utmofl exertion of the ani¬ 
mals, who appear to flrain every nerve in vain. However the 
miracle feems to have no object, as a Saracen foldier comes be¬ 
hind her and cuts off her head. 

The convent of Monte Virginis is appropriated to females of 
noble family only. As Englifhmen, we could not but lament that 
fb many lovely women fhould, by fuperflition, be thus fecluded 
from the world, which otherwife they might have contributed 
by their prefence to adorn, as by their focial virtues to have 
added t®4he general flock of domeflic happinefe. 

We now once more emerged into the country, and proceeded 
to a farm-houfe, where the mode of railing water attracted our 
attn&tkm. A number of earthen pots, connected by bands of 
es, revolved round a wheel (in the manner of a jack-chain) 
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which was put in motion by an ox. As the pots fall into the 
well below, they fill, and come up to the turn of the wheel, 
where they empty themfelves into a trough connected with a 
large refervoir; from whence the neighbouring gardens are re- 
frefhed with conftant fireams during the heats of fummer, and 
by this contrivance are blefled with a perpetual fertility. 

From hence we vifited the church of St John, efteemed the 
oldeft chriftian church in Sicily. The pillars are of the heavieft 
Gothic, and the walls covered with miferable claubings. But 
our principal objects of refearch were the catacombs, or burying 
places, of the ancient Syracufans. We were conduced by 
an old Capuchin friar into thefe celebrated tombs, and were 
obliged at the entrance to creep in on our hands and knees, but 
we foon found it fufficiently lofty. The fireets and alleys 
into which thefe vaults are cut, crofs each other in every direc¬ 
tion, and had our guide extinguifhed his torch, we muft have 
remained in this difmal abode till relieved by the hand of 
death, as it would be very difficult for a ftranger to find his 
way out, even with a light; without it, impoffible. At certain 
diftances we came to large round chambers, whofe dome-like 
roof admitted a fmall portion of light and air from an aperture 
in the upper part. The walls of thefe rooms were covered with 
a fort of ftucco, and round them were placed in uniform direc¬ 
tions a number of flone coffins like thofe we faw on each fide 
of the alleys. Thefe were excavated from the folid rock, and 
of various dimenfions; fome appearing fcarcely large enough 
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for a new-born infant. We were informed that fkeletons had 
been found in fome of them with a piece of money in their 
jaws; perhaps to pay the ferryman of the Styx for their paflage 
to the regions of Pluto. 

The horrid idea of being, by any accident, left to flarve in 
this labyrinth of death k , made us glad to quit it, filled with 
aftonifhment at its vaft capacity. For though we walked 
through a gre$t many ftreets and alleys, on each fide of which 
are arched tombs excavated from the rock, yet we alfo 
pafled by the ends of many other pafTages which we did not 
penetrate, and could form no idea of the extent of, nor of 
the number of bodies the whole might be capable of con¬ 
taining. 

We next proceeded to a monaftery of Capuchins, fituated 
on an eminence near the fea. It is a neat and airy building, 
placed on a barren rock, without an appearance of any vege¬ 
tation near it. But no fooner had we paid our refpe&s to 
the reverend fathers, than we were conducted by them into 
fubterraneous gardens, where verdure and vegetation flourifhed 


fc I have fince been informed, that fome time ago a gentleman and lady having gone to see the cata¬ 
combs at Rome, foon after they had entered the gloomy caverns, the roof fell in and clofed up the entrance. 
What agonizing sensations mult they have endured on returning to the place throdgh which they had hoped 
again to behold the light of day, to find it elofed againft them for ever! Some people who law them 
enter, and were aware of the accident, gave the alarm; but thofe employed to clear a%vay the rubbith, 
fearful of being involved in the like misfortune, were fo tardy in their operations, that by the time they 
had penetrated through the raafs, the unfortunate ftrangers, with their guide, were difeovered lifelefs. It 
appeared that the latter had attempted to work a paflage with his hands, but muft foon have been con¬ 
vinced that his efforts were unavailing. 
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in the higheft degree. The fcene appeared like enchantment; 
nor could we at firft devife the caufe of it, till, on examination, 
we difcovered that we were in the fame fort of excavations as 
thofe of the Latomiae we had before vifited. By labour and 
cultivation the ground, rendered rich and productive, is become 
a luxuriant orchard of orange, lemon, and olive trees. But Mr. 
Swinburne’s dcfcription of this place being far better than any 
I can hope to give, I fhall take the liberty of ufing it. ‘ I 
defcended by a flope into thefe extraordinary bowers, where my 
view was confined on all fides by fhaggy walls of great height, 
either purpofely hewn into fhape, or rudely figured by the cor- 
rofive fea air. Huge mafles have been broken off and rolled on 
the platform, where they contribute to the compofition of a 
moft wild, yet folemn picture. The area is covered with a 
thick grove of trees, loaded with rich feented bloffoms and 
beautiful fruit; I was delighted with their variety of kinds, vi¬ 
gour of growth, and brilliancy of foliage; the Aim branches of 
the pale olive were interwoven with the bufhy heads of orange, 
lemon, bergamot, and cedar trees; while the tender colour of 
the full blown almond formed a fine contraft with the fiery 
buds of the pomegranate, juft burfting into blow. The gar¬ 
deners have fkilfully increafed the variety of their fruits by 
grafting and budding, and have procured a great diverfity 
in their tafte and colour. There are feveral fepulchres in 
thefe quarries, and fome projections of the ftone have been 
fcooped into rings, by which I conjecture, that after the place 
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ceafed to be ufed as a quarry, it was converted into a pri- 
fon.’ 

The undercroft or cemetery of this monaftery contains as 
curious a fcene as any we had yet witnefted. We entered it 
by a flight of fteps through a trap-door in the nave of the 
chapel, and found it as light as the place we had juft left, hav¬ 
ing windows in the vaulted roof. But our attention was im¬ 
mediately called off from other matters to an aflemblage of ve¬ 
nerable perfonages arranged along the wall, in niches formed 
for the purpofe: they were all drefled in the habit of St. 
Francis, and, at firft fight, had the appearance of life; but, on 
clofe examination, their fkin appeared dry, fhrivelled, and as 
hard as wood; fome of them had been dead for near two cen¬ 
turies; many of them were decorated with long flowing beards, 
others with none; whether fallen off by time, or the fafhion 
of the age they lived in, I cannot fay: the monks of the pre- 
fent day being diftinguifhed by a profufion of that ornament. 
Befides the bodies of the monks, we faw thofe of the nobility 
and gentry who could afford the expence of this mode of fe- 
pulture; for the worthy monks do not permit the intrufion of 
unhallowed laity into their fociety without receiving, befides 
the entrance fee, a handfome yearly compenfation for it, which 
is paid in various ways. Some contribute annually a wax candle 
of many pounds weight; and fhould any omiftion of the pay¬ 
ment occur, the unfortunate anceftor of the defaulter is turned 
out of his place to make room for another. Thefe ftrangers 
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are generally habited in their beft fuits, and are laid in boxes 
with lids fattened by locks, which were opened for our infpec- 
tion: forae of them had bag-wigs, ruffles, and laced coats, and 
prefented a very frightful fatire on human vanity. N^Jidies 
are admitted of this fllent party. The ornaments of this fo- 
lemn repofitory are entirely appropriate; round the cornices, 
and over the altar, which has a crucifix on it, are fculls and 
crofs bones, and over the entrance to the chapel this motto, 
* Commune mori, mors nulli parcit honori.’ 

On our return to Syracufe, we patted over the rough foun¬ 
dations of part of the ancient city, fome of which we could 
perceive extend fome yards into the fea. It was at this place 
Archimedes had his refidence, from whence he annoyed the 
Roman fleet by the ingenuity of his inventions . 1 


1 In Heylyn's Cofmography I find tie following fhort account of celebrated and learned men, who in 
former times adorned the ifland of Sicily, which, I think, will be acceptable to the reader, and fball there¬ 
fore prefent it in his own words: * This ifland is famous for the worthy fdiolars fhe once produced; 
lft, dEfcliylus, the firft tragedian of fame; who being bald through age, once walked into the fields, 
where, by chance, an eagle taking his bald pate for a white rock, let a fhell-fifh fall on it of that bignefs 
that it beat out his brains. 2d, Diodorus Siculus, that famous hiftorian. 3d, Empedocles, the firft in¬ 
ventor of rhetoric; and his fellow Gorgias. 4th, Euclid, the textuary geometrician, who taught in Me- 
garis. 5th, Archimedes, a moft worthy mathematician, the firft author of the fphere; of which infiru- 
ment he made one of that art and bignefs, that one ftanding within, might eafily perceive the fcveral mo¬ 
tions of every celeftial orb. He made alfo divers military engines, which, in lie fiege of Syracufe, forely 
vexed the Homans, and was at lafl flain in his ftudy by a common foldicr, iu the faek of the town, to die 
great grief of the general, Marcdlus, 6th, Epicharmus, the firft inventor of comedies; and 7th, Theo¬ 
critus, the firft author of pafloral eclogues.' 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Felices ..quos ille timorum 

Maximus, hautl urget leti metusj inde ruendi 

In ferrum mens prona viris, aniraaeque capaces 

Mqrtiss 8 c ignavum rediturse parcere vitse. Lucan, lib. i, v. 459. 


During the time our fleet was in the Bay of Syracufe, Ad¬ 
miral Nelfon was impatiently expecting fome intelligence of 
the route of the enemy. From neutral veflels that occafionally 
entered the port he could gain no certain information: but a 
vague report reached him, that the enemy were not in the 
Adriatic, had not been feen in the Archipelago, and were cer¬ 
tainly not gone to the weflward. From hence he judged that 
Egypt muft be their deftination: and though it appeared ex¬ 
traordinary that in our voyage to Alexandria and back to 
Syracufe, we had neither feen or heard of them; yet, in his 
own mind, he was confident that Egypt was their object, and 
he once more determined to proceed thither. 

That we did pafs by the French fleet in our former voyage 
to Alexandria, has been afeertained to have happened between 
the a ad and 23d of June.” To account for this circumfiance 


“ See the chart. 
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1 fliall obferve, that the French fleered their courfc for Candia, 
making an angular paflage to Alexandria: we, oil the contrary, 
made a dire<ft pufli for that place; and though it happened at 
what is generally underflood to be the narrow part of thefe 
feas, yet the diftance of thirty* five leagues between Candia and 
the fliores of Africa, affords ample room for two of the largeft 
fleets to pafs each other without obfervation. But when it is 
confidered that by the inferiority of our jnumbers we were con- 
flrained to fail in a compa& body, that we had' no frigates to 
look out, and that the hazy atmofphere in this climate pre¬ 
cluded a diftant view, the furprife will vanifh. 

That this circumftance fhould occur, will to a feaman appear 
not an extraordinary matter. 

The caufe why, on our return from Alexandria, we mifled 
them will be eafily underftood by referring to the chart, in 
which I have marked down the tracks of the hoftile fleets. It 
will there be feen that we made a circuitous route northward 
at the time the French fleet bore down to Alexandria in a 
dire<& line from Candia. We have fince been informed that on 
the evening of the 30th of June, the French appeared off the 
coaft of Egypt, and early in the morning of the fame day our 
fleet was feen from the towers of Alexandria. If we had re¬ 
mained only a few hours longer on the coaft we muft have 
fallen in with them previous to their landing. But Providence 
ordered it otherwife. And from fubfequent events we have 
every reafon to believe that our fuccefs has been more com- 
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pletc, and the final deftrucfion of their vail armament been 
rendered more decifivc than if our own fanmiine vifhcs had 
taken efleCL But as this is mere matter of peculation and 
conjecture, we on pit to reft fatisfied with the event, and agree 
with the poet, that ‘ whatever is, is right." 

On the 24th of July fcveral Blips of the fleet left the Bay of 
Syracufe; and the next day the reft of the fquadron failed from 
thence, having completed their water, and obtained a plentiful 
fupply of live Bock and vegetables, all which was performed in 
five days. 

To render his fecond voyage to the Biores of Egypt more 
certain, and that no opportunity of gaining intelligence might 
be lofl, the Admiral determined to coafl along the extremity of 
the Archipelago, among the Grecian ifiands. He accordingly 
made fail for the Morca; and on the 28th, being off Cape 
Gallo, difpatched the Culloden to Coron. Captain Troubridgc 
communicated with the Turkifii Governor, and fo far gained 
his good opinion that he was allowed to take pofleflion cf a 
French wine-veflel at anchor in that port, and we foon had 
the pleafure of feeing him come out with his prize:, lie alfo 
brought us the certain intelligence, that the French Beet had 
been feen fleering from Candia to the fouth-caft about a month 
before. 

Captain Troubridge had the fatisfa&ion to obferve, during 
his Abort vifit to the Governor, that a general hatred and de- 
teftation was entertained of the French; their condudfl towards 
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the unfortunate inhabitants of the places, of which they had 
taken poffcdion in their predatory warfare, having raifed the 
utmod horror and dread in tlioi'e who expected a vifit from 
them. 

We now fleered to the fouth-eafl, our hearts elate with the 
expectation of having our toils rewarded by a light of the 
enemy. 

For let not thofc who, unaceuflomed to danger, form the mod 
terrific ideas of it, imagine that the hazard of the fight is the 
predominant apprelienfion in the minds of men about to be 
engaged. I believe I may with great truth afTcrt, that courage, 
on thefe occafions, fpreads like wildfire through all ranks. 
Our commanders in this glorious expedition afforded fuch 
great examples, that his mufl have been indeed a daflardly 
fpirit that did not participate in the generous impulfc! 

On the 29th a frefh breeze and high fea bore us rapidly from 
the coafl of Candia; and on the 31ft the captains of the fleet 
were on board the Vanguard to take the Admiral's lad in- 
druedions: and how well they profited by them will foon 
appear! In the evening of the fame day the Alexander and 
Swiftfure were ordered a-head to reconnoitre. About ten 
o’clock the next morning, being the id of Augud, the towers 
of Alexandria, the Pharos, and the far-famed pillar of Pompey, 
cheered our fight; and with fatisfa&ion we obferved the altered 
appearance of the port from what it was when lad we vidted 
it; then unpeopled, and folitary, now crowded with veffels, and 
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the French flag difplayed on the walls. As we drew nearer, 
however, we were much mortified to find that the men of war, 
we expc&ed to meet with, were not there: we counted fix 
fliipu of war, of various ftzes; the reft conftfted of tranfports 
and merchant veffels in which the French troops had embarked 
at Toulon. Captain Ball, by flgnal, informed the Admiral of 
the number and lituation of the enemy, and then hailed the 
Swiftfure, directing Captain Hallowed to bear down towards a 
large armed brig and galley at anchor off the mouth of the old 
harbour, and either bring them off, or drive them afhore. But 
wc were foon recalled by flgnal from the Admiral, who was 
in the offing; and we ftood towards the body of the fleet, which 
was ftcering eaftward under a prefs of fail. That we were thus 
called off was a moft fortunate event: we have fince dif covered 
that the galley and the brig had anchored behind a reef of 
rocks extending from the entrance of the old harbour. But for 
this feafonable recall, we muft in a few minutes have ftruck on 
it; and if not loft, fliould have been rendered ufelefs at a time 
when moft wanted. 

At a quarter paft three p. m. the Admiral made the flgnal 
‘ to prepare for battle,’ and we (in the Alexander and Swift¬ 
fure) had not bore up more than an hour, before we alfo de- 
feried the French fleet at anchor, in a line of battle, in the Bay 
of Aboukir. Towards them we ftood with the enthufiaftic 
ardour of men bent on conqueft, and who kn<3*w there could be 
no alternative between that and death. By ftanding fo far in 
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towards Alexandria, we were left far aftern. This was at firft 
regarded as a moft unfortunate event, but we had reafon to 
think otherwife. At four p. m. the Admiral made the fignal 
to prepare to anchor with fprings on the cable, and that ii was 
his intention to engage the van and centre of the enemy. At 
five the Alexander made a fignal to the Swiftfure, that of hand¬ 
ing into danger; and immediately tacked. Captain Hallowell 
luffed up to avoid the danger, and we had the mortification to 
perceive that the Culloden was aground on a reef of hidden 
rocks. Thefe rocks extend a confiderable way from the ifland 
which forms the north-weft point of the Bay of Aboukir. In 
his eager defire to gain a forward ftation in the glorious con- 
teft, the gallant" commander had with crowded fail borne down 
towards the enemy. No one in the fleet had the leaft know¬ 
ledge of the bay; nor was any known chart of it exifting, ex¬ 
cept an ill drawn plan found on board the veffel captured on 
the 29th June, which had been prefented to the Admiral, 
but from that nothing certain could be made out. Captain 

8 Captain Troubridge has palled almoft the whole of his time in a&ive fervice, and has had occafion 
repeatedly to diftingutfh himfelf for that zeal and intrepidity which has so justly raifed the naval chara&er. 

On that ever memorable day, when a fleet of only fifteen BritUh fail of the line attacked and con¬ 
quered twenty-feven fail of Spaniflj men of war of the largeft fize, bearing away four of their lhips as 
trophies of the viftory gained by Sir John Jervis off Cape St. Vincent, Captain Troubridge, in the Cullo¬ 
den, had the diftinguilhed honour to lead the van into battle. Now, when liis ardent miud had pictured 
to himfelf frefti laurels to be won in defence and fupport of the honour of his country, to find all his 
profpedts blafted 1 Not oidy unable to gain a forward ftation, he was totally rendered incapable of lending 
any aid to his gallant eouutgyraen, and obliged to remain an ina&ive fpedlator of a conteft in which lie 
had hoped to have borne a diftinguithed part I His feelings were fuch as only a brave man, by imagining 
himfelf expol’cd to a fimilar difaftcr, can form any idea of. 



Troubridge had kept conftantly founding as he proceeded, and, 
juft before he ftruck, had found ten fathoms of water: before 
the lead could again be hove, the Culloden was faft aground on 
the rocks. Warned by his difafter, fevcral other fhips, ftanding 
into the fame danger, were preferred from a fimilar fate. The 
evening was now doling in, the bay quite unknown, and the 
enemy ready to receive us, drawn up in a clofc line from 
north-eaft to fouth-weft, forming an obtufe angle at the 
centre . 0 

Here tme heroifm was difplayed in the prompt dccifion of 
Admiral Nelfon. When his fquadron was well collected round 
him/ he determined without lots of time to attack the foe, 
formidable as their appearance was; fuperior their number, 
weight of metal, and ftze; night coming on; and an unknown 
navigation. Surely too much cannot be faid of fuch mag¬ 
nanimity! His honour, character, and life, were to be put to 

the decifton of the enterprife; for it was well known that con- 
<• 

quell or death was his determined object. 

His refolution was inftantly formed, and his intentions made 
known to the fleet by the fignal ‘ for the headmoft fliip to 
bear down and engage, as flie reached the van of the enemy; 
the next Ihip to pafs by and engage the fecond fliip of the 
line; and fo on.’ With alacrity was this fignal obeyed: the 


° See the plan of the adlion. 

r Except the Alexander and Swiftfure, who were under a prefs of fail making the befi of their way 
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furc prefage of victory fat on the brow of every Briton, and a 
general ardour pervaded all ranks. The commanders, with that 
courage which diflinguilhes men inured to danger, faw the 
hazard of the contefi and prepared to meet it: their Blips were 
trained to every exercile of arms; all means of prefervation 
from fire, leaks, and other cafualties, were arranged in order; 
a bower cable was got out of the after part of each Blip and 
bent forwards, that Bie might anchor by the Bern; the dread¬ 
ful engines of dcfiruCtion ready primed and doubly loaded; the 
men at their quarters waiting in Blent expectation the orders 
of their fuperiors; the officers rcfpeCtfully looking towards 
their captains, and waiting with firmnefs the awful moment. 
The enemy’s line prefented a mofl formidable appearance: it 
was anchored in clofe order, and apparently near the fhore; 
flanked with gun-boats, mortar veflels, and four large frigates; 
with a battery of guns and mortars, on an ifland near which 
we muB pafs. This poBure gave the mofi decided advantage 
to the French, whofe well known perfection and fkill in the 
ufc of artillery, has fo often fecured to them fplendid victories 
"on Biore: to that they were now to look for fuccefs; for each 
Blip being at anchor, became a fixed battery. 

The Britifh Admiral, who faw all the advantages the 
enemy poflefied, but faw them with a feaman’s eye, knew 
that they muB have room to fwing the length of their ca¬ 
bles; and, confequently, that there would be fpace enough 
for our Blips to anchor between them and the Biore. 
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The Goliath ,' 1 commanded by Captain Foley, had the diftin- 
guifhed honour to lead the fleet into battle. The water was 
fmooth, and a plcafant fine breeze foon brought him within 
reach of the guns of the enemy. By a quarter paft fix p. m. 
the French commenced the engagement; in two minutes he 
returned their fire, and then doubled their line and anchored 
alongfide of the fecond fliip in the van. 

Captain Hood/ in the Zealous, followed dole and took his 
flation on the bows of the Guerricr with great judgment; and 
in twelve minutes the Guerrier was totally difmalted. The 

'i Captain Foley has again fought under Lord Nell'on, who lioifled his flag on board his fliip, the 
Elephant, in the late daring attack and viftory off Copenhagen. At the rapture of the iflaml of Coi fiea, 
Captain Foley commanded the St. George of 08 guns, the flag fliip of Hear-Amiral Gi ll. In Lord St. 
Vincent’s victory over the Spaniards, he alto bore a ditlinguithcd part, as he commanded the Lntannia ot 
100 guns, which fliip bore the flag of Vice-Admiral Sir Charles Thomplbn. 

* Captain Hood had been hailed by the Admiral to know if he thought there was fufficient depth of 
water for our fhips between the enemy and the fliorc; Captain Hood laid he did not know, but, with the 
Admiral’s permiflion, he would lead in and try. The Goliath, however, being the tailed taller, and 
having the ftart, fiill gained the poll of honour. 

The following anecdote is Jo highly cliaradtcriftic, that I mult beg lease to mention it. At the time of 
the evacuation of Toulon, Captain Hood commanded tlic Juno frigate on that flation: previous to 
that event, he had failed on a cruize. When lie returned to port, uneonfeious of what had happened in 
his abfence, he failed into the harbour and anchored without being aware ot his uilenuiia. Ihe evening 
was hazy, with heavy rains; no colours were dilplayed on the batteries, or it they were, they were not 
vifiblc, or were Euglifh. A boat came alongfide; fcveral Frenchmen of the new municipality came on 
board: they were afked for news, and perceiving the mifi.ike that Hill reigned, they convcifed with 
him as if they belonged to the Britiih government. By good fortune the tricolour cockade in the hat of 
one of them caught his eye, and he faw the treacherous tendency of their vifit. On this, with great pre¬ 
fence of mind, having fet before them fome refrcilimciits, lie. went on deck and communicated to the 
officers and crew the fituation of the fliip; gave orders to flip the cable, and make all poflible excition to 
fail out of the harbour.- This lie effeaed in defiance of a heavy cannonade from the fort and batteries 
as he patted, and fbon after joined the fleet under the command of Lord Hood, with the welcome ac¬ 
count of his adventure and fortunate efcape. 
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Goliath, who had, as I before obferved, anchored alongfide of 
the Conquerant, lhot away her opponent’s mails in ten minutes 
after. The third fhip that doubled the van of the French line 
was the Orion, commanded by Sir James Saumarez. s A fri¬ 
gate, La Sirrieufc, fired upon him as he palled, and Sir James 
ordered a few guns to be pointed at her; a broadlide, however, 
was difeharged, and the frigate inftantly funk. He then pro¬ 
ceeded and took his Aation on the larboard bow of the Frank- 
lin and quarter of the People Souvrain, receiving and returning 
the fire of both. The Audacious, commanded by Captain 
Gould,' next followed, and dropped anchor on the bows of the 
Conquerant, where he commenced a fpirited and galling lire. 
Captain Millar, in the Thefcus, was the lall that anchored be¬ 
tween the French line and the Ihorc. Palling between the 
Guerrier and Zealous, he could not refill the opportunity which 
offered, as he brufhed the Frenchman’s fides, of pouring in an 
effective broadlide: he then took his llation on the larboard 
fide of the Spartiatc. The Vanguard, dillinguilhed by the flag 
of Admiral Nelfon, now entered the battle. Aware of the im- 
polfibility of the rear of the enemy (being to leeward) coming 


• This officer has had the good fortune, repeatedly, to diftinguifh himfelf. Early in this war, he com¬ 
manded the Circe of 3(j guns. Being on a cruife off Cherbourg, he fell in with the Crefcent, French 
frigate. After a clofo aft ion of more than two hours, during which the enemy loft 120 men, killed and 
wounded, he captured her without the lofs of one man in his own fhip. For this gallant aftion he re¬ 
ceived the honour of knighthood. lie commanded the Orion in Lord Bridport’s a&ion off Port 1'Orient, 
3d June 1£95. And in Lord St. Vincent’s unrivalled vi&ory over the Spaniards, he aifo, in the fame 
fliip, had a (hare in the glory of that day. On June 6th, 1601, he was made a Baronet. 

* At the capture of die ifland of Corfica he commanded the Cyclops frigate, of 28 guns. 
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to the afliftance of their van, he determined to redouble his 
efforts to conquer one part before he attacked the reft. In 
purfuance of that refolution, he himfelf fet the example to the 
reft of his fleet, * and anchored withoutfide of the enemy’s 
line, who were, in confequence, completely between two fires. 
The Vanguard anchored within half-piftol-fhot on the larboard 
fide of the Spartiate, and began fuch a fevere and well directed 
fire, that, totally difmafted, and having loft a great number of 
her crew, the Frenchman was obliged to call for quarter, which 
was immediately granted. Captain Louis, u in the Minotaur, 
anchored next ahead of the Admiral, and engaged the Aquilon, 
which was alfo obliged to ftrike to his fuperior fire. The Bel- 
lerophon, commanded by Captain Darby, now entered the con¬ 
flict and running down the line, dropped anchor alongfide of 
l’Orient of i ao guns, bearing the flag of the French commander 
in chief, Admiral Brueyes. The Defence, Captain Peyton, 
followed clofe, and took his ftation, with great judgment, ahead 
of the Minotaur, by which the line remained unbroken; he 
engaged the Franklin of 80 guns on the ftarboard bow. This 
fliip bore the flag of Contre-Admiral Blanquet Du Chelard, 
fecond in command. . The Majeftic, commanded by Captain 
Weftcott, next came into action, and clofely engaged the 
Heureux on the ftarboard bow, receiving alfo the fire of the 
Tonnant, an 80 gun fhip, next aftem of FOrient. The fupe- 

** He commanded thuihip alfo at the recapture of the ifland of St. Lucia in the Weft Indies, in 179® 

H 
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rior weight of metal pouring in from thefe two Hiips, foon 
made dreadful havoc in the Majeftic. Captain Weftcott* fell 
by a raufket fhot at the time he was exerting himfelf with 
great gallantry to counteract the advantages poflefled by the 
enemy in fize and number, by the energy and vivacity of his 
fire. Mr. Cuthbert, the firft lieutenant, continued to fupport 
the unequal conflict with determined courage and refolution. 
The Alexander and Swiftfure now came in for their fhare of 
glory. Having been (as I before obferved) prevented aflifting 
at the commencement of the battle, by bearing down to recon¬ 
noitre Alexandria, and afterwards being obliged to alter their 
courfe to avoid the fhoal that had proved fo fatal to the Cullo- 
den, it was eight o’clock before they came into aCtion, and 
total darknefs had enveloped the combatants for fome time, 
which was difpelled only by the frequent flafhes from their 
guns; the volumes of fmoke now rolling down the line from 
the fierce fire of thofe engaged to windward, rendered it ex¬ 
tremely difficult for the reft of the Britifh fhips who came 
in laft to take their ftation: it was fcarcely poflible to diftin- 
guifh friend from foe. To remedy this evil. Admiral Nelfon 
direCled his fleet to hoift four lights horizontally at the mizen- 
peak as foon as it was dark. The Swiftfure was bearing down 
under a prcfs of fail, and had already got*within range of the 
enemy’s guns, when Captain Hallowell perceived #fhip ftand- 
* 

* In Lord Howe's a&ion with the French fleet on the 1 ft Jane 1794, Captain Weftcott commamfcd 
the Impregnable of 98 guns, the flag ibip of Rear-Admiral Caldwell 
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ing out of a<Stion under her forefail and foretopfail, having no 
lights difplayed. Suppofing that {he was an enemy, he felt in¬ 
clined to fire into her; but as that would have broken the 
plan r he had laid down for his conduct, he defifted: and happy 
it was that he did fo; for we afterwards found the {hip in 
queftion was the Bellerophon,* which had fuftained fuch ferious 
damage from the overwhelming fire of the French Admiral's 
enormous {hip l’Orient, that Captain Darby found it was nccef- 
fery for him to fall ont of a&ion, himfelf being wounded, two 
lieutenants killed, and near two hundred men killed and 
wounded. His remaining maft falling foon after, and in its fall 
killing feveral officers and men, (among the former was another 
of his lieutenants,) he was never able to regain his fiation. At 
three minutes pall eight o’clock the Swiftfure anchored, taking 
the place that had before been occupied by the Bellerophon; 
and two minutes after began a Heady and well dire&ed fire on 


t Captain Hallowell bong aware of the difficulty of breaking men off from their guns when once they 
have begun to ufe them, determined not to fuffer a fhot to be fired on board the Swiftfure till the fails 
were all clued up and the {hip anchored in her fiation. As the Britifh fleet bore down towards the feene 
of a&on, they were firfi faluted by a ihower of fhot and fhells from two batteries on the ifiand, and were 
then obliged to receive the whole fire from the broadfides of the French line full into their bows. Hie 
men being employed aloft in furling fails, and below hauling the braces, ranging the cables, and preparing 
every thiqg for placing the fhips in the befi fituatioa at anchor, it is a providential circumfiance that 
greater flanghter was not the conference; efpecially, as it is but juftice to obferve, that the French re¬ 
ceived us with cool deliberate courage, and did not open their fire till we were within half-gun-fhot dif- 
tencp of them, when both fide* hoified their colours. A (hot finking the larboard bow of the Swiftfure 
feveral feet below the water mark, was a confiderable annoyance; the chain-pumps were obliged to be 
kgpt conftantly at work, nor could the leak be kept completely under; fhe had four feet water in the 
hold from the commencement to the mid of the aftion. 

* The lights which had been hoifted, muft have gone overboard when the n. ken-mad ftlL 
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the Quarter of the Franklin and bows of 1 Orient. At the lame 
inftant the Alexander pafied under the ftern of the French Ad¬ 
miral and anehored withinfide on his larboard quarter, raking, 
him* aqd keeping up a fevere fire of mufketry on his decks. 
The laftftap which entered the bloody conflict was the Lean- 
der. Captain Thompfon bore up to the Culloden on feeing 
her ftrike, that he might afford any aftiftance in his power to 
get her off from her unfortunate fituation, but finding that 
nothing could be done, and unwilling that his fervices fhould be 
loft where they could be moft effective, he made fail for the fcene 
of action, and took his ftation with great judgment athwart hawfe* 
of the Franklin; by which manoeuvre he was enabled to do con- 
fiderable damage to the enemy without expofing his own fhip to 
the greateft danger. In the van, four of the French fhips had 
already ftruck their colours to the Britifh flag. The battle now 
raged chiefly in the centre. The Franklin, l’Orient, Tonnant, 
and Heureux, were in hot a&ion, making every exertion to re¬ 
cover the glory that had been loft by their comrades. At three 
minutes paft nine o’clock a fire was obferved to have broken 
out in the cabin of l'Orient; to that point Captain Halloweli 
ordered as many guns as could be fpared from firing on the 
Franklin to be directed; and, at the fame time, that Captain 
Allen of marines, fhould throw in the whole fire of his muf¬ 
ketry into the enemy’s quarter, while the Alexander on the 

< « 

• A fta term, meaning acrofs the headmoft part of a ftip u {be lies at anchor. 
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other fide was keeping up an inceflant fhower of fhot to the 
fame point. The conflagration now began to rage with dread¬ 
ful fury: Hill the French Admiral fuftained the honour of his 
flag with heroic firmnefs; but at length a period was put to his 
exertions by a cannon ball, which cut him afunder: he had be¬ 
fore received three defperate wounds, one on the head, two in 
his body, but could not be prevailed on to quit his flation on 
the arm-cheft. His Captain, Cafa Bianca, fell by his tide. Se¬ 
veral of the officers and men feeing the impracticability of ex- 
tinguiftiing the fire, which had now extended itfelf along the 
upper decks, and was flaming up the mafis, jumped overboard; 
fome fupporting themfelves on fpars and pieces of wreck, 
others fwimming with all their might to efcape the dreaded 
catafirophe. Shot flying in all directions, dafhed many of them 
to pieces; others were picked up by the boats of the fleet, or 
dragged into the lower ports, of the nearefl: fliips: the Britifli 
failors humanely ftretched forth their hands to fave a fallen 
enemy, though the battle at that moment raged with uncon¬ 
trolled fury. The Swiftfure, that was anchored within half- 
piftol-fhot of the larboard bow of l'Orient, faved the lives of 
the commiflary, firfl: lieutenant, and ten men, who were drawn 
out of the water into the lower deck ports during the hottefl: 
part of the aifion. The iituation of the Alexander and Swift¬ 
fure was perilous in the extreme. The expected exploflon of 
fuch a fhip as l’Orient, was to be dreaded as involving all 
around in certain deftru&ion. Captain Hallowell, however. 
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determined not to move from his, devoted flat ion, though re¬ 
peatedly urged to do fo. He perceived the advantage he pof- 
fefled of being to windward of the burning (hip. Captain Ball 
was not fo fortunate; he twice had the mortification to per¬ 
ceive that the fire of the enemy had communicated to his own 
{hip. He was obliged therefore to change his birth and move 
a little further off. 

Admiral Nelfon, who had received a very fevere wound on 
his head, and was obliged to be carried off the deck, was in¬ 
formed by Captain Berry of the fituation of the enemy. For¬ 
getting his own fufferings, he haftened on deck, impelled by 
the purefl humanity, and gave directions that every exertipn 
fhould be made to fave as many lives as poflibie. All the boats 
of the Vanguard, and of the nearefl {hips that could fwim, 
were fent on this fervice, and above feventy Frenchmen were 
faved by the exertion of thofe fo lately employed in their de- 
flruCtion. The van of our fleet having finilhed for the prefent 
their part in the glorious ftruggle, had now a fine view of the 
two lines illumined by the flames of the ill-fated foe; the 
colours of the contending powers being plainly diftinguifhed. 
The moon, which had rifen, oppofing her cold light to the warm 
glow of the fire beneath, added to the grand and folemn picture. 
The flames had by this time made fuch progrefa that an .explo- 
fipn was infiantly expeCled, yet the enemy on the lower deck, 
either.infenfible of the danger that furrounded them, or im- 



55 


pelled by the laft paroxyfms of defpair and vengeance, con¬ 
tinued to fire upon us. r ^ ; 

At thirty-feven minutes paft nine the fatal explofion hap¬ 
pened. The fire communicated to the magazine, and l'Orient 
blew up with a crafhing found that deafened all around 
her. The tremulous motion, felt to the very bottom of 
each fhip, was like that of an earthquake; the fragments were 
driven fuch a .vaft height into the air that fome moments 
elapfed before they could defbend, and then the greateft appre- 
henfion was formed from the volumes of burning matter which 
threatened to fall on the decks and rigging of the furrounding 
{hips. 

Fortunately, however, no material damage occurred. A 
port-fire fell into the main-royal of the Alexander, and ftie 
once more was in danger of {haring the fame fate as the 
enemy, but by the {kill and exertions of Captain Ball it was 
foon extinguifhed. Two large pieces of the wreck dropped 
into the main and foretops of the Swiftfure, but happily the 
men were withdrawn firom thofe places. 

An awful filence reigned for feveral minutes, as if the con¬ 
tending fquadrons, {truck* with horror at the dreadful event, 
which in an inftant had hurled fo many brave men into 
the air, had forgotten their hoftile rage in pity for the fuf- 
ferers. But fliort was the paufe of death: vengeance*foon roufed 
the drooping fpirits of the enemy. The Franklin, now bear¬ 
ing the French Commander’s flag, opened her fire with re- 
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doubled fury on the Defence and Swiftfure, and gave the fignal 
for renewed hoftilities; the latter being difengaged from her 
late formidable adverfary, had leifure to direct her whole fire 
into the quarter of the foe that had thus prefumed to break the 
folemn filence; and in a very fhort time, by the well directed 
and fteady fire of thefe two fhips, and the JLeander on her 
bows, the Franklin called for quarter, and ftruck to a fuperior 
force. 

« 

The Alexander and the Majeflic, and occafionally the Swift¬ 
fure, were now the only Britifh fhips engaged; but the com¬ 
mander of the latter finding that he could not dire& his guns 
clear of the Alexander, who had dropped between him 
and the Tonnant, and fearful left he fhould fire into a friend, 
defifted, although he was feverely annoyed by the fhot of 
the Tonnant which was falling thick about him. Moft of 
our fhips were fo cut up in their mafts and rigging that 
they were unable to fet any fail or move from their fta- 
tions. About three o’clock on the morning of the ad of 
Auguft the firing ceafed entirely, both fquadrons being equally 
exhaufted with fatigue. At four, however, juft as the day be¬ 
gan to dawn, the Alexander and Majeftic recommenced the 
a&ion with the Tonnant, Guillaume Tell, Genereux, and Timo- 
leon. The Heureux and Mercure had fallen out of the line 
and anchored a confiderable diftance to leeward. 

Captain Miller, perceiving the unequal conteft, bore down 
to aflift his friends, and began a furious cannonade on the 
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enemy. The Thefeus had as yet fortunately received but little 
damage in hermafts and rigging, and that had been repaired by 
the a&ive exertions of her commander as foon as the firft part 
of the action in the van had terminated in our favour. 

L'Artemife frigate, ftationed on the left of the centre of 
the French line, fired a broadfide at the Thefeus, and then 
ftruck her colours. Captain Miller difpatched an officer to 
take pofleffioq of her, but juft as the boat had come within 
a fhort diftance, (he burft into a flame, and foon after blew up. 

This unofficer-like conduct, replete with treachery, will re- 
fleift eternal difgrace on the name of Eftandlet, who commanded 
her. After having furrendered his ffiip by ftriking his enfign 
and pendant, and confcious that he was then fecure from im¬ 
mediate danger, he fet fire to her, and with moft of his crew 
efcaped to the fhore.» 

* 

• The fate of the Artemife frigate is rather peculiar, a former commander having difplayed a ftil! more 
atrocious and deliberate aft of villany. Citizen Charbonnicre, commanding the Boudoufc, being in com¬ 
pany with another French frigate, fell in with and captured a Britifh merchantman, which, of ccurfe, 
made no refiftance. He took the ciptain and crew out of the veflel, and brought them on board bis fri¬ 
gate, and there, in cold blood, put them all to death. The captain of the other French frigate humanely 
remonftrated againrt this needlefs aft of blood; but Charbonniere urged a decree of the convention, which 
ordained that all Britifh prifoncrs fhould be put to death; the other argued that at lea ft he might take 
them to Toulon (near which port they were), as it would never be too late to put the decree in execution, 
which had probably been parted in a moment of frenzy, and would undoubtedly foon be repealed. rhefe 
humane arguments had no effeft on the fanguinary monfter, for he cattfed them all to be taken on the 
fortcaflle and fltot to the number of eleven, among whom was the captain's fon, a lad of twelve years old, 
who in vain interceded for his father’s life, as the unhappy father did for mercy towards his child. This 
anecdote was related to me by an officer of the Ari&eft honour and veracity, who aflurrd me he was in the 
Bay of Tunis at the time Charbonniere was there alfo, and having heard this ftory of him, and wiffi- 
ing to afcctVm the truth or falfehood of it, he waited cm the French Conful for that purpofc, who 


I 
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At fix o’clock the Leander, having as yet received little da¬ 
mage, was ordered by fignal from the Admiral to aflift the 
fhips engaged, which fhe accordingly obeyed. At this time 
the a&ion between our three fhips Alexander, Majeftic, and 
Thefeus, and the Guillaume Tell, Genereux, Tonnant, and 
Timoleon, had become very diftant, as the latter continued 
imperceptibly to drop to leeward, and the Thefeus was obliged 
to veer on two cables to keep within reach of them. 

At eight a. m. the Goliath bore down and anchored near the 
Thefeus, the French fhips having brought to again. The fire 
of our fhips -was now chiefly turned on the Heureux and Mer- 
cure, which were foon obliged to furrender. The Timoleon 
was afhore, and the Tonnant was rendered a complete wreck. 
Thus circumflanced, and perceiving that few if any of our 
fhips were in a condition to make fail, Rear Admiral Ville 
Neuve, in the Guillaume Tell of 80 guns, refolved to lofe no 
time in efcaping from the certain fate that awaited him. 
About noon he got under weigh, as alfo did the Genereux of 
74 guns, and La Juftice and La Diane frigates. The inftant 


candidly acknowledged that the faft was too true, and that the deed was reprobated by the whole French 
nation) yet how could that be, when we find that the French government foon afterwards removed this 
a da (Tin from the Boudoufe to the command of the Artemife, a fine new frigate j and afterwards promoted 
him to the command of a line of battle foip? Hie account further adds, that the fifhermen’s wives, ap- 
prehenfive left their lmfbands might, by way of retaliation, fuffer a fimilar fate if they fell into the hands 
of the Englifti, were fo enraged againft Charbonniere, that they infulted him grofsly as he was proceeding 
from Toulon to Marfeilles, and his life was in fuch danger from them that he was allowed an armed force 
to guard him. We have fince heard that this cruel moufter has gone to aafwer for the bloody act be* 
fore the mod juft of tribunals. 
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Sir Horatio Nelfon perceived what they were about, he dif- 
patched the Zealous, by lignal, to intercept them. Unfortu¬ 
nately none of the windward {hips were in a condition to fecond 
his attempt to flop the fugitives. He did, however, all that 
could poflibly be done; as they pafled by him he received and 
returned the fire of each in fucceflion: the damage he fuftained 
in this contefi: prevented him from tacking, and the Admiral, 
with his ufu^il judgment, gave the fignal of recall. In the 
morning of the 3d of Auguft there remained in the Bay only 
the Timoleon and Tonnant of the French line that were not 
captured or deftroyed. The former being aground near the coaft, 
the Captain (Trullet) with his crew efcaped in their boats after 
fetting fire to her, and in a fliort time {he blew up. A flag of 
truce had been fent to the Tonnant, but the refufed to fub- 
mit; on which the Thefeus and Leander going down to her, 
and the Swiftfure following, {he ftruck without further refifiance. 
This completed the conqueft of the French fleet in the Bay 
of Aboukir, and the Britifh flag rode triumphant on the Egyp¬ 
tian feas. 
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CHAPTER V. 


.....Porte 

A1 mar tribute di coelcsti umori 
Per sette il Nilo sue famosc porte, 

E per cente altre ancor foci minori. 

E naviga oltra la citti, dal forte 
Greco fundata a i Greci abitatori: 

Et oltra Faro, esola gi& che lunge 

Giacque dal lidtT, al lido or si congiunge. Tasso, can. 15, v. 16. 


Happily imprefled with early fentiments of religion, Sir 
Horatio Nelfon did not, in the moment of victory, forget to 
whom that victory was firfi: to be attributed. The finger of 
Providence had been vifible from the entrance of the Britifh 
fleet into the Mediterranean to the conclufion of the important 
aCtion in the Bay of Aboukir. For though we ought not per¬ 
haps on every trivial occurrence of life to look for a particular 
mark of Divine fuperintendency, yet both feripture and hiftory 
give us authority to attribute thofe great events of life, by 
which kingdoms and nations to future generations are affected, 
td the particular and immediate ordinance of the Almighty, act¬ 
ing upon apparently natural caufes, but fo combined as to pro¬ 
duce effeCts moll; beneficial to the general welfare of mankind. 

The French nation, collectively and individually, had thrown 
off ail religion, and had openly declared to the world, that man 
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was free to think and a& for himfelf; that God, if God there 
was, could not, or would not, controul him. In their public 
affembly of the reprefentatives of the people, it had been de¬ 
liberately argued, and at length decreed, that the exiftence of a 
Deity was unfounded, and confequently that all worfhip to¬ 
wards him was abfurd; and, what was hardly less impious, it 
was afterwards decreed by a frefh law, that a God did exift, 
and that homage might be paid to him. CJhriftianity, that 
mild fyftem of true and difinterefted philanthropy, was how¬ 
ever entirely laid afide, or made a butt for impious witlings to 
feoff at. Death was declared to be nothing more than eternal 
fleep. This doctrine, fubverfive of all focial order, and deflroy- 
ing all the well regulated fyftems of long eftablifhed principles, 
was the favourite topic of every Frenchman, and to dilfeminate 
it was his prime object. And as in former times fire and 
fword were employed to propagate particular dogmas of reli¬ 
gion, now the fame means are exercifed to root out all reli¬ 
gions from the face of the globe. Wherever the French ar¬ 
mies came, religion felt the blow; being firft degraded in the 
perfons of its minifters, it was afterwards, by every means, ren¬ 
dered odious or contemptible to the people. On fome occa- 
fions, indeed, policy didlated another mode of adtion, and a 
feeming refpedt was at firft paid to the eftablifhed religion of 
the place; but this feldom lafted long, or was rendered nuga¬ 
tory by the general avowed difbelief in all religion, openly ex- 
preffed by the French armies. 
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Many heretofore powerful governments had been overturned 
by thefe deftroyers, who, flufhed with repeated conquefts, looked 
forward to the entire fubje&ion of the world to their arms. 
The Britifh nation had hitherto proved the foreft hindrance to 
all their profpedts: to deftroy that power was the principal ob¬ 
ject of their wifhes. Great Britain had long been unrivalled in 
its commercial engagements; whatever therefore would deftroy 
the principal fource of its commerce muft ultimately involve 
the nation itfelf in deftru£ion. 

India had for fome time prefented itfelf to the French nation 
as the defired object through which the Britifh commerce might 
receive the deepeft wound; and the well known hatred which 
Tippoo Sultaun bore to this nation, afforded to the French 
the moft flattering profpe&s of fuccefs, could they but con¬ 
vey a well difeiplined army of their own to aid their fan- 
guinary ally. It appears from various fubfequent events, that 
Egypt was the road through which they propofed to march to 
India. And Buonaparte feems to have entered into all the 
fchemes of the French government on this head, with his ufual 
activity and enterprize. 

When, therefore, he found himfelf perfectly matter of that 
rich country, and no obftacle of importance intervening; 
when a jun&ion with the firm ally of France in the My- 
fore feemed certain; the object of his ambition appeared 
almoft within his grafp. He now only waited for a further re¬ 
inforcement from France, which was to be fent to him as foon 
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as the government was a flu red that he had eftablillied himfelf 
in Egypt Admiral Briieys, it appears from various documents, 
was anxious to return to France with his fleet, that he might 
be ready to revifit the fhores of Egypt with the promifed rein¬ 
forcement. But Buonaparte did not choofe to be left without 
a means of retreat, and therefore he infifted upon his remaining 
on the coaft till farther orders. 

The Admiral’s /hip, J'Orient, being too large.to crofs the bar 
of the old harbour of Alexandria, it was found neceflary to an¬ 
chor his fleet in the Bay of Aboukir; where, protected by 
every precaution of art, and aided by the nature of the place, 
flanked by batteries, fand-banks, rocks, and flioals, he appeared 
to bid defiance to every hoftile attack. 

The victory obtained over this fleet at once deflroyed all the 
pleating dreams of future conquefts in the Eaft, which Buona¬ 
parte had hitherto indulged. Cut off* from a poflibility of re¬ 
ceiving the promifed reinforcements from France, by the anni¬ 
hilation of its fleet, he forefaw that the utmoft he could now 
hope for, was to fecure a fafe fituation for his army in the 
country where he was. The great change of opinion among 
his newly acquired fubje&s, occafioned by the event of this 
battle, which convinced them that their invaders were not in¬ 
vincible, made his fituation fufficiently uneafy, without any 
other pircumftances to render it more fo; but of them too he 
had a fufficient fihare. 
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Had the ftorm which damaged Rear-Admiral Nelfon’s fhip, 

r <*> d 1, ' / . 1 

when firft he came into the Mediterranean, continued longer 
than it did, he would in all probability have been difabled 
from further exertions at that time; by this gale the Toulon 
fleet was detained longer in port, which gave an opportunity to 
Commodore Troubridge to form a junction with the Admiral. 
At length the French fleet failed from Toulon, and proceeded 
by Sardinia to Malta; but we made our courfe for Naples, and 
miffed them. Had our fquadron fallen in with the enemy 
previous to the capture of Malta, and had a battle been fought, 
though it had terminated in our favour, as, in all humility, 
we may fuppofe, the utmoft that we could have done would 
have been to have captured feveral of their men of war, and 
difperfed the reft; but as we well know, in fuch an event, our 
own fhips muft have fuffered much, the reft of the convoy with 
troops might have efcaped, and proceeding to its deftination, 
would have effected its purpofe; in which cafe the natives of 
Egypt would have been ignorant of the naval defeat of their in¬ 
vaders, and would have had no hopes of future fucCour from 
us; and from the crippled ftate of our fhips, without a port to 
go to for repairs, the French would have been enabled to pour 
in frefh fupplies of men and ammunition, and the fertile banks 
of the Nile would/without oppofition, have been completely 
fubjugated by the power of the invader. The fame may be 
faid had the two fleets met, as was expe&ed, on the 2 ad of 
June, when they crofted each other in the night. But now their 
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fleet, which was to have {ecured to them a fafe retreat in cafe 
of failure, or if fuccefs had crowned their efforts, was to have 
convoyed frefh fupplies from the mother country, was annihi¬ 
lated, all hopes of retreat were cut off, all profpedl of reinforce¬ 
ments was deftroyed. 

The Admiral faw the grand effects that muft rcfult from 
the vi&ory he had obtained, and with his mind filled with gra¬ 
titude to that God whofe arm had been flretched out to f’ave 
his fleet from the numerous dangers that furrounded it, ifliied 
the following order, that does equal honour to his head and 
heart. 


Vanguard, off the mouth of the Nile, 2 d Aug. 1798. 

“ Almighty God having blefled his Majefty’s arms with vic¬ 
tory, the Admiral intends returning public thankfgiving for the 
fame at two o’clock this day; and he recommends every fhip 
doing the fame as foon as convenient.” 

Accordingly, he fet the example on board his own fhip im¬ 
mediately, having the proper prayers and thankfgivings offered 
up on the quarter-deck by the chaplain, himfelf, officers, and 
crew, attending. The other {hips that were leaft difabled did 
the fame; fome of the fleet were fo bufily employed in knot¬ 
ting and fplicing their rigging, or fifhing their tottering malls, 
that they were obliged to poftpone it till with greater eafe and 
fecurity this neceffary duty could be performed. The French 
prifoners on board the Britifh fhips were aftonifhed at the fo- 
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lemnity with which the officers and men offered up their ori- 
fons to the Almighty at fuch a moment. When fluffed with 
a conqueft fo important, the mind of man is too often prone to 
forget the hand that preferred him through paft dangers. 
Some of the French officers obferved, “ that it was not fur- 
priflng we could preferve order and difcipline, when we could 
imprefs the minds of our men with fuch fentiments after a vic¬ 
tory fo great, and at a moment of fuch feeming confufion.” 

The Admiral next iffued the following memorandum to each 
of the {hips of his fleet. 

Vanguard, off' the Mouth of the Nile, 2 d Aug. l798. 

“ The Admiral moft heartily congratulates the captains, 
officers, feamen, and marines, of the fquadron lie has the ho¬ 
nour to command, on the event of the late action; and he 
deiires they will accept his moft fincere and cordial thanks for 
their gallant behaviour in this glorious battle. It muft flrike 
forcibly every Britiff feaman, how fuperior their conduct is, 
when in difcipline and good order, to the riotous behaviour of 
lawlefs Frenchmen. 

“ The fquadron may be affured, the Admiral will not fail, 
with his difpatches, to reprefent their truly meritorious conduct 
in the ftrongeft terms to the Commander in Chief.” 

This flattering teftimony of approbation from the Admiral, 
was truly acceptable to the feveral individuals that compofed 
his fleet; and the important advantages fo lately obtained by 
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an inferior over a fuperior force, could not fail to make a ftrong 
impreflion on the minds of all, that the benefits arifing from a 
ftridt obedience, and Heady difcipline, can alone enfure fuccefs 
on the fea. 

It is to be hoped that the glorious event of this day may 
have its due influence on future generations of our brave fea- 
men; who mull be convinced that the honour of the Britilh 
navy can alone be fupported and maintained by a Heady ad¬ 
herence to the firll of military and naval duties, Obedience. 

The fleet, which under the command of Sir Horatio Nelfon 
had achieved this important victory, had been trained in the 
fchool of a Noble Admiral, b whofe exertions to fupport the 
difcipline of that part of the navy under his command, have been 
eminently fuccefsful, particularly during that eventful period 
when the machinations of our domeftic enemies, in almoft* 
every other part of our marine, had but too well fucceeded; I 
lay domellic enemies, for I do not believe that our republican 
neighbours' had any hand in the bufinefs, but that it originated 
and extended itfelf folely from the baleful exertions of a fet of 
vultures who feem to exift only to torture and deftroy the coun¬ 
try that protects and fupports them. It is now well known 
that hardly a Ihip of our fleets, either abroad or at home, was 

t> Several deep laid fchemes, of the moft fanguinary tendency, were dete&ed and defeated, and the ring¬ 
leaders brought to immediate punilhment, in the fleet blockading Cadis, under command of the Earl of 
6t. Vincent. 

* It ia certain that a fimilar mutiny exifted at the fame time in the marine of our enemies, which pre¬ 
vented them from taking advantage of the condition and diforganized date of our fleets. 
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without; an etniflary from the corresponding focieties. Many of 
them* who have fince fuffered for their crimes, have confefled 
that they were employed for the horrid purpofe of diforganizing 
our fleets, and opening, through the defection of our navy, a 
way for the entrance of every fpecies of anarchy and deftruc- 
tion. Certain it is, that in every mutiny that has been fuccefs- 
ful, we have reafon to believe that a very fmall part of the crew 
have influenced and directed the operations of the whole. A 
thoroughbred Britifh feaman is by no means inclined to refill 
the orders of his fuperiors, or to with the deflru£lion of that 
profeflion to which he owes his livelihood and fupport. It has 
been almoft univerfally found, that every mutiny has originated 
among the waifters or landfmen on board; who, from having 
more opportunities and leifure, get together and plot mifchief, 
while the feaman is either bufily engaged in repairing the da¬ 
mages time or hard weather has made in his wardrobe, or dur¬ 
ing his watch, in knotting, fplicing, and many other avocations 
to which he well knows how to turn his hand. 

May the event of the day I have had the honour to com¬ 
memorate, be deeply engraved on the mind of every fea¬ 
man—May future ages emulate the glorious example by fol¬ 
lowing the fteps that led to it—May Britifh Tailors be con¬ 
vinced that their hardy courage, without the aid of difcipline 
and fubordination, will never give them the palm of victory— 
May they ever be allured that by a cheerful obedience to the 
commands of their officers, in whofe courage and fkill they 
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may always confidently rely, they are attending to their own 
trueft interefts: and then, with the bleflings of that Providence 
who has hitherto fupported them againft the united powers of 
the univerfe, they may look,, forward to a continuance of the 
fame eminent fituation they now hold; and on their proper ele¬ 
ment, may bid defiance to the world in arms. 

On the 5th the Leander failed from the Bay; in her went 
Captain Berry of the Vanguard, bearing the difpatches of Sir 
Horatio Nelfon to the Commander in Chief the Earl of St. 
Vincent, off Cadiz, giving an account of the glorious vi&ory he 
had accomplifhed: unhappily this ill-fated fhip was not deftined 
to convey the wifhedUfor intelligence; for on her paffage fhe 
fell in with the Genereux of 74 guns, which had efcaped from 
the a&ion, and had received very little damage in it. The 
Frenchman was more than completely manned, her ufual com¬ 
plement being 700, fhe had now 900 men on board; whereas 
the Leander was fhort of her complement, which at the moft 
never exceeded 343. After gallantly defending the honour of 
the Britifh flag till refiftance was no longer allowable, the fhip 
being perfectly unmanageable by the lofs of her mafts, and to 
fave a further ufelefs effufion of blood, Captain Thompfon was 
obliged to furrender to a fuperior force; the difpatches were 
previoufly deflroyed by Captain Berry 4 . The enemy, on taking 

* The particulars of this a&ion are fo well detailed in a letter from Captain Thompfon to Evan No* • 
pean, Efq. that I (ball here give it at length, as it muft be highly interefting to thofe who hare not feen 
it, and thofe who have, will not think it time mifpent to re-perufe it 



7 1 


pofleflion of the Leander, did not follow the example that had 
fo recently been fet them; for no fooner had the French crew 

Copy of a letter from Captain Thompson, of his Majesty's late ship the Leander, to Evan Nepean, Esq. 

, SlB, On board the Lazarette, at Trieste, O&ober 14, ]?ss. 

It is with extreme pain I have to relate to you the capture of his Majefty’s (hip Leander, late under 
my command, by a French 74 gun (hip, after a clofe a&ion of fix hours and a half. On the 18th of Au- 
guft laft, being within five or fix miles of the weft end of Goza, near the ifland of Candia, we difeovered 
at day-break a large fail on the fouth-eaft quarter, (landing dtre&ly for the Leander; we were then be¬ 
calmed, but the ftranger bringing up a fine breeze from the fouthward, we foon made him to be a large 
lhip of the line. As the Leander was in officers and men opwards of eighty (hort of complement, 
and had on board a number which were wounded on the firft, I did not confider myfelf juftified in feek- 
ing an action with a (hip that appeared of fuch confiderable fuperiority in point of fize; I therefore took 
every means in my power to avoid it: I however foon found that our inferiority of (ailing made it inevita¬ 
ble, and I therefore, with all fail fet, fleered the Leander a courfe which I judged would receive our ad- 
verfary to the bed advantage, (hould he bring us to battle. At eight o'clock the ftrange (hip (dill con¬ 
tinuing to have the good fortune of the wind) had approached ns wj|jiin a long random (hot, and had 
Neapolitan colours hoifted, which he now changed to Tnrkifh j but this deception was of no avail, as I 
plainly made him to be French.—At nine he had ranged up within half a gun (hot of onr weather quar¬ 
ter; I therefore hauled the Leander up fufficiently to bring the broadfide to bear, and immediately com¬ 
menced a vigorous cannonade on him, which he inftantly returned. The (hips continued nearing each 
other until half pad ten, keeping up a conftant and heavy firing. At this time I perceived the enemy 
intending to run us on board, and the Leander being very much cut up in rigging, fails, and yards, I 
was unable, with the light air that blew, to prevent it. He ran us on board on the larboard bow, and 
continued alongside us for fome time: a mod fpirited and well dire&ed fire, however, from our (mail 
party of marines (commanded by the feijeant) on the poop, and from the quarter deck, prevented the 
enemy from taking advantage of his good fortune, and he was repulfed in all his efforts to make an im- 
preffion on us. The firing from the great guns was all this time kept up with the fame vigour, and a 
light breeze giving the (hips way, I was enabled to deer clear of the enemy, and foon afterwards had the 
fatisfadion to luff under his dern, and palling him within ten yards, diftindly difeharged every gun from 
the Leander into him. As from henceforward ^jjj^ nothing but a continued feries of heavy firing within 
pidol (hot, without any wind, and the fea as fmooth as glafs, I feel it unneceifary to give you the detail 
of the effects of every (hot, which mud be obvious from our fituation; I (hall therefore content myfelf 
with afluring you, that a mod vigorous cannonade was kept up from |he Leander, without the Analled 
intermidion, until half pad three in the afternoon. At this time, the enemy having palfed our bows 
with a light breeze, and brought himfelf on our darboard fide, we found that our guns on that fide were 
nearly all difabled by the wreck of our own (pars that had fallen on this fide. This produced a celfation 
of our fire, and the enemy took this time to afk us if we had furrenderpd. The Leander was now totally 
ungovernable, not having a thing Handing but the fluttered remains of the fore and main madB, and the 



7 * 


got on board the Leander, than all hands were employed in the 
molt rapacious plunder; Captain Thompfon had received a fe- 
vere wound in the a&ion, yet was he by no means fafe from 
the rough treatment of the*ferocious plunderers. 

The Genereux, with her prize, proceeded to Corfu; from 
whence Captains Thompfon and Berry were fent to Triefte, and 
after performing quarantine there, were permitted to return to 
England on their parole of honour, where the fentence of a 

. .. 1 -‘ff - 

bowfprit, her hull cut to pieces, tod the decks full of killed and wounded; and perceiving the enemy, 
who had only loft his mizen-top-mast, approaching to place himfelf athwart our ftern; in this defencc- 
lefs fituation, 1 afked Captain Berry If he thought we could do more? He coinciding with me that fur¬ 
ther refinance was vaio and k$jgwicable, and, indeed, all hope of fuccefs having for fome time vanifhed, 
I therefore now dire&ed an anfwerto be given in the affirmative, and the enemy foon after took pofieffioa 
of his Majefiy’s.fhip. 

I cannot conclude this account without alluring you how much advantage his Majefty's fervice derived 
during this aftion from the gallantry and aftivity of Captain Berry, of the Vanguard; I fhould alfo be 
■ wanting in juftice, if I did not bear teftimony to the fteady bravery of the officers and feamen of the 
Leander in this hard conteft, which, though unfuccefsful in its termination, will ffill, I truft, entitle them 
to the approbation of their country. The enemy proved to be the Genereux, of 74 guns, commanded by 
M. Lejoille, Chef de Divifion, who had efcaped from the a&ion of the 1ft of Auguft, and, being the 
rearmoft of the French line, had received little or no fhare of it, haring on board QOO men, about 100 of 
whom we found had been killed in the prefent conteft, and 188 wounded. I enclofc a lift of the lofs in 
killed and wounded in the Leander, and have the honour to be, 4rc. 

Thomas Thompson. 

A return of officers and men killed and wounded on board his Majesty's ship Leander, 

on the 181A Aufmt, 1798. 

Officers killed: Mr. Peter Downs, midfhipman; Mr. Gibfon, midfhipman of the Caroline} Mr. Ed¬ 
ward Haddon, midfhipman} 24 feamen killed.-—Marines killed: Serjeant Dair, and 7 privates.— 
Total: 3 officers, 24 feamen, 1 ferjeant, 7 marines, killed.——Officers wounded: Captain Thompfon, 
badlyj Lieutenant Taylor; Lieutenant Swiney; Mr. Lee, mafter; Mr Mathias, boatfwain, badly; Mr. 
Lacky, matter's mate; Mr. Nailor, midfhipman.—41 feamen; 9 marines.—Total, 7 officers, 41 feamen, 
9 marine*, wounded. 


Thomas. Thompson. 
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court-martial did ample honour to the gallant conduit of thefe 
two officers'. 

• At a court-martial aflembled and held on board his Majesty's Hup America, on Monday, Decem¬ 
ber 1 / th, 1708, at Sheerncfs : 

The Court, in pursuance of an order from the. Oommiflioncrs for executing tin: office of Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, &c. dated the 13tli of die prefent month, December, proceeded to 
inquire into the conduct of Captain Thomas Thompfon, commander of his Majesty's (hip the Leandcr, 
and fucli of the officers and ship's company as were on board of her at the time flie fum ndered, and was 
taken poffeffion of by the Genereux, a French lhip of 7-1 guns, and to try them rofpc dively for tlu- fame 
accordingly. And the Court hating heard the evidence brought forward in fupport of Captain Tlionip- 
fon's narrative of the capture of the fiid lhip, and having very maturely and deliberately confidcred the 
whole, is of opinion—That the gallant, and almost unprecedented defence of Captain Thompfon, of his 
Majcfty’s late ffiip the Leander, againft fo fuperior a force as that of the Genereux, is deferving of every 
praife his Country and this Court can give; and that his conduct, with that of the officers and men under 
his command, refledts not only the higheft honour on himlelf and them, but to their Country at large : 
and the Court do therefore moft honourably acquit Captain Thompfon, his officers, and (hip's company; 
and he and they are hereby moft honourably acquitted accordingly. 

Signed by the Court. 

The Prefident, after the fentencc was read, addrefie.d Captain Thompfon nearly as follows: “Captain 
Thompfon, I fed the mofi lively pleafure in returning you tne fword with which you have fo bravely 
maintained the honour of your King and Country; the more fo, as I am convinced, that when you are 
again called upon to draw it in their defence, you will add frcfli laurels to the wreath you have already 
fo nobly won.” The thanks of die Court were alfo given to Sir Edward Berry, who was prefent on this 
occafion, for the gallant and afilive zeal he manifefled, by giving his afliltanee on board the Leander, 
in the combat with the Genereux: and upon the return of Captain Thompfon to the fliore from the 
court-martial, he was faluted with three cheers by all die fliips in harbour at Sheerncfs. 

It is with concern we contemplate the contraft of French manners with our own. lnflcad of that hu¬ 
mane attention to the wants and diftrdfes of the prifoners which has always been (hewn by us to tliofe 
that fall into our hands, we find by a variety of inftances that they feldom or ever treat their prifoners 
with common humanity. By a letter from Captain Berry, publiflied loon after his return to England, 
we learn diat the French, on taking potfellion of the Leander, not only plundered the officer.-, and crew 
of every thing they poflefied, but afterwards by their cruelty and negleft expofed the tick and wounded 
to almoft certain death.—Mr. Stanley, the Britifh Conl'ul at Triefte, in a letter to the Lords Commillioner* 
of the Admiralty, llates, that forty of the crew of the Leander arrived at that port in a dreadful ftate, 
having been forced by tbe Commander at Corfu into fmall vefiels, in which, wounded and difeafed, 
expofed to the inclemency of the weather for feventeen days, and with a very faulty allowance of bad 
food, they fcarcely furvived the feverity of their treatment. 

L 



But to return to the victorious fleet in the Bay of Aboukir. 

The utmoft exertions were now to be made, to render the 
captured fliips fit for a voyage, that they might be tranfported 
to the harbours of Britain as memorials of the prowefs of her 
fons. Our own fliips too, required repair; moft of them were 
feverely crippled in their malls and rigging, many of them da¬ 
maged in their hulls, and all fo completely fhaken, that much 
was to be done before they could with fafety venture on fo 
Jong a voyage. Sir Horatio Nelfon fent Captain Troubridge 
andXaptain Hallowell with a flag of truce to Aboukir to offer 
an exchange of prifoners; and it was agreed on the part of 
the French commander, that receipts fliould he given for all 
the French prifoners fent on fhore, who fliould alfo engage 
not to ferve, or bear arms againfl us, until regularly exchanged. 
They were alfo to find boats to tranfport them from the fliips 
to the fhore, as moft of the boats of the two fleets were de- 
ftroyed or damaged in the action. Accordingly the treaty on 
our part was put in execution without delay; the wounded, 
who had been treated with the utmoft humanity and kindnefs, 
were firft landed, and the reft followed; but no fooner had 
they reached the fhore, than, by orders from the Commander 
in Chief, they were formed into a battalion, and called the 
Nautic Legion. It is needlefs to comment on this breach of 
a folemn engagement: none but the abettors of French princi¬ 
ples will attempt to juftify it; that fuch there are on Britifh 
ground is melancholy to reflect; but if they had witnefted, as I 
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have done, the various mifchiefs ariflng from them, they furely 
would blufh to think they could ever have defended fuch con- 
du6t! 

On the 8th the ifland was taken pofleflion of; as it was ob- 
ferved that fome of the enemy had made towards it, Captain 
Hallowed brought off two brafs thirteen-inch mortars made 
by General Gomier, and two brafs twelve-pounders. The 
iron guns he threw into the fea, and deltroyed the platforms. 
This ifland is fltuated to the northward of Aboukir about two 
miles. In the evening of the fame day, Captain Troubridge, 
who had now fucceeded in getting the Culloden off the rocks, 
and had in part repaired the damages the had fuflaiued, cap¬ 
tured a boat in which was a courier bearing difpatchcs and let¬ 
ters from Buonaparte at Cairo, which place he left ten days 
fince. Thefe intercepted letters form the firft part of the cu¬ 
rious colle&ion which have flnee been published in England, 
and which, as they contain the undifguifed fentiments of the 
writers, may be faid to give the belt inflght into the hiftory of 
this famous expedition, by which France got rid of more than 
fortv thouland of her bell foldiers. Molt of thefe letters, which 

j 

were of a private nature, have very properly been fupprefled; they 
contained a melancholy proof of the depravity of morals which 
prevails throughout the new republic; the writers of them, though 
complaining of the perilous flate in which they were, feemed 
to lament it only becaufe they were deprived of the power of 
continuing in the fame courfe of debauchery they had before 
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indulged in; feveral letters difclofed the moft treacherous dif- 
pofitions; being to the wives or fitters of friends with whom 
the writers held illicit corretpondence; all, however, concurred 
in exprefting an abhorrence of their prefent forlorn fituation; 
in want of every comfort, and deprived of many neceflaries; in a 
burning climate, expofed to the worft of difeafes, and furrounded 
on all tides by ferocious enemies, whofe numbers they daily in- 
creafed by their infolent and rapacious conduct; fo that they 
could not ttir a few yards from their camp without being murdered 
by the wandering Bedouins, who conftantly hovered round their 
rear ready to cut off every ttraggler- On the i oth a fquare-rigged 
veffel was difcovered in the offing; the Swiftfure was ordered, 
by tignal, to chace, and immediately got under weigh: in the 
evening we came up with, and took her; the proved to be the 
French national corvette La Fortune, of 16 guns and 70 men, 
commanded by Citoyen Marchand, Lieutenant de Vaifteau. On 
board of her were feveral officers, and amongft the reft a fur- 
geon on the ftaff, who, it feems, had buffered his fenfe of the 
dangers and difficulties he was expofed to by the expedition, 
to get the better of his prudence, and had expretfed his difap- 
probation of it with fo much acrimony, that the Commander 
in Chief had, by way of puniffiment, put him into the corvette 
bound on a cruife off Damietta. When captured by us he was 
ignorant of the event of the battle in Aboukir Bay; as boon as 
he was informed of it, and that his brother was killed on board 
l’Orient, his grief knew no bounds, he threw his fnuff-box 
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overboard, and exprefled the moft lively forrow; when fud- 
denly recovering himfelf with the obfervation, “ c’eft la for- 
tuna de la guerre,” he turned to the fpecftators and faid he 
would amufe them, and inftantly pulled from his pocket a lu¬ 
dicrous figure of a monk, with which he fo entertained himfelf 
and the company, that in a few moments all care for his bro¬ 
ther, his country, or himfelf, now a prifoner, was forgotten. 
How perfectly characleriftic of the inhabitants of the foi-difant 
great nation! a few moments ferve for grief of the moft poig¬ 
nant nature, and their buoyant minds turn with double relifh to 
frolic and folly. In the evening of the fame day we deferied 
three fail which we fuppofed to have been our frigates, fo long 
wifhed-for and expelled, but they did not venture near enough 
to let us into the fecret. On Saturday we anchored with our 
prize in the fleet; fome of the prifoners were fent on board the 
Guerrier to take their paflage for Europe, and the next day the 
furgeon, of whom I have given fome account, was fent on board 
the Majeftic, to his great joy, as lie was in fear of being re¬ 
turned to the army on fliore; but was now to attend fome of 
the wounded Frenchmen who were to go home in the Majeftic. 
On the 1 zth the Swiftfure again got under weigh, and failed 
towards Alexandria to watch the motions of the enemy in that 
port; in the evening fhe returned to the fleet, but inftantly 
failed again after three fail in the ofling, which firft made to¬ 
wards the Bay and then retreated with expedition: the whole 
fhip’s company therefore were obliged to remain at quarters, 
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although we fufpe&ed them to be our frigates, as it is always 
proper to be prepared for the worft. At feven o’clock the next 
morning we again defcried the ftrange fails, and made the pri¬ 
vate and feveral other flgnals to them. At length one of them 
bore down to us: fhe proved to be the Bonne Citoyen; and the 
others, who then joined, we found to be the Emerald and Ale- 
inene. We all returned to the Bay to the great fatisfadtion 
of the Admiral, who had been greatly diftrefled for want of 
frigates. On the 13th the Admiral difpatched the Mutine 
brig with the Honourable Captain Capel to Naples, bearing 
duplicates of the difpatches fent by the Leander to the Earl 
of St. Vincent. Captain Capel came by land from thence to 
England, and on the ad of October 1798 arrived at the Ad¬ 
miralty with the wifhed-for intelligence of the defeat of the 
French fleet on the coaft of Egypt. 

This work would by no means anfwer the expectations of the 
public, fliould I omit to infert the very excellent letter of the 
noble Admiral to the Earl of St. Vincent; I have therefore 
given it with the other letters brought to the Admiralty by 
Captain Capel. 

Admiralty-Office, Odubcr 2 d, 1798. 

The Honourable Captain Capel, of his Majefty’s floop Mu¬ 
tine, arrived this morning with difpatches from Rear-Admiral 
Sir Horatio Nelfon, K. B. to Evan Nepean, Efq. fecretary of 
the Admiralty, of which the following are copies: 
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Sir, Vanguard, Mouth of the Nile, Augujl 7 th, 1798. 

Herewith I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy of my 
letter to the Earl of St. Vincent, together with a line of battle 
of the Englifh and French fquadrons; alfo a lift of killed and 
wounded. I have the pleafure to inform you, that eight of 
our ftiips have already top-gallant-yards acrofs, and ready for 
any fervice; the others, with the prizes, will foon be ready for 
fea. In an event of this importance, I have thought it right 
to fend Captain Capel with a copy of my letter (to the com¬ 
mander in chief) over-land, which, I hope, their lordfhips will 
approve; and beg leave to refer them to Captain Capel, who 
is a moft excellent officer, and fully able to give every infor¬ 
mation ; and I beg leave to recommend him to their Lordfhips’ 
notice. I have the honour to be, &c. 

HORATIO NELSON. 

P. S. The ifland I have taken pofleffion of, and brought off 
the two thirteen-inch mortars, all the brafs guns, and deftroyed 
the iron ones. 

To Evan Nepean, Efq. 


My Lord, Vanguard, Mouth of the Nile, Aug. 3 d, 1798. 

Almighty God has bleffed his Majefty’s arms in the late 
battle, by a great vi&ory over the fleet of the enemy, whom I 
attacked at funfet on the ift of Auguft off the mouth of the 
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Nile, The enemy were moored in a ftrong line of battle for 
defending the entrance of the Bay (of fhoals), flanked by nu¬ 
merous gun-boats, four frigates, and a battery of guns and 
mortars on an ifland in their van; but nothing could withftaiul 
the fquadron your Lordfhip did me the honour to place under 
my command. Their high ftate of difeipline is well known 
to you, and with the judgment of the captains, together with 
their, valour, and that of the officers and men of every deferip- 
tion, it was abfolutely irrefiftible. Could any thing from my 
pen add to the characters of the captains, I would write it with 
pleafure, but that is impoflible. 

I have to regret the lofs of Captain Weftcott, of the Ma- 
jeftic, who was killed early in the aCtion; but the fhip was con¬ 
tinued to be fo well fought by her flrfl: lieutenant, Mr. Cuth- 
bert, that I have given him an order to command her till your 
Lordfhips’ pleafure is known. The fhips of the enemy, all but 
their two rear fhips, are nearly difmafted; and thofe two, with 
two frigates, I am forry to fay, made their efcape; nor was it, 
I aflfure you, in my power to prevent them. Captain Hood 
moft handfomely endeavoured to do it, but I had no fhip in a 
condition to fupport the Zealous, and I was obliged to call her 
in. 

The fupport and afliftance I have received from Captain Berry, 
cannot be fufliciently exprefled. I was wounded in the head, 
and obliged to be carried off the deck, but the fervice fuffered 
no lofs by that event. Captain Berry was fully equal to the 
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important fervice then going on, and to him I muft beg leave 
to refer you for every information relative to this victory. He 
will prefent you with the flag of the fecond in command, that 
of the commander in chief being burnt in 1’Orient. 

Herewith I tranfmit you lifts of the killed and wounded, and 
the lines of battle of ourfelves and the French. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

HORATIO NELSON. 

To Admirat the Earl of St. Vincent, 

Commander in Chief, &c. &c. off Cadiz. 


LINE OF BATTLE. 


Ships Names. 

Captains. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Culloden ....... 

T. Troubridge. 

7 4 . • . 

5QO 

Tbefeus. 

R. W. Miller. 

7 4 . . . 

590 

Alexander . 

Alexander J. Ball. 

rRear-Adm. Sir H. Nelfon, K. B.'j 

74 .. . 

590 

Vanguard . 

\ Edward Berry. J 

>74 ... 

595 

Minotaur. 

Thomas Louis. 

74 . . . 

04O 

Leander. 

T. B. Thompfon. 

so . . . 

843 

Swiftfure ...... 

B. Hallowell. 

74 . . . 

590 

Audacious. 

Davidge Gould. 

74 . . . 

590 

Defence . 

John Peyton. 

74 . . . 

590 

Zealous ........ 

Samuel Hood. 

74 . . . 

590 

Orion. 

Sir James Saumarez. 

74 . . . 

590 

Goliath. 

Thomas Foley. 

74 . . . 

s 90 

Majeftic. 

George B. Weftcott. 

74 .. . 

690 

Bellerophon. 

Henry D. E. Darby. 

74 .. . 

590 

La Mutine, Brig . . 

T. M. Hardy. 

14 . . . 

110 


HORATIO NELSON. 


Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, Aug. 3d, 179 8 * 
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FRENCH LINE OF BATTLE. 


Ships Names. Captains. Guns. Men. 

Guerrier .. .... . — . . . . 74 ... Ooo Taken. 

Conquerant.. 74 . . . 700 Taken. 

Spartiate..74 . . . 700 Taken. 

kquilon. .■ — —-—- 74 . . . 700 Taken, 

Souverain Peuple .. - 74 . . . 700 Taken. 


Franklin 
)rient .. . 


} 


JBlanquet, firft Contre- 
t- Admiral 
JBrueys, Admiral and ^ 
l Commander in Chief. / 


80 .. . 800 Taken. 

c 

120... 1010 Burnt. 


Tonnant 


Timoleon .. .. 
Mercure. 

Le Guillaume Tell 


80 . . . 800 Taken. 

74 ... 700 Taken. 

74 ... 700 Burnt. 

74 .. . 700 Taken. 


fVilleneuve, fecond Con 
\ tre-Admiral 


80 ... 800 Efcaped. 


Le Genereux..74 ... 70° Efcaped. 

HORATIO NELSON. 

Vanguard , off the Mouth of the Nile, Aug. 3 d, 1798. 


FRIGATES. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Le Diane. 

48 .... 

, ♦ 

... 300 Efcaped. 

Le Juftice .... 

44 .... 

... 3 oo Efcaped. 

L’Artemife ... 

36 .... 

. .. 250 Burnt. 

Le Serieufe . . . 

36 .... 

... 250 Difmafted and funk. 


* HORATIO NELSON. 
Vanguard off the Mouth of the Nile, Jug. 3 d, 1798. 



















83 


A return of the killed and wounded in his Majejiys Jhips under the 
command of Sir Horatio Nelfon, K. B. Rear-Admiral of the Blue, 
in aBion with the French, at anchor, on the if of Auguf 1798, off 
the , Mouth of the Nile. 


KILLED. WOUNDED. 


8hips Names. 

Officers. 

Seamen. 

Marines. 

Officers. 

Seamen. 

Marines. 

Total. 

Thefeus . .. 

0 

5 

0 

2 

24 

5 

35 

Alexander . . 

\ 

13 

0 

5 

48 

5 

72 

Vanguard . . 

3 

20 

7 

7 

60 

8 

105 

Minotaur . . 

2 

18 

3 

4 

54 

6 

87 

Swiftfure . . 

0 

7 

0 

1 

39 

2 

29 

Audacious 

0 

1 

0 

2 

31 

2 

36 

Defence . .. 

0 

3 

1 

0 

9 

2 

15 

Zealous »» •» 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7 

0 

8 

Orion . 

1 

11 

1 

5 

9 

2 

15 

Goliath .... 

2 

12 

7 

4 

28 

9 

62 

Majeftic . . . 

3 

33 

14 

3 

124 

16 

193 

Bellerophon 

4 

32 

13 

5 

126 

17 

. 197 

Leander.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

0 

14 

Total id 

156 

46 

37 

562 

78 

895 


Ships Names. 

Vanguard .. 


Alexander 


OFFICERS KILLED. 


Officers Names. 

-Taddy. 

Thomw Seymour. 

John G. Taylor. 

John Collins.* • • 


Rank. 

Captain of Marines 

Midftiipman 

Ditto 

Lieutenant 
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Orion . 
Goliath 


Majeftic 


Bellerophon . . . 


Minotaur. 


- Baird.* .. 

Captain’s Clerk 

William Davies. 

Mailer’s Mate 

Andrew Brown ... 

Midlhipman 

George B. Weftcott. 

Captain 

Zebedee Ford.. 

Midlhipman 

Andrew Gilmore. 

Boatfwain 

Robert Savage Daniel.... 

lieutenant 

W. Launder. 

Ditto 

George JolifFe. 

Ditto 

Thomas Ellifon.. 

Mailer’^ Mate 

J. S. Kirchner. 

Mailer 

Peter Walters. 

Mailer’s Mate, 


OFFICERS WOUNDED. 


Vanguard 


Thefeus . 
Alexander 


Audacious . . . . 

■ -" ' M ,' 1 , - 1 — 


N. Vaffal. 

T. Adie. 

J. Campbell. 

M. Auftin. 

J. Weatherftone .... 

George Antrim. 

- Hawkins. 

Alexander J. Ball, Efq. 

J. Crefwell. 

W. Lawfon. 

G. Bully. 

Luke Anderfon . . , .. 

John Jeans. 

Chriftopher Font. . . . 


. . Lieutenant 
. . Ditto 

.. Admiral’s Secretary 
. . Boatfwain 
. . Midlhipman 
. . Ditto 
.. Lieutenant 
.. Captain 
. . Captain of Marines 
. . Mailer 
. . Midlhipman 
Ditto 

. . Lieutenant 
. . Gunner 
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Orion. 


Goliath 


Majeilic 


Bellerophon .. . 


Minotaur 


Swiftfure 


Sir James Saumarez 

Peter Sadler. 

Philip Rlchardion . 
Charles Miell .... 

*-Lanfeily .... 

William Wilkinfon 

Law Graves. 

P. Strachan. 

James Payne. 

■' Charles Seward . . . 

Charles Royle. 

Robert Overton... . 
H. D. Darby, Efq. . 
Edward Kirby. 
John Hopkins . 

-Chapman, 

Nicholas Betfon 
Thomas Irwin 
John Jewell 
Thomas Foxten 
Martin Wills 
William Smith 


Captain 

Boatfwain 

Midihipman 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Lieutenant 

Midihipman 

Schoolmaiter 

Midihipman 

Midihipman 

Ditto 

Captain’s Clerk 

Captain 

Mailer 

Captain of Marines 
Boatfwain 
Midihipman 
Lieutenant 

Lieutenant of Marines 
Second Mailer 
Midihipman 
Midihipman 


Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 
Sir, Jug. n, 1798. 

Herewith I fend you a copy of my letter to the Earl of 
St. Vincent of this date. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

HORATIO NELSON. 


Evan Nepean, Efq. 
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Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile* 
My Lord, 4 iig . 11, 1708. 

The Swiftfure brought in this morning La Fortune, French 
corvette, of 18 guns and 70 men. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Earl St. Vincent. HORATIO NELSON. 

Sir Horatio Nclfon was aware of the defigns ,the enemy had 
formed to attack our Eaft Indian poffeflions in cafe their Egyp¬ 
tian expedition was ci'owned with fuccefs; he therefore inftantly 
difpatched intelligence of the invafion of Bonaparte, his pro¬ 
bable objedl in it, and the event of the naval combat in the 
Bay of Aboukir. Lieutenant Duval, of the Zealous, was felec 5 t- 
ed to convey this important intelligence to the Eaft Indies, 
which he accompliflied in time to put the government there 
fufficiently on its guard, and to counteract the machinations of 
the enemy, by a fudden and unexpected attack upon Tippoo 
Sultaun. Thus, at one blow, all the fine projects the French 
had formed for eftablifhing themfclves, and driving us out of 
India, were deftroyed. I cannot better illuftrate what has been 
faid on this fubject, than by quoting part of a letter from a 
celebrated Frenchman, Citizen E. Pouflielgue f , Comptroller of 

f They who have read the firft patt of “ the. Intercepted Letters,” will recolleft an excellent account 
of the battle of the Nile by this officer. The circumftantial detail he lias given of the a&lon, and the 
accurate description of the fituation and appearance of the two fleets on the morning of the 2d of 
Auguft, is the more to be admired, when we confider that he was at the diftance of eleven or twelve 
miles from the feene of aQion. The tower of Abou Mandour, from whence he viewed the confM, is 
fitnated on an eminence half a league to the fouthward of Rofetta. 
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the Expences of the Army, and Adminiftrator-General of the 
Finances in Egypt; this letter was, with many others, inter¬ 
cepted by the Britifh Fleet in the Mediterranean, and after¬ 
wards publiffied. He thus expreffies himfelf: “ But the fatal 
engagement of Aboukir ruined all our hopes; it prevented us 
from receiving the remainder of the forces which were defined 
for us; it left the field free for the Engliffi to perfuade the 
Porte to declare war againftus; it rekindled that which was 
hardly extinguiihed with the Emperor of Germany; it opened 
the Mediterranean to the Ruffians, and planted them on our 
frontiers; it occafioncd the lofs of Italy, and the invaluable pof- 
feffions in the Adriatic, which we owed to the fuccefsful cam¬ 
paigns of Bonaparte; and finally,// at once rendered aborlhe 
all our projects, Jince it was no longer poffible for us to dream 
of giving the Englijh any uneafinefs in India ; add to this, that 
the people of Egypt, whom wc wifhed to confider as friends 
and allies, inftantaneoufly became our enemies, and, entirely 
furrounded as we were by the Turks, we found ourfelves en¬ 
gaged in a moft difficult, defenfive war, without a glimpfe of 
the flighteft future advantage to be derived from it.” 

On the morning of the 14th the Orion, Majeffic, Bellerophon, 
Defence, Minotaur, Audacious, and Thefeus, with the prizes, 
confiffing of the Tonnant, Spartiate, Peuple Souverain, Franklin, 
Aquilon, and Conquerant, failed for Gibraltar, but brought-to at 
lingle anchor in the mouth of the Bay. The prizes being fup- 
plied with jury-mafts only, and very weakly manned from our 
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fleet, were fo unwieldy that they could with difficulty get out 
of the Bay, fome of them drifting very much to leeward. In 
the afternoon a brig arrived from Tunis, with fome of the 
officers and crew of 1 ’Aigle frigate, Captairi Tyler, lately 
loft off that port, as fhe was conveying difpatches and letters, 
from England and Gibraltar, to Admiral Nelfon and his fleet. 
Our mortification was exceffive at being thus deprived of the 
pleafure of hearing from our friends and country after fo long 
a voyage, during which no tidings of either could reach us. On 
the 15 th the fhips above mentioned, with their prizes, once 
more got under weigh, and proceeded on their voyage to Europe* 
Sir James Saumarez, in the Orion, commanded this divifion, 
and we find they all arrived fafe at Gibraltar, to the joy and 
aftonifhment of the garrifon, and the infinite fatisfaCtion of the 
Earl of St. Vincent. On the 16th the Heureux was burnt, as 
it was found impracticable to refit and render her capable to 
undertake a voyage of any length, notwithftanding the exertions 
of Captain Ball, who had entertained a fanguine hope of repair¬ 
ing all the captured fhips, fufficiently to enable them to reach 
the ports of Britain; and two days after, the Admiral was 
obliged to bum the Guerrier and Mercure; the former having, 
at the commencement of the aCtion, received the fire of feveral 
of our fhips, and having been fo fevejely handled by the Zealous, 
that there remained no polfibility of refitting her *fbr a Voyage; 
the latter being aground and fo much dafnaged, that nothing 
could be done to fave her. 
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The French, as their cuftom ever has been, have ftated the 
fuperiority in point of numbers and Weight of metal in this ac¬ 
tion to have been on our fide; how falfely, will appear when 
the whole is fairly ftated. The French fleet confifted of thir¬ 
teen fhips of the line, of which one was of 130 guns, and three 
of 80 guns each; the reft were feventy-fours, befides four large 
frigates, and many fmaller veflels, fuch as bombs, and gun¬ 
boats. Our fleet confifted of fourteen fail of the line; one of 
them, the Leander, (which on this occafion was taken into the 
line) had only 50 guns, and the reft were feventy-fours, and 
the Mutine brig of 16 guns. It is needlefs to obferve, that the 
accident which befel the Culloden, reduced our number^ to 

thirteen fail of the line, the fame as the French, but by ho 

* J 

means equal either in weight of metal, or number of guns and 
men, as the following ftatement will fhew. The Britifh fleet 
of fourteen fail of the line, and the Mutine brig, having in all 
1036 guns and 8178 men, from which dedudt for the Culloden 
74 guns and 590 men, and Mutine of 16 guns and no men, 
and the amount of thofe actually engaged will be 936 
guns and 7478 men. The French line of battle of thir¬ 
teen fhips engaged, confifted of 1036 guns and 9610 men; 
and the four frigates, which alfo were in a< 5 tion, carried 164 
guns and 1100 men; total 1190 guns, 10,710 men; making a 
fuperiority in point of numbers on their fide, of 354 guns and 
3333 men; a great difproportion, when the other circumftances 
of the attack are alfo taken into the fcale. 

N 
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On the 17th the Swiftfure, on a cruize off Alexandria, defcried 
a fquare-rigged ftiip in the offing; the was foon made out to be 
an Engliffi frigate, \he Seahorfe of 36 guns. On coming within 
hail, her commander, Captain Foote, inquired what news of the 
French fleet? Captain Hallowell, in a few words, told him the 
event of the late action. The aftonifhment and pleafure exprefled 
by all on board the frigate gave us Angular fatisfa&ion: inftantly 
the fhrouds were manned, and a falute of three- hearty cheers 
was given us, which we as warmly returned. Captain Foote, 
on coming on board the Swiftfure, informed us, that he was 
difpatched by the Earl of St. Vincent to reinforce Lord Nel- 
fon’s fleet: and that he had lately fallen in with, and captured, 
la Senflble, French frigate of 36 guns, having General Bara- 
guay d’Hilliers and his ftaff on board, returning from Malta; and 
after a chafe of twelve hours, and clofe action of eight minutes, 
he captured her. The Senflble had 18 killed and 36 wounded, 
in which latter number was the captain: the lofs of the Sea¬ 
horfe ,was only two killed and 16 wounded. After the French¬ 
man had ftruck, one of the crew treacheroufly threw a grenade 
into one of the ports of the Seahorfe, by which one man was 
killed and feveral badly wounded. Captain Foote remonftrated 
with the French commander on this ffiameful a<ft; he caufed 
an inquiry to be made to find out the culprit, and an American 
was reported to be the perfon: whaf became of him, I do not 
know, but that he richly deferred to be run up to the yard¬ 
arm. 
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On the 19th a Greek veflel came out of Alexandria, and, pur- 
fuant to the orders of Admiral Nelfon, the was burnt, and her 
crew fent on fhore. The Zealous joined us on the 30th, with 
the information that the Admiral, in the Vanguard, and the 
Alexander, Captain Ball, had failed for Naples, leaving the 
Goliath, Zealous, and Swiftfure, with the Seahorfe and Alc- 
mene frigates, and Fortune corvette, to guard the coaft of 
Egypt, and prevent the efcape of Bonaparte and his army, if 
they fhould make any attempt to effect it. Captain Hood was 
now our Commodore. The Goliath and Fortune remained at 
anchor in the Bay, while the Commodore and the reft of his 
fquadron cruized off Alexandria. On the 33d the Alcmene 
captured a veflel from Toulon bearing difpatches for General 
Bonaparte, and letters for his army and navy. The difpatches 
being thrown overboard, two of the crew of the Alcmene per¬ 
ceiving it, inftantly jumped into the fea and faved them, for 
which they have received, as they richly merited, a very ample 
reward in a penfion for life. The veflel captured, called La 
Legere, was a gun-veflel carrying flx guns. 

On the 35th the boats of the Goliath, commanded by Lieut. 
W. Debuif, attacked and carried the Torride, a ketch of feven 
guns, anchored under the guns of the Caftle of Aboukir: the bufi- 
nefs was ably conducted, add gallantly performed. The boats got 
along-fide under cover of night, when an obftinate refiftance took 
place. Lieutenant Debulk, for fome time, fought hand to hand 
with the French officer commanding the Torride; feveral were 
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badly wounded on both fidfes, and the \*effel was brought off in 
triumph. 

In the evening of the fame day the Thalia frigate arrived, and 
the next day the Lion of 64 guns, Captain Manly Dixon, with a 
Portuguefe fquadron of four line-of-battle fhips joined us: they 
came with an intention of ftrengthening Admiral Nelfon’s 
fleet. When the Portuguefe found the buflnefs had been ably 
executed without them, they failed the next day.for Gibraltar; 
we were not, however, the lefs obliged to them for their friendly 
intentions. The Thalia failed alfo with them for the fleet off 
Cadiz. On the day following a French Colonel (whofemame I 
forget) was brought to the Commodore; he had been captured 
in a veflel endeavouring to efcape from Aboukir. It appeared 
that he was a refpe&able officer who was worn out in the fer- 
vice of his country, and being probably difgufted at the fervice 
he was now engaged in, had requefied leave to refign his commif- 
fion, which was granted, and he was returning to his country with 
clean hands and the confolation of an honeft heart. When the 
Commodore underrfood how he was circumffanced, and that 
his cloaths and other articles were at Alexandria, he humanely 
fent him in, on his parole, with a flag of truce, and*bn his re¬ 
turn he was fent home in the Goliath. 

We now cruized clofe off the mouths of the Old and New Har¬ 
bours of Alexandria; the former is to the N. E. and the latter to 

m 

the S. W. We perceived the enemy were bufy in conftru< 5 fing 
batteries to command the entrance of each, as well as towards the 



Lybian deferts, to check the attacks of the Bedouins. They alfo 
were converting a high fand hill, which rifes behind the town, 
into a drong fortification. The French threw feveral (hells at 
us without effe&. On the 30th the Goliath joined us from 
Aboukir Bay, and Captain Foley having fent the prifoners who 
were captured in the Torride, confiding of one lieutenant, two 
guard marines, and forty-one feamen, on board the Swift- 
fure, failed for .Naples. On the id of September a Turkifh 
veflel arrived from Conftantinople bound for Alexandria: the 
Captain of her being informed of the date of affairs here, put 
himfelf under the direction of our Commodore, who fent him 
with a meffage to Dgezzar Pacha, Governor of St. Jean d'Acre 
in Syria. 

The next day the Emerald made a fignal for a fail bear¬ 
ing E. by S. We accordingly gave chace, and off the Tower 
of Arabs faw a cutter Handing towards the fhore; the Emerald 
dred feveral fhot to bring her to, but fhe perdded, and at 
length ran aground a little to the wed of the Tower of Mara¬ 
bou; our boats, and thofe of the Emerald, were fent to bring 
her off: the French, in the mean time, made good their land¬ 
ing ; but a h*gh furf foon dedroyed the cutter. At this mo¬ 
ment nothing was to be feen but barren uncultivated fands as 
far as the eye could reach; but in a fbort time we defcried 
feveral Arabs advance, fome on horfeback, others on foot. The 
French now perceived their error, but it was too late; fome of 
them indeed were fo fortunate as to get on board our boats 



94 


which pulled towards the* fhore in hopes of faving their unfor¬ 
tunate enemy, and a midihipman from the Emerald, with a 
noble fpirit of humanity, threw himfelf into the water and fwam 
through a high furf to the fhore; having a rope in his hand, by 
which the French captain and four feamen were faved. From 
him we learned, that the cutter was called V Anemone, of 4 guns 
and 60 men, Citizen Gardon commander; having on board 
General Carmin, and Captain Valette, aid de camp of General 
Bonaparte; alfo a courier with difpatches, and a party of foldiers; 
that the cutter failed from Toulon on the 17 th of July, and 
touched at Malta, from which place the had taken her depart 
ture lix days. Perceiving there was no poflibility of efcape from 
us, the General ordered Captain Gardon to run the cutter 
afhore, who urged the dangers of a high furf, and the numerous 
hordes of wild Arabs that infefted the coaft. The General faid 
he would cut his way through them to Alexandria, which 
was not more than two or three leagues off, the towers and 
minarets being plainly to be feen. No fooner had he landed, 
however, and perceived the Bedouins, who till this time were 
hid behind the fand-hills, but now began to fhew themfelves, 
than difmay and terror feized on all: nor could we behold their 
diftrefs without commiferation, although they had fo entirely 
brought it on themfelves by refuting to furrender to us, and 
had fired on our boats when efcape was no longer in their 
power. Our people approached the fhore as near as t$ie 
breakers would permit them, and were repeatedly hailed by 
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the French to be taken on board; but only Captain Gardon and 
four men were brought off. We perceived that the officers 
and men fuffered themfelves to be ftripped without refiftance. 
Many were murdered in cold blood, and apparently without 
any caufe; and among them the unfortunate General, and 
Aid de Camp, who, on their knees, entreated for mercy. An 
Arab, on horfeback, unllung his carbine and drew the trigger, 
but the piece did not go off; he renewed the priming, and 
again prefen ted at the General, but the fliot killed the Aid de 
Camp, who was on his knees a little behind him; he then with 
a piftol fired at the General, who inftantly fell. The courier 
alfo, who endeavoured to efcape, was purfued and murdered. 
An Arab who got pofleffion of his difpatches inftantly rode 
away with them, and we have fince learned, that they were 
afterwards recovered by the French for a fum of money. We 
now perceived a troop of horfe from Alexandria marching along 
the ftrand, and the Arabs retired into the defart with their fur- 
viving prifoners. The French troops proceeding towards the 
feene of a&ion, at length arrived on the fpot where lay the re¬ 
mains of one of their murdered countrymen; but, probably, 
fearing that they fhould be furrounded with fuperior numbers, 
they wheeled about and retreated to the city. The commander 
of the veflel, who was brought off, moft gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged the humane treatment he met with from our people, 
and extolled the gallantry of the young midfhipman who had 
thus faved his life at the rifle of his own; but mark the conduct 
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of his countrymen! when afterwards a flag of truce came off 
from the French Governor of Alexandria with a meflage to our 
Commodore, after extolling the bravery of General Carmin in 
rather rifldng his fafety to the mercy of Arabs, than furrender 
to us the Jlaves of defpotifm , he caft an unmerited reproach on 
Captain Hood for detaining thofe as prifoners who had fo lately 
owed their lives to the humanity of our feamen. 

On the 7th of September, being off the Tower of Marabou, 
we perceived two boats endeavouring to efcape: two of our boats 
were fent after them, and captured one, which had feveral Italians 
on board, who were detained. The next day two large veflels 
endeavoured to make their efcape, but were flopped and fent 
back again. 

In the afternoon of the day following, the Swiftfure flood 
clofe in towards the Tower of Marabou, which is fltuated 
on a fmall rocky ifland, and commands the entrance of 
the New Harbour, from whence a reef of rocks extends into 
the fea to this place. Perceiving the enemy were bufy erect¬ 
ing batteries there, a broadfide was fired at them from the 
Swiftfure and Emerald, which for that time drove them from 
thence, but as foon as we retired they renewed their exertions, 
and. in a fhort time ereCted two ftrong batteries. 

On the i oth a boat bearing a flag of truce came off to us from 
Alexandria; in her were a number of matters of merchant fhips 
ancTfome Moors who had returned from a pilgrimage to Mecca. 
Theyso^quefted permiffion to depart, but it being contrary to the 
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orders received on this head, they were all Tent back. On the 
13 tli three more boats were captured endeavouring to get away, 
two of which were burnt. On the i 5 th a Neapolitan came off 
to us in. a little boat by himfelf; being much irritated at the 
treatment he had received from the French, he offered his fer- 
vices in any way: Captain Hallowell took him on board the 
Zealous, to the Commodore, who fent him again on fhore in 
the evening to procure intelligence. Standing in near the 
city as ufual, we faw two boats feemingly at anchor, on 
which Captain Hallowell difpatched two of ours manned and 
armed, who found them only to be Greek fifhermen, and the next 
day they were fent back. The enemy, as ufual, threw many 
fhells at our fhips, but without effect. The following day, how¬ 
ever, we captured a boat endeavouring to efcape, in which were 
many French and German officers; among the reft a young Ruf¬ 
fian, who gave fo plaufible an account of himfelf as induced Cap¬ 
tain Hallowell, at his earneft requeft, to detain him: the reft were 
fent back, although they entreated to be permitted to remain 
as prifoners, or any thing but relanded; this, however, could 
not be complied with. The young Ruffian informed us “ that 
he was the fon of Baron Knorring of Livonia, that he was tra¬ 
velling in queft of knowledge, and being unfortunately at Cairo 
at the time of the arrival of the French, he was compelled to 
remain there till this time; that at length he had received from 
General Bonaparte leave to quit the country, but the ftrieftnefs 
of the blockade had hitherto prevented him; he had tried be- 

* 
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fore, and had failed; if he was not permitted to remain with us 
now, he would again repeat his attempts to get away, as he 
would not abandon himfelf to defpair.” The franknefs of his 
manners was fo prepofleffing that Captain Hallowell* treated 
him with every attention and hofpitality, and the youth feemed 
to be entirely grateful for it.* On the 19th of September the 
Emerald failed for Naples, and the Swiftfure anchored in the 
Bay of Aboukir. 

* I am concerned to Hate, that he did not treat his Englilh friends with that candour and regard for 
truth which his external manners and deportment seemed to promisej for we have lince learned from 
feveral people of rank and charafter, who had met him at the Court of Naples and other places in 
Italy, that from love of French principles, he had aflually accompanied General Bonaparte on his ex¬ 
pedition to Malta, and from thence to Egypt; and very probably he was charged with fome fecret com- 
million by that General, in cafe be could elude our vigilance, and reach Conilantinople. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Suave, mari magno turbantibus sequora ventis, 

E terra magnum alterius spectarc laborem; 

Non quia vexari quemquam cst jucunda voluptas, 

Sed, quibus ipse malis carcas quia ccmere suave est. Lucret. lib. ii. v. 1. 


To repair the damages his fhip had fuftained in the late 
action. Captain Hallo well employed his crew to fifh up as much 
of the wrecks of the (hips that had been deftroyed, as could be 
ferviceable either in repairs or as fuel: the frigate that was 
funk, as well as the wreck of l’Orient, fupplied him with many 
ufeful pieces of timber; but as all the fhips of our fleet had 
been employed in the fame way while we were cruizing off 
Alexandria, it required more labour and induftry to procure 
what we wanted. He alfo weighed up fome fmall anchors, 
which, with other iron found on the mafts, was fold afterwards 
at Rhodes, and the produce applied to purchafe vegetables and 
tobacco for the fhip’s company; by thefe means the people 
were kept from idlenefs, and by their labour procured what 
was conducive to their comfort and health. While we lay 
here an Arab called Hadji Haffan, came off to us, as he pre¬ 
tended, with a meffage from Mourad Bey, the great leader of 
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the Mamelukes; at length he gave us to underftand that he 
came from Minich, beyond Cairo, where Murad was. He un¬ 
dertook to bring off a leader of Bedouins named Haflan d'Har, 
but in this he failed, or deceived us. His companions, in their 
little boat, were fent on fhore near the Arabs l ower, and he 
remained on board with us. 

The ifland Aboukir, of which mention has been made, now 
ferved us as a place of relaxation and exercife, and our feamen 
were allowed to go thither without danger of hurting-their con- 
ftitutions in wine-houfes, as the place was without any inhabitants 
but quails, h and they were foon driven from thence. At this feafon 
of the year great quantities of them flew on board our {hips. Whe¬ 
ther they were migrating to the north or fouth, we could not as¬ 
certain for a certainty, though, as fome of them were quite ex- 
haufted when caught, we imagined they had eroded the Medi¬ 
terranean from Europe, but that might alfo have been the cafe in 
pafling over the fandy defarts of Egypt. We alfo found many 
hoopoes' on the ifland. There are no trees on it, but it is covered 
with a low flirub bearing a round black berry. There were like- 
wife a great quantity of bulbousroots, whichourfeamen at firfl; took 
for onions, and were highly delighted with the difcovery, but on 
cutting them they foon difcovered their miftake; we afterwards 

k Called by the Arabs wheuz. 

1 The hoopoe is a beautiful bird about twelve inches long; its head is ornamented witha large creft, 
which k lias , the power of erefiting or laying back at pleafure. The neck is of a reddifb brown, the 
belly white, the wings and back ftriped black and .white in broad bars, The Efcyptianor AJcsbnarae 
for it it afphpur. 
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found that this root bore a flower fomething like a hyacinth, 
but without the fmell. Wedifcoveredfeveralfmall caverns, in one 
of which were many human bones; another was like a paflage 
to a dungeon, about three feet wide and lix high, terminating 
with a fmall fquare chamber ten or eleven feet high. On the 
walls, which were of mortar, we perceived many Greek cha¬ 
racters, probably inferiptions of names, but we could only 
make out a few of the letters. We could not guefs for what 
purpofe thefe caverns were formed, though, from manycircum- 
ftances, we conjectured that the whole ifland, as well as the 
reef of rocks that extended into the fea from it, had been the 
foundations of extenfive buildings. The ftones, that were feen 
when the water was clear, were laid regularly in the form of 
chambers, and in general cut fquare. Probably it might have 
been the citadel or caftle of the ancient Canopus, with a pier 
extending from it to form a commodious harbour for (hipping. 
Between the ifland are feen a range of rocks, fome above, and 
others juft covered by the water; and it appeared to us as if 
this ifland had been formerly joined to the main land. 

On the 25th we weighed again, and proceeded off Alexandria; 
and the next day the Flora cutter, Lieutenant Yawkins, arrived 
from the Earl of St. Vincent, then at anchor off Cadiz: he gave 
us the pleafing intelligence that he had fpoke Adfniral Nel- 
fon near the Faro of Meflina. The next day the Alcmene 
took feveral wine veflels from Cyprus attempting to enter 
Rofetta. 
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On the 27th .Captain Hood ordered the Swiftfure to proceed 
to Rhodes for wine and frefh provifions; accordingly we made 
fail, and arrived off the town of Rhodes in ftx days, but a 
heavy gale of wind prevented our anchoring, the road being 
entirely expofed. Several meflengers came off to us with an 
invitation from the Governor; a Greek pilot alfo came on 
board. During the night we had much wind, accompanied 
with rain, thunder, and lightning; and in the morning the 
gale increafing, Captain Kallowell, after confulting the pilot, 
who declared he knew it well refolved to run for fhelter into 
the Bay of Cavallero, on the coaft of Natolia. The gale 
increafed, accompanied by a thick mift, and the moft awful 
thunder and lightning, during which the pilot ran us paft the 
bay we intended to enter. At this part of the Archipelago 
numerous fmall iflands are fcattered in all directions, which 
rendered our fituation extremely perilous. 

At length the haze cleared up a little, and we perceived the 

* 

entrance of a large bay, into which we ran, and found it fpaci- 
ous, and furrounded with high mountains. It is called the Gulf 
of Symea, and is on the coaft of Natolia. At the furtheft end of 
it, by a narrow channel, we entered a fmaller bay, where the 
pilot declared there was good anchorage: the anchor was accord¬ 
ingly let go, but owing to a rocky bottom it did not hold, and 
we perceived that the fhip was rapidly driving on the rocks. 
Captain Hallowell, who faw that not a moment was to be loft, 
inftantly ordered the fails to be loofed, and ere the anchor could 
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be weighed we were once more under way and ran farther up 
the bay. The pilot again infilled upon anchoring; the fhip was 
only a few yards from the fiiore, and frightful precipices hung 
almofi over us; the lead was hove, and no bottom was found 
at 70 fathoms. The wind was continually fluffing to all quar¬ 
ters, fometimes blowing in violent gulls, at other times calm 
for a few moments; but, flickered by the furrounding moun¬ 
tains, the furface of the water was perfectly fmooth. By the 
exertion of officers and men fhe was again put about, and we 
made fail out of this place of danger, but with imminent hazard 
of being loft on the rocks which prefented themfelves on all 
fides as we worked out; and fo narrow was the channel in 
fome places, that it feemed hardly poffible to manoeuvre 
the fhip fo as to efcape the one, without ftriking on the 
other. 

On the projecting brows of the mountains, that feemed directly 
over our heads, we perceived wild goats fkipping about among 
the fhrubs, which covered the foil and fent forth a fragrant 
odour that in other circumftances would have been highly de¬ 
lightful, but at this moment the danger of our fituation entirely 
occupied our thoughts. The pilot, alarmed at the danger he had 
occafioned, was on his knees in an agony of terror, putting up 
fervent prayers for deliverance, but entirely incapable of giving 
the leaft affiftance. By the time we had gained the entrance 
of the Gulf, the weather cleared up and prefented a fine pro- 
fpe& of the furrounding wild country, and the dangers we had 



104 


efcaped. The Tailors, forgetting their late peril, facetioufly 

% 

called the place No Bottom Bay. 

m As we failed along between the fhores of the ifland of Rhodes 
and the main land, we were gratified by a great diverfity of pic- 
turefque and varied fcenery. On the continent high blue moun¬ 
tains, foftened by their diftance, Teemed to blend their fummits with 
the fky; on the other fide we beheld the fertile foil of Rhodes, with 
Tome places that Teemed ftill to retain marks of its former fplen- 
dour. When pofTefTed by the gallant Knights of St.John of Je- 
rufalem, it bade defiance to the Pagan world, and was a rallying 
point for the Chriflian heroes of thofe days of chivalry. One 
place, in-particular, appeared to have been highly ornamented 
both by nature and art, and gave us the idea of an Englifh 
park, in which, on the brow of a hill, we faw the remains of a 
ruined caflle. At length, on the evening of the 5th, we an¬ 
chored off the town of Rhodes, and inftantly the Governor 
fent an invitation to Captain Hallowed to come on fhore; the 
next morning he went, accompanied by feveral of his officers 
and the young Ruffian ftranger, Knorring. There are two 
harbours, one of them capable of holding only fmall veflels; 
the other, at the further end of which ftahds the Bey’s palace 
(if it deferves that name) in former times was reckoned a very 
commodious harbour, but by the cuftomary negligence of the 
Turks, it is now rendered fit only for fmall veflels; though they 
have a dock-yard there; and at this time a line of battle fhip 
was on the flocks, intended as a prefent from the Bey to the 
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Grand Seignior.* The entrance of each harbour is guarded bv 
a cafile of curious form: one is fquare, with fmali turrets, the 
other circular, with a lantern or light-houfe on the top. We 
proceeded to the great harbour; at the entrance we perceived 
the foundations of a pier that feemed to have been deftroved by 
an earthquake, and we conjectured from that and feveral other 
circumltances, that it muft have been the fite of the far-tamed 
Coloffus, which, from its fize and fhape, was juftly reckoned 
among the wonders of the world. We landed clofe by the 
gate of the Governor’s palace. On entering the council- 
chamber we found Haflan Bey furrounded with many Turks 
of diftinCtion; he rofe to receive us, and conducted us to a 
couch at the upper end of the chamber, and feated Captain 
Hallowell on his left hand. This council-chamber was about 
twenty feet fquare, with fmali latticed windows on three tides 
of it, under which, againft the walls, were low fofas or mat- 
treffes; the bottom of the room was parted off by rails and a 
ftep; below thefe flood the guards, formidable looking fellows, 
with large muftachios, and ftuck round with as many arms as 
they could well carry; the walls alfo of this part of the room 
were decorated with fire-arms, fabres, and fpears. The only 
diftinCtion that marked the feat of the Bey was a leopard fkin 
fpread on the fofa in a corner of the room, and over his head 

* When ? fhip of the line is built in this dock-yard, it is obliged to be taken into the road before any 
ballad can be put on board, as there is fcarce water fufficient to float her in the harbour when the is 
quite empty. 

P 
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was a board on which were Turkish characters and a golden 
crefcent on it. The dragoman', or interpreter, on his knees, 
explained the object of our vifit. The Governor promifed to 
grant us his affiftance to procure what we were moft in need 
of, wine and bullocks for the fquadron; we were then treated 
with pipes and coffee: the latter was brought in fmall cups 
fet on filver filligree hands in the form of egg-cups; it is drank 
by the Turks hot, and without cream or fugar.. Cuftom foon 
renders the omiflion of thofe auxiliaries very eafily borne, as 
this coffee is of the firff quality, and made in a peculiar manner 
that is very palatable. Haflan Bey is a venerable old man, de¬ 
corated with a flowing grey beard: he is rather tall, and robuft 
for his age; formerly he had been a flave, but by a feries of 
events by no means uncommon in the Turkifh dominions, he 
became governor of this ifland, and poflefled of great wealth. 
We were informed that he had once been a Mamaluk, and 
afterward lived with a Bey, who died and left him his riches, 
which he had the forefight to conceal. Thofe who from their 
fituation and power thought they had the beft claim to the 
wealth of the deceafed Bey, and fufpecSHng that his flave knew 
wliere it was concealed, put the unfortunate Haflan to the 
torture in order to extort confeflion of the place where it was; 
but in vain, he endured it all without making any difc&very: 


i This interpreter we foon difcovered to be a Frenchman who had refided for fotne time on the lflantf. 
On the revolution, being in danger of lofing his fanner fituation, and deterred from returning to bi» 
own country for fear of fuffering the penalties of emigration, he entered into the fervice of Haflan Bey. 
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afterwards he had the command of a Turkifh fhip of war, and 
for fome achievement was promoted to his prefent rank; and 
it is but juftice to obferve, that he condu&s himfelf with 
much humanity towards thofe whom he has under his com¬ 
mand. We found him, however, very tardy in procuring the 
promifed fupplies, and if Captain Hallowell had not exerted 
himfelf with much induftry to obtain them, we never fhould 
have procured any. The wine, which is in general good and 
wholefome, is made only by the Greeks, and as the Bey had 
put a price upon it which they thought inadequate to its real 
value, a very fmall fupply could at firfl be obtained. However, 
when the caufe of the impediment was difcovered, our Com¬ 
mander infifted on making his own agreement with the people, 
and promifed they fhould be faithfully paid for it by himfelf. 
On this their wine ftores were freely opened to us, and the bell 
kind that the ifland produced was procured at a very moderate 
expence. The wine is taken out of the cafks and put into 
goat fkins, the hair of which is on the infide, and gives a 
peculiar tafte and flavour, that, from ufe, is not unpleafant; 
in thefe it was brought down to the boats and ftarted into our 
own cafks, and conveyed on board. We alfo obtained water 
with equal facility, the fountain from which we drew it being 
a fevHoyards only from the landing place in the fmaller harbour; 
the boats were placed alongfide the wharf, and hofes, or leathern 
pipes, extended from the cocks of the fountain to the cafks in 
the boats, which thus, in a manner felf-filled, were conveyed 
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on board without the tedious procefs of rolling the calks to and 
from the boats; but during this operation we had nearly been 
involved in a quarrel with the inhabitants, who, accuftomed to 
fetch water from this fountain, could ill brook to be deprived 
of that privilege by Grangers whom they looked upon as infi¬ 
dels. By the friendly care, however, of an old Turkifh officer 
who attended conftantly at the watering-place, our people were 
fuffered to proceed unmolefted with their work, which was 
completed in a very fhort time. Here we met with our poor 
friend Hadji HafTan, the Arab, who had been fent to Rhodes by 
the Commodore, under fufpicion of his being an agent for the 
French. It appears, that a little Turk named Achmet (who 
was found by Captain Hope in one of the vefTels he had cap¬ 
tured) in order to make himfelf of confequence, and to render 
his attachment to our caufe apparent, had accufed poor Htffan 
of being a fpy. Achmet, it feems, had been for fome time in 
France, and had engaged to accompany the expedition from 
Toulon; but, perhaps, the French finding that he was not to 
be depended on, had treated him in a manner that railed his 
anger againft them, and he pretended to efpoufe our caufe with 
warmth and fincerity. With this man, therefore, Hadji HafTan 
was fent to Rhodes, to be forwarded as a traitor to Conftan- 
tinople, but the innocence of the poor fellow being difc<#ered, 
he was liberated. His joy at feeing us was very expreffive; 
he entreated to be taken back with us, as he was afraid of 
being left at Rhodes, although the Bey feemed inclined to 
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ferve him? he was accordingly again received on board the 
Swiftfure. 

The city of Rhodes no longer prefents that fplendid appear¬ 
ance that it formerly did when under the dominion of the 
Knights of St. John of Jerufalem, though many of its buildings 
recall them to the traveller’s recollection. Over one of the 
gates is ftill to be feen a ftone fhield with the Crofs of the 
Order; and the buildings are of that kind we denominate 
Gothic, and difcover many traces of their former beauty. The 
ridiculous difplay of artillery, which the Turks are fond 
of, evidently demonftrates their ignorance of its proper ufe: 
the caftle that commands the entrance of their harbours is 
loaded with guns of every defcription, and even every fmall 
hole and window has fome fire-arms flicking out of it, fuch as 

blunderbufles, trombones, mufkets, and piftols. On a platform 
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between the two gates are feveral Coloflal pieces of ordnance, 
not on carriages, but refting on ftones, or on the ground, fo 
that no alteration can be made in their elevation or direction; 
from thefe are fired large balls of marble, made from the 
ftatues and other pieces of fculpture which formerly adorned 
the city. Within the walls is a building which ftill retains the 
appearance of a monaftery; it is a quadrangle furrounded with 
cloifters, and is now converted into a guard-houfe and arfenal, 
where we faw large piles of marble bullets of various dimen- 
fions, from the fize of a twelve-pounder, to that of an eighteen- 
inch {hell. The folding-doors of this building are of oak, and 
highly ornamented with carved work of the fame Gothic or 
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Saracenic order, which is to be {pen in our ancient cathedrals. 
Near this place, in a wretched hovel, were crpwded the officers 
and crew of a French frigate lately captured in the port. Our 
commiferation for the fate of thefe men, thus reduced to the 
moft abjeCt llavery, was flrongly excited, and they experienced 
from us that compalfion and affiflance their wretched condition 
demanded, and we were enabled to afford them. We next went 
into the bazar, or market-place, where nothing but dirt and 
indolence feemed to reign; from thence we proceeded to the 
land-gates, and were furprifed at the ftrength of the fortifications 
in that quarter, but we found them in a ftate of dilapidation 
which plainly difcovered that the prefent pofTeffors were not 
the founders. 

Croffing the bridge, we perceived a party of people in the 
foffe (which is now a dry lawn) amufing themfelves with the 
athletic game of wreftling. A flout negro and a fmall white 
man were at this time the combatants. They were both 
flripped to the fkin, having only leathern drawers on well 
faturated with oil, with which alfo their bodies were fmeared. 
Although they exhibited very little fkill in the exercife, yet 
the method of preparing themfelves for it, brought to our 
recollection Virgil’s defcription of the fame paftime. 

Exercent patrias oleo labente palaeflras 
* Nudati focii™. JEn. lib. iii. v. 281. 

m Our youth their naked limbs befmear with oil, 

And exercife the wreiller's noble toil. Drydsm's Tranf. J£*. iii. 1. 364. 




Ill 


In all probability the prefent inhabitants of this ifland de¬ 
rived the cuflom from the Romans, who were formerly mailers 
of it and the neighbouring Rates. 

From thence we entered into an open place of great 
extent which is ufed as a burial ground. The multitude of 
fmall ftone pillars, fome of them furmounted with turbans, 
which denote them to be the tombs of men, and others plain, 
for thofe of thp women, have a very llriking appearance. Be- 
ybhd this we entered on the fuburbs, which rife on the fide of 
a hill that entirely commands the city. The long narrow alleys 
furrounded with high walls, the houfes having no windows 
vifible, and the folemn filence that conftantly reigns there, 
made us happy to emerge into the country, and there we had 
no great caufe to admire the character of the prefent pofleflors 
of this once juftly admired place, as cultivation is fadly neg¬ 
lected: indeed the only people who feem to have any activity 
or induftry are the Greeks, and they are kept in fuch fubjeCtion 
that all fpirit of commerce muft be cramped, if not entirely 
fmothered. 

The ifland of Rhodes has ever been celebrated in hiftory 
from the earlieft times, and has been difiinguifhed by various 
appellations: it now retains a name which it was fuppofed to 
have derived from the Greek word Rhodon, a rofe, which 
flower is fcid to have been in great abundance there; but 
Athenaeus tells us that it was called fo from a rofe-bud of 
brafs which was found in laying the foundations of the ancient 



city of Lindus. I have a fiber coin of the diameter of a fix- 
pence, but confiderably thicker, which reprefehts on ode fidfe 
the face of the fun finely executed, on the rfeverffe a rofe Stirft- 
ing into bloom, with a fmall bud ifliiing ’from* the ftem; on the 
left of the rofe is a ftar: the infcriptibh'oveHife 'idfe'ts poa15n, 
and the face of the fun is faid to have been a fSkeu^fs of that 
of the Coloflus, which we are told Was caft id bt^fi li^Charfes, 
of the city of Lindus, who learned his art tinder ^fh^faifibus 


Lyfippus, about 300 years before Chrift. Diodorus SicuTtrS'gives 
an account of a fiege that was carried on againft this city by 
Demetrius, the fonof Antigonus, who had in vain endeavoured 
to excite the Rhodians to aflift in his war againft their ally 
Ptolemy Sotor, king of Egypt. After incredible exertions of 
valour and ingenuity oh both fides, Demetrius was at laft com- 
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pelled to raife the fiege, and by way of amends for the injury 
he had done the citizens, he prefented them with the engines 
and ftores employed'againft them: thefe they fold, and with 
the money arifing from the fate, with feme additional fums of 
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their own, erected this famous Coloftiis. It was feventy cubits 
high, and the ftride was fifty feet wide: in one hand it held a 
light-houfe, which was feen froiji a great-diftance. The artift 
was' twelve years before he completed *this enormous ftatue, 
aid in' about fixty- fix years after it was thrown down by an 
earthquake, which terribly fhook the whole ifland:*it lay where 
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it fell for the fpace of 894 years, when Moawias, the fixth Caliph, 
or Emperor of the Saracens, having captured the ifland, fold 



the brafs of the Colottiis to a Jew, who broke it to pieefes and 
tranfported it to Alexandria, where he loaded nine hundred 
camels with it. The ftatue was hollow, and in the feet and legs 
were immenfe piles of ftones, by which the artift conceived he 
had fecured it againft the injuries of tempefts, and violence of tlie 
waves. In thofe days Rhodes was celebrated for the excellency 
of its government, the magnificence of its buildings, the con¬ 
venience of its harbour, and the falubrity of the climate. The 
• * 

inhabitants were reckoned the moft expert navigators in the 
world, fo that for many years they held the fovereignty of 
thofe feas. After various reverfes of fortune, we find the Rho¬ 
dians reduced to a Roman province, the city having been firfi 
taken and plundered by Cattius: this happened forty-two years 
before the birth of Chrift. In 1308 of the Chrifiian aera, 
Rhodes became the afylum of the Knights of St. John of 
Jerufalem, or, as they are fometimes called, of St. John d’Acre, 
from the laft place they poflefled in the Holy Land; when 
they retired to this illand, which was given to them in that 
year by Emanuel the Greek Emperor; but in the year 152a 
they were compelled to furrender it to the arms of Soliman 
the Magnificent, (Philippe de Villiers de l'lfle Adam being at 
that time Grand Matter of the Order) when they retired to 
Malta. During the time it was in the pofleflion of thefe gal¬ 
lant Knigh|s» great expence and labour were bellowed on the 
fortifications of the city, which ftill retain traces *of its ancient 
confequence, particularly towards the land fide, where we found 
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a deep and wide ditch faced with mafonry, flanked by ftrong 
baftions, and the walls of great thicknefs, and fupplied with 
heavy artillery. There are feveral handfome mofques in the 
city, one of which I entered, and was permitted to flay there 
for fome time, having previoufly taken off my fhoes. This 
indulgence has only been allowed flnce the late aCtion, as 
chriftians formerly were not fuffered to enter the places of 
worfhip facred to the faith of Mahomet. The Governor has, 
befides his houfe of audience, another in the fuburbs, and one 
in the centre of the city, appropriated to his haram: but he does 
not follow the general fafliion of his country in maintaining a 
plurality of women, having one wife only. During our flay 
the plague made its appearance in a flight way; thofe who 
were infeCted, or fufpeCted of being fo, were inftantly tranf- 
ported to the continent, where,, in the wilds of Caramania, 
there was lefs danger of its fpreading, As I walked in the 
bazar one day I perceived a man in the crowd with a black 
mark acrofs his face. I was informed it denoted that he 
belonged to an infedied houfe; but the people appeared per¬ 
fectly unconfcious of any danger from coming in contact with 
him: my own feelings, I confefs, were not fo placid; as he 
brufhed near me, it was feme tifte before I could recover from 
the uneafy fenfation of dreading the eflfeCt. Mr. Cilgrin, the 

Swede, informed us there is plenty of game in the country; I 
♦ 

(aw* feveral partridges, whofe plumage and appearance are fo 
different from ours, that I fhould not have claffed them under 
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the feme head. They are larger than ours, their colour grey, 
with red legs, and a red circle round each eye like a pheafant. 
As the governor negle&ed to perform his promife of procuring 
from the-continent a hundred bullocks for our fquadron, Cap- 
tftin Hallowed. determined to proceed with the fupply of wine 
arid bread, which he had at length, with much labour and 
difficulty, obtained. Previous to our failing from Rhodes two 
Ruffian frigates and ten gunboats arrived from Conftantinople: 
they brought intelligertte that a large army of Turks was on 
its * march towards Egypt; that the Emperor of Ruffia had 
entered into a treaty of amity with the Sublime Porte, in 
confequence of which, the former was permitted to fend a 
fleet from the Black Sea through the Dardanelles, to co¬ 
operate with the Britifh and Turkifh fquadrons in the Medi¬ 
terranean, againft the common enemy. This was an event of 
great importance, and quite a new epoch in the hiftory of 
thofe two powers. The Fortune brig, commanded by Lieut. 
Davis, arrived here from Smyrna, where the plague raged, and 
prevented his receiving any fupply of provifions: he failed 
from Rhodes, accompanied by Achmet^s interpreter, and in¬ 
tended to proceed to St. Jean d’Acre, to intreat Dgezzar Pacha, 
Bey of Syria, to fupply fc us with provifions, of which our fqua¬ 
dron now began to fear they fhould foon be in want. At the 


* This man being afterwards convi&ed of various frauds, he was turned out of the Britifh fhips and put 
under the care of Haflan Bey, from whom, however, he contrived to efcape. 



fame time we loft our gueft, the young Ruffian Baron Knorr- 
ing, who failed in a veffel bound to. Conftantinople, bearing 
with him letters of recommendation from the- Captain to our 
minifter there. 

I miffed a curious fcene the day before we departed. Cap¬ 
tain Hallo well was invited to dine with the Bey, and fent for 
me to be of the party; but unfortunately I had ftrolled into the 

fuburbs. As the fc6ne would have deferved the pencil, I have 

« 

reafon to regret my abfence from the repaft, though in other 
refpe<fts perhaps my lofs was not great. I fhall beg leave, to 
give a defcription of it as it was related to me: the guefts 
fat down on the floor round a fmall table or ftand, about 
two feet high, on this was placed a large circular metal 
difh, which was heaped up with a pillau, confifting of boiled 
mutton, fowls, and rice; having no knives or forks, they 
inftantly proceeded to pull the joints to pieces with their 
fingers, cramming their mouths with eagemefs, and then offer¬ 
ing a piece they had torn off to their guefts. As foon as they 
had fatisfied their hunger they all got up and returned to their 
fofas, and their places were taken by the domeftics, who foon 
finifhed what their mafters had left, and were then fupplied 
with a fort of pudding like pancakes, which they in like 
manner tore to pieces and devoured. In fhort a Turkifli 
repaft is by no means agreeable to an Englifh palate;, be- 
fides which, the only beverage is water. As foon as the 



li; 


higher orders had dined, they were fupplied with pipes 0 and 
coffee, with which, in a torpid ftate, they paffed the reft of the 
evening. 

Late in the evening of the nth of Otftober, having in vain 
waited for a further fupply of cattle, we left Rhodes with only 
fourteen fmall bullocks, each about the fize of a calf. 

At day-break, on the 14th, we defcried our fquadron, and 
by noon anchored near the Zealous off the tower of Marabou. 

j 1 *■ 

• The pipes made ufe of in this country are formed of (lender flicks of the cherry-tree or other wood, 
perforated, and are from three to four feet long. The mouth-piece is of amber, or ivory, according to the 
tafle or fortune of the pofleflor. The rich and dignified beflow much cofl on this part, which they flud 
with diamonds, rubies, and other precious fiones. The bowl of the pipe is of fine clay. The Torkifh 
tobacco is remarkably mild, and leaves very little finett behind it. 




CHAPTER VII. 


Quis nescit,.qualia demens 

-fcgyptus portenta colat? crocodilon adorat 
Pars hsec; ilia pavet saturam serpentibus Ibin. 

Juvenal, Sat. xv. lib. v. vcr. l. 


On joining the fquadron under Commodore Hood, we 
learned that during our abfence nineteen vefiels of various 
fizes, attempting to efcape from Alexandria, had been captured 
and burnt. This may at firfi fight appear an ufelefs feverity; 
but it was not fo, for it was known that inoft of thefe vefiels, 
particularly the Danes and Swedes, had volunteered to traijfport 
the French troops to Egypt; and, had we fuffered them to depart, 
in all probability they would again have ferved for the fame pur- 
pofe, and would have conveyed frefii fuppliesto Bonaparte’s army. 
It was equally our duty, at that moment, to prevent the French 
army (if they had been fo inclined) departing for Europe, as we 
knew that Italy was at this time threatened, and, as it fince 
appeared, was actually overrun by the French armies. If 
Bonaparte's army had returned to Europe, it would have given 
a decided bias to the war, and the Emperor, already feverely 
harafl'ed, would have been completely driven out of the field. 
The Arab, Hadji Hafian, having volunteered to open a com- 
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munication for us with Mourad Bey, one of the Mamaluk 
chiefs, was accordingly, at his own defire, fent on fhore among 
fome ruins between Alexandria and Aboukir, being previoufly 
armed with a mufket and a pair of piftols; the Captain gave 
him a fmall boat, which had belonged to the French, in which 
he paddled himfelf afhore. The fame day feveral veflels were 
permitted to depart from Alexandria, particularly Neapolitans, 
as they had been forced into the fervice of the Republic. In 
the morning of the 19th two Turkifh corvettes arrived and 
anchored aftern of the Zealous. In the evening a fmall boat 
was defcried making towards us; in it was Hadji Haflan, who 
had fucceeded in procuring a man willing to take any meffage 
to the Mamaluk army in Faioume: he had alfo brought off 
his nephew, who could write, and by the aid of an inter¬ 
preter a letter was addreffed to Mourad Bey, informing him 
that a Britifh fquadron was on the coaft, and ready to co-operate 
with him againft the common enemy. p Captain Hood giving 
his confent to the meafure, Maffoud Abdullah, the Arab, was 
fent on fhore armed only with a mufket, and he faithfully 
executed his commiffion, as I fhall have occafion to relate 
hereafter. 

On the 21 ft of October we were joined by a Ruffian and 
Turkifh fquadron, confifting in all of four frigates, an armed 


’ Hie annexed plate reprefenu the three Arab* in their ufoal dreffes, which will give a pretty accurate 
idea of the appearance of thefe people. The roan in black is Maffodd delivering a letter to Hadji 
Haflan, who is fitting down ; near biro Hands bis nephew Halleel, who afted as fecretaiy. 
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brig, two armed veflels of eight guns, and ten gun-boats. The 
two Ruffian frigates were remarkably fine veffels; one, named 
the Michael, of 50 guns, was commanded by Captain Alexander 
Sorokin: the other, called the Kazanfki, of 48 guns, was com¬ 
manded by Captain Meffer, an Englishman, who at the clofe 
of the American war, being a midfhipman in our Service, and 
having no chance of promotion, with Several other young men 
volunteered his Jfervices to the northern powers. He entered 
into the Ruffian navy, and in the courSe oS Service roSe to the 
command of this frigate. The Turkish frigate was alfo a very 
fine Ship; fhe was built by a French builder at Conftantinople, 
as the Turks Seldom, if ever, employ their own people to con- 
ftru& their men of war. On board of one of the corvettes 
was a Dragoman from the Sublime Porte, bearing the diamond 
aigrette and pelifle which Sultan Selim had Sent for Admiral 
Nelfon. The Sultan, as Soon as he heard of the victory of 
the Nile, took the former out of his turban, and Sent it 
with other things of value to Sir Horatio Nelfon; and wrote 
to the King to requefl his permiffion that it Should be worn by 
the Admiral as a mark of his Highnefs’s approbation; which 
of courfe was granted. 

On the a ad Captain Hallowell received orders from the 
Commodore to proceed to Aboukir J 3 ay with the Turkifh 
gun-boats and one Ruffian frigate; and that evening he 
anchored there; with the frigate and one gun-boat, and the 
next day five more gun-boats joined. In the night two 

R 
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dgermes-j came alongfide the Swifitfure: they were loaded with 
corn from Rofetta, and bound for Alexandria, and were therefore 
detained. Captain Hallowed having prepared every thing for at¬ 
tacking the Cattle of Aboukir with the Turkilh gun-boats, pro¬ 
ceeded the next day to put the courage of our new allies to the 
proof, but having no very high opinion of their zeal he took the 
precaution to put five Britiih feamen into each boat: yet, not- 
withttanding their example and exertions, it was impoflible to 
make the Turks do their duty. Our commander, in a fmali 
boat, called a gig, bearing a white flag with a red crofs, led 
them in, and rowed from gun-boat to gun-boat, in vain en¬ 
deavouring to infill fome ardour into their minds, and, at 
length, by occafional coaxings and threatenings, he drew them 
near enough to hatter the cattle; and it would have been with 
more effettt, but the motion of the veflels prevented certain 
aim. Here locks to the guns would have been of great fervice, 
as with a long laniard, or cord tied to the trigger, an exa<tt aim 
might have been taken; but they were not provided with this ufe- 
ful invention; nor were their guns properly adapted to it, as they 
had no breechings, but run in a groove, and frequently recoiled 
with great force from the ttem to the main-matt. Whenever 
the Turks heard the whittling of a fliot, down they fell, or 

< Dgermes are the boats ufed for'tr^fporting'merchandize from the Nile to Alexandria: they are 
flroag built, and draw little water, Co that they can in tolerable weather paft the bar at the mouth of 
the river. They are without decks, and have two or three mails, according to their fize, with very 
large latine fails. When the iailors wiih to furl the fails, they are obliged to climb up the yard,, which, 
cannot b$ lowered, being made fall to the head of the maft. 
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fneaked below into the hold. One of our row-boats having a 
wounded Turk in it, and the furgeon being willing to put on 
a temporary dreffing, immediately rowed out of the line to¬ 
wards the wreck of a veflel lying about a cable’s length from 
the ffiore. As the boat approached, feveral heads were feen 
peeping from behind it: at firft it was imagined that the French 
had taken poffeffion of this poft, but, on clofer infpe&ion, tur¬ 
bans'were perceived; and we found that the worthy com¬ 
manders of the Turkiffi frigates had retreated behind this 
breaft-work, in order coolly to enjoy their pipes. Some of the 
Ruffian row-boats were alfo there, but on our coming up, and 
affiamed of their companions, they returned to the feene of 
adtion. 

The annexed plate is a view taken on the fpot. 

This day one Turk was killed and five wounded; among the 
latter was one whofe arm being broke by afplinter, the tourniquet 
was applied to flop the haemorrhage; and as the Turks affined 
us they had a furgeon on board the frigate, he was fent thither, 
with a requeft that the tourniquet might be returned. The 
next morning a boat rowed alongfide the Swiftfure with the 
wounded man in it, whom they tumbled into one of our boats, 
without any ceremony, and rowed away. As foon as he was 
brought on board, the furgeon difeovered that nothing had 
been done to him, and the tourniquet was abfolutely buried in 
his flefh: he died in a few minutes after he was taken down 
below. 
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It will hardly be believed that luch ignorance and inatten¬ 
tion to their wounded companions could be met with among 
the moft barbarous nations; but fuch is Turkiffi humanity! 

The next day, refolving to remedy the evil of the former, 
the Captain put fifteen Britifli, and (with the confent of Cap¬ 
tain Metier) five Ruffian feamen into each gun-boat. r The 
Turks had nothing therefore to do but to ufe their oars; un¬ 
willing, however, to get within the reach of the enemy’s fhot, 
they made fuch bad ufe of them that it was found neceffary to 
take them in tow with our row-boats. The Turkifh com¬ 
mander of the frigate, in his barge, alfo took a ffiare in this 
duty, but no fooner did he hear the flrjft fhot, than he call off 
the tow-lines, and retreated with all expedition towards the 
iiland, where he laid perdue till the adfion was over. 

This day one Turk was killed and two wounded: as the 
boats were frequently within the range of grape-fhot, it is 
rather furprifing they did not fuftain more damage. Towards 
the clofe of the day the fire of the enemy began to flacken, 
and, at length, was completely filenced; but as night ap¬ 
proached, and we began to retire, they again commenced a 
heavy fire on us with more effect, as our unwieldy gun-boats 
were flow in their motions, and when they put about to return 

r The Ruffian feamen are neat in their perfonsand remarkably patient of fatigue and bardihip. They 
were entirely obedient to command and fearlefs of danger. They did not appear to receive fo much 
attention to their wants and comfort from their officers, as they deferved. I have known a boat’s crew 
remain alungfide the Swiftfure from dawn of day to fun-fet without any food, except what the humanity 
of our Tailors afforded .them from their own ftore. When the circumftance was known to our com¬ 
mander, they were always fupplied from his table. 
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to their anchorage were expofed to the fire of the enemy, 
without a power of returning it. Such veffels fhould always 
be fupplied with a long gun out aftern. The launch of the 
Swiftfure, commanded by the Honourable Lieutenant Eylmer, 
had a heavy carronade, which was placed on a groove reach¬ 
ing from the ftem to the ftern, fo that it could be made ule 
of either advancing or retreating; the other boats alfo had 
different pieces of ordnance according to their fize, and were 
commanded by officers of the Swiftfure. A dgerm, that had 
fallen into our hands, was prepared as a mortar-boat, and a linall 
mortar, or howitzer, mounted in her, from which fhells were 
thrown with tolerable precifion, and the tower and minaret of 
Aboukir were {truck feveral times. The day following the 
gun-boats again got under way, but owing to a heavy fwell and 
frequent l'qualls of wind, they drove lo far to leeward that it 
was late at night before they could be brought to the anchorage 
off the illand, which, in compliment to our Admiral, we deno¬ 
minated Nelfon’s illand. The next day proved more favour¬ 
able to our operations, and the whole fleet of gun-boats and 
row-boats proceeded towards the mouth of the Lake Maadie, 
and from thence our line extended along the lliore to the foot 
of fand-hills, on the fummit of which was the French camp; 
near the bottom of the hill was a grove of palm or date-trees, 
and fome high bullies, which proved highly ufeful to the 
enemy. The Ruffian failors had been withdrawn from the 
gun-boats, but the launch, and fome of their fmaller boats, 
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manned and armed, attended, as alfo the Toride gun-veflel, 
carrying four heavy guns, commanded by Mr. Autride, mid- 
fhipman of the Zealous. The enemy had formed a low bat¬ 
tery on the neck of land leading to the entrance of the lake, 
and placed fome field-pieces on the fand-hills above; the bufihes, 
and every little fand-hill, were lined with infantry. Our fmall 
mortar-veftel threw fhells into the camp, which, to our furprife, 
twice broke into a flame, and the enemy were feen in apparent 
confufion endeavouring to extinguifh it. Captain Hallowell 
perceiving a large gun-boat of the enemy clofe to the fhore, 
rowed in with his barge to attack it; the French retreated from 
it: as it was fail aground, and expofed to a heavy fire of 
mufketry, he was obliged to defift from his attempt to bring 
it off: a marine was fhot clofe afide him.* 

Some of the Turkifh gun-boats were now brought fo*near 
the battery as to ufe their mufkets, and the bufinefs was be¬ 
ginning to grow very ferious, when, from the daftardly conduct 
of the Turks in one of the boats, which threw fome of the 
reft into confufion, the action was obliged to be difeontinued. 
Captain Hallowell had directed Lieutenant Witts of the marines, 

• The annexed plate reprefents the barge making towards the French gun-boat, which is evacuated. 
The head of a Turkifh gun-boat is feen on the left, our people on board of it are firing mutketry on the 
French battery. On the neck of land, beyond which is the Lake Mas die, or as fome call it, the Lake of 
Aboukir, a poor camel is feen tied to a palm-tree, unconfciotu of the danger of his fituation: an ac¬ 
cidental Ibot from one of the boats flruck him on the hump and jkilled him. Above is the French 
campon fire, below which are the heads of the Ibldicrs peeping at|^e the fand-heaps, from whence they 
annoyed us with their mufketry, being themfelves fecurely fheltered. Near this place General Aber- 
cromby landed his troops on the memorable 8th of February 1801. 
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to anchor his gun-boat, which he was in the act of doing, and 
his Teamen bufy about the anchor, when the Turks, made def- 
peratejby their fears, rofe upon our unarmed people, and with 
their fabres began to cut them down. Our Tailors in the 
launch, as well as a Ruffian boat, feeing the fituation of our 
men, fome of whom had jumped overboard to avoid the ftrokes 
of the Turkifh feymetars, immediately flew to their affiftance, 
and firfl: throwing in arms to them, were preparing to follow 
them, when fortunately Captain Hallowed, who perceived the 
confufion, boarded her, and foon put an end to the fray; the 
Turks being now as mean in their humility as before they 
were ferocious in their attack upon unarmed men. All this 
time the veflel was drifting towards the fhore, but was fortu¬ 
nately put about before fhe grounded. An Engliih feaman 
feeing one of his comrades cut down by a Turk, inflantly at¬ 
tacked the Muffidman with a wooden handfpike and beat out 
his brains: the commander of the gun-boat was alfo wounded. 

Seemingly afhamed of their conduct on the former day, the 
Turks behaved better on the following, as they differed their 
veflels to be anchored in a line before the caftle, diftant about 
a cable’s length, and began to batter it with fome effedt, when 
unfortunately one of their guns burft, killing one, and def- 
perately wounding two more of our people.' 


* One of them, named Sunderland, was equally ingenious as brave. He had lately completed a fet of 
leaden aprons, which fitted neatly on the locks of the guns, and fecured them from every injury, fo that 
they were always dry and ready for fervicc. He lost both his legs, and died the following night. 
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This was, on the whole, an unfortunate day for us, as we 
I oil three men killed and five wounded, two of whom died in 
the evening: among the wounded was Mr. Harpur, boatfwain 
of the Swiftfure, who commanded one of the gun-boats; he 
was hurt by a cable in letting go the anchor. 

On the 29th of October feveral Arabs came off to the Swift¬ 
fure from Rofetta; one of them, named Huflein, was Tfour- 
badgi of Rofetta. They were remarkably well-made men, tall, 
and handfome, with black beards and dark complexions; over 
their common habit they wore long gabardines of black horfe- 
hair. They feemed anxious to exprefs their gratitude for our 
endeavours to free them from their invaders. One of them 
was a pilot for the Bar of the Nile. He engaged to remain 
with us to conduct our watering parties to the proper place, 
where we might obtain a fupply of that neceffary article. 

Through the medium of Hadji HafTan and his nephew, we 
were taught to believe, that thefe people announced the ap¬ 
proach of a large army of the country powers to co-operate with 
us. A s, however, it did not make its appearance, fufpicions 
naturally arofe unfavourable to the veracity either of thofe 
who came to us, or of our interpreters: at length, by the 
aid of Mr. Simeon, the dragoman or interpreter of HafTan 
Bey (who had arrived in the Bay) it was difcovered that our 
hithejrto fuppofed faithful Arab Hadji HafTan, had given us falfe 
intelligence. The Tfourbadgi of Rofetta, and the other Arabs, 
neither did or could promife that the Arabs in that quarter 



would aflemble a large army. Yet I cannot think that this 
poor fellow did it from a treacherous motive, or with any 
intention of leading us into mifchief; but as he faw that our 
hopes of inducing the natives to join us in our attacks upon 
the French were very high, he, to make himlelf and country¬ 
men of confequence, repeatedly allured us that they were on 
their march, and would undoubtedly attack the rear of the 
French camp while we were annoying their front. His con¬ 
duct had, however, been very unjuftifiable, inafmuch as he had 
always been treated with kindnefs and humanity, and told that 
the fure way to gain our efteem was to relate the truth; he 
was therefore fent on board a large Turkilh Ihip called the 
Haptap in difgrace. 

About this time we learned that a man of the name of Ab¬ 
dullah Bafha, had come to the fquadron off Alexandria: he was 
a perfon well known, and pofteffed of property in the country. 
He came from Cairo, and brought intelligence that Mourad hey 
had gained a victory over the French. The account he gave was, 
that the latter were 12,000 ftrong, the former only 7 or 8,000. 
That the French made the attack, and loft 3,000 men; the 
Mamaluks only 300, withfeveral wounded; and among the latter 
Elib Mahommed Bey, Ofman Bey, Selim Bey, Ebudfab Bey, and 
other perfons of confequence. That this action happened on 
the aift September, near Rickfie, a place about a league dif- 
tant from Cairo; that Mourad had retired into Faioume, not 
having a fufficient force to fupport a fecond attack - ; but that, 
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in revenge, he had fent 300 French prifoners to Cairo, after 
having deprived them of fight and cut off their nofes and ears; 
that Bonaparte had fent thefe unfortunate men to Rofetta, that 
the fight of them might not difpirit his troops. 

This account, though evidently exaggerated, corroborated 
others, that induced us to believe the French were by no 
means in that fecurity they pretended. The difficulties, 
they had to encounter in this country, which they affirmed 

t 

in their official details to be entirely fubjugated, were very ap¬ 
parent, as we frequently faw convoys of provifions and ammu¬ 
nition parading along the fhore efcorted by large bodies of 
horfe and foot. When they came to the entrance of the Lake 
Maadie, and were obliged to halt in order to pafs in boats, our 
boats had an opportunity of attacking them with great advan¬ 
tage, and confiderably retarded their progrefs. 

The French could not fend either for water or provifions to 
any dillance from their army without a ftrong detachment of 
troops. Small parties, that had attempted to procure thofe 
neceflaries, had repeatedly been deftroyed by the natives. * 

On the 5th of November two Egyptian Chiefs named Ibra¬ 
him Sheik and Maffoud Sheik, came off to the Haptap: 
they informed us that Mourad Bey was within three days 
march of the coaft with his Mamaluks. Captain Hallowell 
took them with him to Captain Hood, who was cruifing off 
Alexandria. In the evening a French boat, bearing a flag of 
truce, accompanied by a Turkiffi boat, came into the Bay. The 
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pretended objeft of their vifit was, that the Turkifh Admiral, 
who had been hitherto detained by the French in the harbour 
of Alexandria, wifhed to be informed whether the Sublime 
Porte was at enmity with the French or not. The Turkifh 
officers were referred to Haflan Bey for an anfwer, who, irri¬ 
tated at their pretended ignorance of a fa& fo well known, dif- 
dained to give them any, and they returned as wife as they 
came. A heavy fquall of wind came on the next day, which 
had nearly pfoved fatal to the unwieldy Haptap; in a ffiort 
time ffie rolled away her main-top-mad, which perhaps faved 
her from driving from her anchors, and the gale fortunately 
fubfiding, by the aid of our carpenters the damage fhe fuftained 
was foon repaired. 

This was a fufficient fpecimen of the imbecility of Turkifh 
failors, and they too feemed perfectly fenfible of it, and were 
anxious to fail for a more fheltered port. 

On the fame day Maffoud Abdullah arrived with letters from 
Mourad Bey. This honed: fellow mud have run much hazard 
in penetrating by himfelf through the deferts as far as the pro¬ 
vince of Faioume, where Mourad then was. The French 
being matters of all the intermediate country, he ran great rifk 
of falling into their hands, and the confequence would have 
been certain death, if he had. They made no fcruple of de- 
ftroying the natives on the flighteft pretence, and any attempt 
to convey intelligence from us to the Bey, would have been 
* caufe fufficient for the extirpation of a dittritft. 
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As our water was nearly expended, the Torride gua*brig 
was fent to the mouth of the Nile, and returned with a flipply^ 
She was fent again on the fame duty, and I received permiflion 
to go in her. We failed by day-break on the 9th, and as 
it was calm did not make much way, but drifting near the 
coaft, were obliged to anchor: the next day, however, we 
reached the neareft entrance of this famous river, A French 
gun-boat, that was anchored there, got under weigh, and retired 
further up, leaving us unmolefted to profecute'our bufinefs,' 
which is thus performed. The waters of the Nile, being con- 
fiderably lighter than the fea, floated on the top like oil. Our 
people had only to dip their pails, or place their pumps near 
the furface, and the water was perfectly frefti; but if, through 
careleflnefs, they dipped a little deeper, the fait water mixed 
with it and fpoiled the whole. The water, thus obtained, had 
a red appearance, and feemed of the conflftence of cream, but 
we found that it purged itfelf after remaining a fliort time in 
the calks, and was both palatable and wholefome. While the 
people were thus employed, I accompanied Mr. Autridge in a 
boat to a fmall fandy ifland in the mouth of the river, where 
we faw a large flock of pelicans; but having only bullets in 
our mufkets, we did not fucceed in killing any of them. From 
this ifland we had a pleafant view up the Nile towards Bofetta, 
whole towers and minarets, appearing above the groves of 
palms*, had a pleating effe6t. We alfo obferved a handfome 
mofque, where the French had eftabiiflied a poft, as we could 
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perceive the tn-coloured flag waving on it. A little to the 
right, on an eminence, was an old tower, which we conje6lured 
to be that of Abou Mandour, from whence Monfieur Pouflielgue 
viewed the combat on the ift of Auguft, of which he gave fo 
accurate and well written a defeription, as may be feen by re¬ 
ferring to the firft part of the intercepted correfpondence. We 
alfo found a fkeleton of a camel, probably wafhed there by one of 
thofe ftorms which frequently do much damage on this coaft. 

The Torride did not come unattended to this bufinefs; no 
fooner did the fail from the fleet, than fevcral of the Turkifli 
armed veflels got under weigh, not daring to truft them- 
felves fo near a French poft, without being protected by fome 
Britifli veflel. We went on board one of them, at the requefl: 
of her commander, and found her to be a handfome veflel, 
mounting twenty guns, six and nine-pounders. The captain 
(who was from the ifland of Candia) informed us, that though 
under the command of the Grand Signor, the veflel was his 
own property. Being willing to entertain us in the beft manner 
poffible, he ordered fupper inftantly to be brought in: it conflfted 
of boiled fifh and cheefe fwimming in clear oil. As I had my cue, 
I fell to work with my Angers, and pinching apiece out, prevent¬ 
ed our entertainer from doing it for me; and in a fhort time this 
curious difh was difpatched. He then, in defiance of the laws 
of Mahomet, fet before us fome excellent Candiote wine, of 
which he fwallowed fuel) large potions as plainly indicated his 
contempt for the ordinances of his prophet. That our enter- 
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tainment might be complete, he refolved to treat us with a 
concert: a wretched ragged Greek made his appearance, bear¬ 
ing a little guitar with three firings, and another accompanied 
it with his voice; but the mufic (if it deferved the name) 
was fo intolerably bad, that none but Turkifli ears could be 
delighted with it, and we were glad to retreat from fuch a 
medley of difcordant founds. Our veflel having obtained her 
cargo of water, gave us an opportunity of doing fo without 
giving offence. We accordingly got on board, and failed for 
the fquadron, and our Turkifli convoy 'made hafte to fol¬ 
low us. 

The bottoms of the Turkifli gun-boats being very foul, Cap¬ 
tain Hallowell determined to employ their crews, aflified by 
fome of his own, to haul them on fliore on the ifland, and 
careen them; but found that it was firft neceflary to dig a dock 
level with the water for that purpofe; and with incredible 
labour he fucceeded in getting one of them into it. Sea weeds 
two yards long were found flicking to it, and the whole bottom 
was incrufted with mufdes; many bufhels of which were taken 
off. No wonder, therefore, that they proved fo unwieldy and 
unmanageable in their late attacks on the cafifc. 

In digging the docks fevenal Egyptian reliques of great.anti¬ 
quity were found; the plate annexed is an exadfc reprdeUtation 
of fqme of the principal of them. No. i reprefcnts the Ibis, a 
bard woribipped by the ancient Egyptians, becaufe it deftroyed 
the ferpents, that were bred in the mud left by Hfe over- 
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flowing of the Nile: it is of copper, and the body is five 
inches and a half in length, the head and beak three inches 
three-fourths, the neck three inches, and the legs three and 
a half; there were two of thefe in tolerable prefervation. 
No. a is alfo of copper, of the fize of the engraving; it re- 
prefents fome animal in a fitting pofture, but what cannot be 
difcovered, as the fculptor does not feem to have a good idea of 
nature. No. 4 is alfo of copper, and rather larger than the 
drawing; it reprefents the Ibis with the figure of a man before 
it. Thefe two laft appear, from the hollow part at the bottom, 
to have been fixed on ftaffs. No. 3 is an alabafter figure of 
the fize reprefented; and from a fmall hole drilled at the back, 
appears to have been worn round the neck as an amulet; from 
the lock of hair on the right fide of the head, it probably re¬ 
prefented Ofiris. It was found near the fkeleton of a man, 
and with it a great quantity of fmall bones of birds. The 
little alabafler figure I afterwards prefented to Sir William 
Hamilton at Palermo, the others I have now in my pofleflion, 
together with a copper coin found in another part of the ifland, 
which is of the date of Bafilius. 

On this ifland we turned our little bullocks, thinking they 
would thrive better there than on board; but left the French 
fhould land in the night and take them off, a guard of failors 
was left with them. Had the French pofiefled the enterprife, 
which our,people have fo often fhown, they certainly might 
have taken them in fpite of the Turkifh gun-boats at anchor 
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in the Bay, as we could never difcover that any watch was kept 
on board them. Amongft our crew were feveral Comifh 
miners; they were employed to dig wells on the ifiand in 
hopes of difcovering a frefli fpring; but when they came to 
water, it proved always very brackifh, being only fait water 
filtered through the fand. 

On the 2 1ft a Mamaluk came off to us from Utko: he had 
been difpatched by Mourad Bey in confequence of the letter 
conveyed by Maffoud Abdullah. I accompanied the captain 
on board the Haptap, where Haflim Bey, two Arab Sheicks, 
and fome Turkifli commanders, were aflembled in divan, when 
Selim delivered his meflage from Mourad Bey. This Mamaluk 
was a Kiachef, or officer of rank, under Mourad, and prefented 
a more pleating appearance than any of the turbaned Yace we 
had yet feen. ‘ He related that his mafier had harafled. the 
French, in the province of Faioume with fome fuccefs, and that 
he would be ready at any time to co-operate with us, could 
we mufter 500 men, and the Arabs bring 1000 into the field 
to aflift him; but, fortunately, this could not be accomplithed, 
as fubfequent events have proved that a much larger force 
would have been requifite for fuch an errterprife. 

The plate annexed reprefents Selim Kiachef on his legs de¬ 
livering his meflage to the Britiffi, Turkiih, and Arab chiefs, 
who are feated on fofas round the cabin. The old man cm 
the left, looking down, with his band on his grey beard, is 
Haflan Bey, the Governor of Rhodes. The Turk on the right 
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of the picture is Harriet, the Captain of the Haptap, and the 
fecond beyond Haffan Bey is Ibrahim, an Arab Sheick. 

On the 25 th the Haptap failed for Conftantinople; this un- 
wieldy fhip was in conftant danger of being loft, and her com¬ 
mander requeftcd the might be allowed to depart." 

In the night of the 27th a Turkifh boat rowing guard be¬ 
tween the iftand and the caftle, fell in with a large dgcrm 
having feventecn Arabs on board, which fhe brought off: this 
was thought a* great feat, and they were not a little proud of 
the exploit. 

On the 4th of December Haffan Bey failed for Rhodes, 
taking with him the Turkifh gun-boats and frigates. For the 
former he had for fome time paft been greatly alarmed, on 
account of the expofed fituation of the Bay of Aboukir, the 
nature of the veffcls, the unfkilfulnefs of the mariners, and 
the heavy gales which prevail at this feafon. Captain Hal¬ 
lowed had buffered great inconvenience from them, as in all 
emergencies they applied to him for affiftance and advice: 
they frequently had expended all their provifions and water, 
and the captain of the large frigate, whofe province it was to 
furnifh them with thofe articles, was always very unwilling to 
do fo, and nothing but threatening to write againft him to the 

■* The Haptap Is a large Turkilh built <hip, Intended for war or commerce; and is nearly as large as one 
of our feventy-fours, but very much undermafted. She traded from Conftantinople to Alexandria, and 
her codbander Hamet, an Arab, bore an excellent character. On each fide of the poop of this curious 
fliip an alcove juts out in the Chinefe tafte; indeed her whole appearance indicates the builder was a 
native. 

T 
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Porte could induce him to a& honeftly by them. This conduct 
on his part begat mutiny and difafFe&ion on theirs, and he 
fometimes had to prefer his complaints again!! the commanders 
of thofe veflels for tlieir conduct. At one time the crew of 
his own frigate exhibited fymptoms of mutiny; he came on 
board the Swiftfure in great trepidation, rcqucfting the aid of 
the captain, who allured him that he would loon reduce them 
to obedience by running alonglide and pouring a broadlide into 
the Ihip. This threat not only quieted the infurgents, but 
equally alarmed the captain for the fate of his frigate, and order 
was reftored. We had a guard boat every night rowing about 
the Bay, as well to prevent any attempt of the enemy againll 
us, as to intercept their boats when endeavouring to tranfport 
provilions from Rofetta to Alexandria. 

On the 16th the Ihip’s company was put to a Ihort allow¬ 
ance of provilions, for we had received no fupply lince we left 
Syracufe in July: and that there might be no caufe for com¬ 
plaint, it was refolved, both by the captain and officers, to put 
themfelves to the fame allowance as the Ihip’s company; and 
all their live flock was appropriated to the ufe of the lick. 
This arrangement fatisfied the people; and feeing their officers 
expofed to the fame difficulties as themfelves, they bore their 
privation with the utmoft cheerfulnefs, to the no fmall aftonifh- 
ment of the French; who, from feeing no ffiips arrive to re¬ 
lieve us, concluded that we mull be under the neceffi'ty of 
quitting the coaft from abfolute want. The truth was, that 
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the blockaders were as badly off as thofe they were Rationed to 
guard: if the French were without wine, and poflibly fome- 
times badly fupplied with provifions, they had at leaft the 
fatisfa&ion of a little more liberty; but we were pent up in 
our (hips, and, except the little ifland, had not a place to 
land on. 

On the 29th we were relieved by the Seahorfc, which took 
our ftation, and we joined the Commodore off Alexandria, 
after having been ten weeks ftationed in Aboukir Bay. 1 


* I cannot omit mentioning the fpirited conduct of the young midfliipmen, who, during the conflifts 
between the gun-boats and the French in the Bay of Aboukir, as related in this chapter, eagerly volun¬ 
teered their fervices, and always went with the boats. 

On tbe lft of Auguft, alfo, thefe lads remained on the quarter-deck, or forecaftle, during the whole 
of the a&ion. 

The other boys of the fliip likewife evinced an equal fpirit. One of them had brought a cartridge-box 
from the magazine to the quarter-deck, and had fat down on it to fecure it from the fparks of fire that 
were flying aboutj a (hot came in at the. fiarboard gangway, and knocked away his combuftible feat, 
and then difmoonted a larboard gun. The boy recovered himfelf inflautly, got up, and after carefully 
wetting the powder that was fcattered on the deck, ran for another cartridge, brought it to the fame 
place, and refeated himfelf with great compofure, waiting till it was called for. 

I do not mention thefe circuraftances as peculiar to the boys on board of the Swiftfure only, (for 
I am well informed that the fame fpirit of emulation and courage is common on board all our Ihips) but 
as a proof of tbe general fpirit of our youngfters, who thus, at an early age, give fuch ample promife of 
what may be expected from them when a few more years have matured their judgment, 

I muft here beg leave alfo to mention two inftances, among many, of the healthinefs of tbe climate 
on the coaft of Egypt. On board the Majeftic a man loft an arm and a leg, and fuffered the operation 
of the trepan for a fracture on bis tkull; he recovered, and is now a penfioner at Greenwich hofpital. 
A boy on board the Swiftfure was flruck on the head by a grape-fliot, and was obliged to be trepanned 
twice, yet he recovered; as did alfo feveral others who had been defperalely wounded. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Posta in riva del mar, ed ha vicine 
Immense solitudini d'arena; 

Le quai, come Austro suol l’onde marine, 

Mesce il turbo spirante, onde a gran pena 

J 

Ritrova il peregrin riparo o scampo 

Ne le tempcste de l’instabil campo. Tasso, Canto xvii. 


On the 30th of December the Swiftfure fell in with the 
Zealous and Lion off the tower of Marabou. We Jeanit that 
during the time we were in the Bay of Aboukir, a grand illu¬ 
mination had been exhibited by the French at Alexandria. 
The pharos, the minarets, and even Pompey’s pillar, were bril¬ 
liantly lighted up, and fire-works were difplayed; all this was in 
honour of their new feftival, the anniverfary of the iounding 
the Republic. We perceived a material difference in the 
works around the town; they now bore a formidable afpedl. 
A large fand-hill, that appeared to be at the back of the city, 
was completely fortified; and from its commanding fituation, 
feemed capable of refilling any attack that could be made on 
it from infurgents in the city. On Pompey’s pillar the tri¬ 
coloured flag was hoifted, and a foldier conftantly on guard, 
who could, from that height, give early intelligence of the ap¬ 
proach of an enemy. 
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The annexed drawing reprefents the caftlc at the entrance 
of the new harbour built on, or near, the {pot where formerly 
hood the celebrated pharos, efteemed one of the wonders of 
the world. The caflle is a handfome building, adorned with 
towers at the corners, and a tall minaret, in the ftyle of moft 
of the Saracenic buildings in this and the adjacent country; be¬ 
hind it, on the right, is the fand-hill above mentioned. From 
the caflle to the main-land extends a long caufeway over 
arches, and on the right of the whole is Pompey’s pillar, with 
the French flag difplayed on the top of it. On the left of the 
harbour, among the ruins of the ancient city of Alexandria, is 
the column known by the name of Cleopatra’s needle. I could 
not but regret the circumftances of the times, which prevented 
a nearer infpe&ion of thefe venerable remnants of antiquity; 
but they have all been ably deferibed by thofe celebrated 
travellers Norden and Pococke, and by feveral fubfequent 
writers, as well as the French literati of the prefent day, fo 
that nothing new could be faid on them. 

The French had been bufy in rendering the caflle more 
capable of refifting\ny attacks upon it; they had levelled the 
battlements on the lower part, and erected a battery of guns 
and mortars on the platform, with which they frequently an¬ 
noyed us, as, in the courfe of our cruize, we fometimes ap¬ 
proached within the range of their {hot. 

The city is fituated in the middle of barren defarts of fand, 
having on one fide the lake Mariotis, which is nearly 4 ry, and 



/*/ / * 












143 


a branch of the lake Maadie, or Aboukir, on the other. The 
appearance of the buildings of the new town is the fame as is 
generally found where the Turks have been long fettled, mean 
in their architecture, the ftreets narrow, dark, and dirty. 

On the 3d of January a fail was difcovered endeavouring to 
efcape: the was purfued and captured by the Lion, and proved 
to be a French corvette of 10 guns and 77 men, named Le 
Chafeur: the bore difpatches from Bonaparte to the French Di¬ 
rectory, which were thrown overboard and loft. 

We now often experienced thofc heavy gales of wind that at 
this feafon of the year do fo much damage on the coaft. The 
new port, being open to the fea, is often a fcene of dreadful 
dcvaftation: if one fhlp drives from her anchors the is fure to 
run foul of another, which experiences the fame fate, and com¬ 
municates it to a third, till the whole are involved in the fame 
deftruCtion. The policy of the Turks was very inimical to 
the purfuits of commerce; for the old harbour, which is com¬ 
pletely fheltered from the effeCts of the weather, was appro¬ 
priated only to the ftiips of Mufliilmen; the merchantmen of 
all other nations were obliged to run the hazard of the new and 
dangerous port. 

On the 1 ath we fell in with the Fortune polacre from St. 
John d’Acre; from her we received a fmall fupply of wine and 
onions, but the brought no live ftock. Lieutenant Davis in¬ 
formed us that the plague had broke out afrefti at Rhodes, and 
that a French veffel from Egypt, having on board her a 



144 


brother of General Bonaparte, had been captured by the 
Turks, and taken to the ifland of Scio. During his fiay at 
Rhodes a flight fhock of an earthquake was felt there. 

While on the Egyptian coad we had frequent communica¬ 
tions with the enemy. At one time the Commander in Chief 
lent two officers to offer us a fupply of vegetables: from our 
long cruize on this inhofpitable coalf, he concluded we muff 
be in want of fucli rcfrelhmcnts; yet we had the ingratitude to 
think that his civility was only a cover for his curiofity; it was 
natural to fuppofc he wifhed to know the date we were in, and 
how we bore the privations attendant on fuch a long and un¬ 
profitable cruize. Being aware of this, all poflible civilities were 
fhown to the French officers; and that they might be the bet¬ 
ter able to judge of our abilities to continue on that dation, 
they were conduced into the feveral parts of the fhip, even to 
the lower decks. They could not conceal their furprife at the 
healthinefs of our people, the cheerfulnefs that appeared on 
their countenances, and the regularity and good order that 
reigned throughout. 

In the courfe of converfation after dinner one of them re¬ 
marked, that we had made ufe of unfair weapons during the 
late action, by which, probably, the Admiral’s fhip l’Orient 
was burnt; and that General Bonaparte had expreffed great 
indignation at it. In proof of this adfertion he dated, that, in 
the late gun-boat attacks, their camp had twice been on fire, 
occadoned by balls of unextinguifhable matter which were 
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fired from one of the Englifh boats. Captain Hallowell in- 
ftantly Ordered the gunner to bring up fome of thofe balls, 
and afked him from whence he had them. To the confufion 
of the accufers, he related that they were found on board of 
the Spartiate, one of the {hips captured on the ift of Auguft. 

As thefe balls were diftinguiftied by particular marks, though 
in other refpe&s alike, the Captain ordered an experiment to 
be made in order to afeertain the nature of them. 

The next morning I accompanied Mr. Parr, the gunner, to 
the ifland; the firft we tried proved to be a fire-ball, but of 
what materials compolcd, we could not afeertain. As it did 
not explode, which at firft we apprehended, we rolled it into 
the fea, where it continued to burn under water; a black 
pitchy fubftance exuding from it till only an iron fkeleton of a 
fhell remained. The whole had been carefully crufted over 
with a fubftance that gave it the appearance of a perfect fhell. 
On fetting fire to the fufe of the other, which was differently 
marked, it burft into many pieces; though fomewhat alarmed, 
fortunately none of us were hurt. 

People account differently for the fire that happened on 
board of t^e French Admiral; but why may it not have arifen 
from fome of thefe fire-balls left, perhaps, carelefsly on the poop, 
or cabin, where it firft broke out? and what confirms my 
opinion on this head is, that feveral pieces of fucli {hells were 
found flicking in the Bcllerophon, which {he moft probably 
received from the firft fire of l’Orient. 

u 
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On thefe occaftons we picked up fome curious anecdotes 
that attended the invalion and proceedings of the French ar¬ 
mies in their progrefs up the country; among others, one that 
does not fpeak highly for French gratitude. When the news 
arrived at Cairo of the capture of Alexandria by the Repub¬ 
lican troops, a great fermentation took place in that city. 
There were many Franks y at that time there. Againft the 
French, of courfe, the fevered: vengeance was denounced; and 
they would all inevitably have been murdered, but the hu¬ 
manity of the wife of Ibrahim Bey, a Mamaluk leader, faved 
them. Moved with pity for their fituation, fhe took them all 
to her houfe, and concealed them there till the arrival of the 
French army under General Bonaparte. The General, as well 
as the reft of his followers, exprefled their admiration at the 
condutft of this woman, but it did not fave her from a heavy 
contribution levied on her hufband, which, as he was abfent 
with his Mamaluks, fhe was obliged to pay. 

An inftance of fummary juftice occurred foon after the land¬ 
ing of the army, which was by fome condemned, by others 
approved. A foldier was detedfted in taking a turkey from an 
inhabitant; General Bonaparte inftantly ordered him jto be fhot. 
All this in military juftice is allowable, where the fame ftri< 5 l- 
nefs is obferved towards the higher orders, but it is well 
known they plundered without controul. 


y Chriftians of all countries, are fo called by the Mahometans, 
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A quarter-maftcr of dragoons was tried for lome crime by a 
court-martial, and was condemned by it to the gallies for life, 
agreeable to the conditutional law. When the fentence was 
reported to Bonaparte, he broke all the officers of the court- 
martial, and ordered another to be aflembled to try the cri¬ 
minal, having fird made a law by which the crime of which 
the culprit was accufed, fhould be punifhed with death. Being 
as before found guilty, he was condemned on this (ex pod 
fa6fo) law, and ’differed death accordingly 1 

We were told from good authority, that not long fince a 
confpiracy amongd the Turks was fufpedted; General Bona¬ 
parte inftantly introduced the new fydem of domiciliary vifits, 
and, on fearching the houfes, papers were found concealed in 
the trowfers of the ladies. Thefe papers, it was laid, diiclofed 
a plot tliat had been formed to murder all the French that 
were at Alexandria; and on the fame day, the fame feene was 
to have been adled at Cairo. 

On their fird arrival at Alexandria, the French new modelled 
the laws and culloms of the Turks (as they have invariably 
done wherever they have gained a footing); they formed a mu¬ 
nicipality, confiding half of Turks and half of French • It may 
be furmifed, that the dory of the treafonable papers found on 
the women was of the fame kind with thofe which have fo 
frequently been fabricated by^e revolutionids to anfwer parti¬ 
cular purpofes; be that as it may, the French foldiers fearching 
the women, of courfe, gave great offence to the Mahometans. 
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Soon after the defeat of the French fleet in the Bay of 
Aboukir by Admiral Nelfon’s fquadron, the army of General 
Bonaparte at Cairo broke out into open rebellion, and declared 
they would not march a flep further; that they perceived they 
were brought to Egypt to be facrificed; and they even threat¬ 
ened to maflacre all their officers. In this emergency, Bona¬ 
parte called out all the troops, and addrefled them to the fol¬ 
lowing purpofe. 

“ My comrades and fellow-foldiers 1 when this expedition 
was decreed in France, 1 requefted, and obtained, leave to chufe 
my own foldiers. Whom did 1 chufe but you, with whom I had 
fo often fought; you, the brave army of Italy! Let me, there- 
■fore, requeft you would not fully the character you have 
always borne in the face of the world, but a6t with that atten¬ 
tion to good order and difeipline that has hitherto made you 
the firft army of France; and here I engage, that every one 
of you fhall return to France in fix months, or let my head be 
forfeited to your revenge." 1 This, for the time, had its effe&, 
and difeipline and good order were re-eftablifhed. 

By the French we frequently were told of battles having 
been fought with the Mamaluks, in which fometimes thoufands 
of the latter were Hated to have fallen. This appeared very 
extraordinary to us, who had always been taught to believe that 
the greateft number of the Mamaluk cavalry never exceeded 
8 ooo; and fince the French arrived in Egypt, they had been 

1 So it would have been, had they caught him before he ran away from them in the year following. 
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divided, part of them being with Ibrahim Bey, who retired into 
the deferts towards Syria, the reft with Mourad Bey in Faioume. 8 
The mode of attack of thefe brave, but ill-difciplined troops, 
was extremely irregular; they advanced in fmall parties, at full 
fpeed, up to the bayonets of the enemy, who were drawn up in 
regular order to receive them. They firft difeharged their car¬ 
bines, next their piftols, and then made the laft defperate attack 

1 The following tranfktion of a letter, written by the unfortunate Admiral Briieys to his fleet, on 
receiving the news of the capture of Cairo, with the obfervations on it by an officer who was with the 
French army, will prove how widely they depart from the faCt in relating the events ot their fucceffes 

Liberty—Eouality—?) n board f Orient, the IQth of Thermidor, the 6th year of the French 
Republic, (IQth July 1798, only three days lejore the adion in Aboukir Ray). Admiral Rrueys, 
commander of the naval forces of the Republic in the Mediterranean, to the Naval Army. 

Long live the Republic! my comrades, our brave brethren in arms have obtained poflfeffion of the city 
of Cairo, the capital of Egypt, in the defence of which the Beys had placed all their hopes and cx- 
haufted all their refourccs. Ten thoufund Mamaluk cavalry attacked our troops with impetuolity, but 
were brifkly repulfcd; a thou/and of them were cut to pieces, a much greater number drowned in the 
river, and all the rtlt, ftruck with the greateft terror, put to flight, being almolt all wounded. We have 
taken all their baggage, three hundred camels, and more than three hundred horfes richly caparifoned. 
General Bonapartfi and General Vial, attended by their brave foldiers, took the fort by form. The city 
of Grand Cairo, which contains 400,000 inhabitants, has feut deputies to meet the army. General 
Bonaparte made his entry there in the midft of the acclamations of the people. The capture of this 
city irrfures to us the conqueft of Egypt, and adds one of the fined palms to the trophies of our victories. 
May we, my companions, be fo fortunate as foon to find an opportunity of dillinguiffiing ourfelves at 
fea by a complete victory over the Engli/h. Long live the French Republic 1 Long live the French People! 

Obfervations on this letter by an Officer who accompanied the army. 

The city of Cairo was not defended. Four thoufand Mamaluk cavalry, under the command of Mourad 
Bey, attacked the different divifions formed in a fquare battalion, but were repulfcd. Their lot's both 
in drowned and killed by the cannon and mufketry amounted to four hundred. I am ignorant of the 
number of the wounded, bccaufe they carried them all away with them. A retrenchment, which was 
only a little ditch with fornc cannon planted behind it, was taken, as were alfo about ten camels and 
ffty horfes. The army entered into the city of Cairo on the next day without meeting with any re- 
fiflatUT. - 
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with the fabre; after which they wheeled about and retreated 
as faft as they advanced. In this defultory mode of attack 
they were open to every difadvantage: in the firll place, they 
had no covering artillery, but were themfelves expofed to that 
of the French, which is allowed to be the beft in the world; 
and on their near approach they were received by a fteady 
fire of mufketry, wliilft their own aim on horfeback, and at full 
fpeed, muft be very imperfect; but if, efcaping thefe dangers, 
they came to clofe quarters, the bayonets of the French could 
not protect them from the force and fkill of the Mamaluk 
fabre, which bearing before it every refinance, hewed down all 
that came within its reach. The French officers who came to 
us, reported that the ftories we had heard of the fkill and 
power of the Mamaluks with the fabre were literally true, 
and that if they were difeiplined according to European 
tactics, they would be the fineft cavalry in the world. The 
mode in which they are exercifed to the ufe of the fabre 
is curious; bags fluffed hard with cotton, are placed upright 
the height of a man, and till a foldier can cut through one 
of thefe with a Angle ftroke, he is not accounted a fkilful 
Mamaluk. 1, 

On the 19th of January, the Commodore ordered the Swift- 
fure to proceed to St. Jean d’Acre to procure provifions, for 


' The Mamaluk, in aftion, wears a metal helmet under his turban, having ftrong bars of iron to 
draw down and guard his face from the ftroke of the fabre. Under his cloak he ha9 a quilted jacket 
lined with fteel net-work that will refill the iharpeft fword and almoft turn a bullet. 
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which the whole fquadron was now in great diftrefs, and we 
accordingly made fail for that place. 

On the a ad, by break of day, we defcried Mount Carmel, 
and in the afternoon anchored in the centre of the fpacious Bay 
of Acre. The plague, which raged at St. Jean d'Acre, prevented 
any further communication with the fliore on that fide than 
was abfolutely neceflary to procure provifions and water; 0 hut I 
faw enough of that place to raife my aftoniftiment at the gallant 
defence it made a few weeks after, when a band of Britilh fea- 
men and marines under Sir Sidney Smith, with the Turkifh 
garrifon, were fuccefsful in defending thofe rotten and ruined 
walls againft the flower of the French army; and that army 
under the command of one of the moft fuccefsful Generals of 
the age. The next day we anchored nearer the font hern tide 
of the Bay, about a mile and a half from the town of C;ii<Fe, 

which is fltuated at the foot of Mount Carmel. This place has 

> 

by far the moft miferable collection of human habitations 1 
ever beheld: it is nearly fquare, and furrounded with a high 
wall of no great ftrength; at the corners are fquare tow ers, and 
at the entrance from the fea-fliore is a tolerably well built 
caftlc. The ftreets exhibit a frightful fpccimcn of human 
mifery, being very narrow and full of mud; and to add to the' 

* The Honourable Lieutenant Eylmer, wHb commanded the watering party, informed me, that in the 
crowd that came down to the ihore, was our old acquaintance Hadji Haflait, the Arab, v. ho was left 
here by the Haptap, which Chip had faited/or Cyprus. Poor Hafl'au feemed very happy to At an officer 
of the Swiftfure; and, notwitbftanding the orders to the contrary, prefled forward to fluke him by the 
band. He now gained a livelihood by felling fherbet about the ftreets. 



152 


difagreeable picture, dead carcaflfes of dogs, horfes, or camels, 
were fuffered to rot in the public ways without being removed. 
The houfes are all flat-roofed; mofi of them have neither 
floors or windows, and, in factt, are no better than hovels. In 
a fmall area before the houfe of the Governor, was a train of 
artillery, chiefly howitzers, or carronades, mounted as field- 
pieces. They were of brafs, and neatly finifhed. 

We flattened to enjoy a ramble into the adjacent country: 
proceeding out of the weftern gate, we turned to the left, and 
afeended the hill which rifes immediately behind the town. 
At the difiance of a quarter of a mile we arrived at a fquare 
caftle, with only one fmall entrance, and quite unornamented 
by architectural embellifhments. It appears to have been 
formed more for the purpofe of overawing the town than of 
defending it. From thence we continued to afeend through 
a grove of olives till we arrived at a fteep and rocky path, 
by which we, at length, reached the top of Mount Carmel. 

From this height we had a delightful view of the furround¬ 
ing romantic country. 11 Directly under us appeared the town 
of Caiffe; to the right extended a level plain of apparently 
rich land, watered by the rivers Belus and Kifhon, and bounded 
by the mountains of Nazareth.' 


d I made a fkctch of the feenery deferibed; an engraving from which is here given. 

' It wjs not poflible to view this country without calling to mind the wonderful events that have 
occurred in it at various periods from the eariieft times; more particularly, the facred life and hiftory of 
our Redeemer, preffed foremoft on our minds. One thing ft ruck me in the form of the houfes in the 
town now under our view, which ferved to corroborate the account of former travellers in this country, 
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On the northern fide of the Bay, on the fea-fhore,* is 
fituated the city of St. Jean d’Acre; above which, among the 
mountains, we perceived a large cattle, but could learn no 
account to whom it belonged; it had very much the appear¬ 
ance of thofe ftrong holds we read of in romances. Over thefe 
mountains, at the diftance of twenty miles, the towering heights 
of Mount Lebanon raifed their fnowy heads. The fummit of 
Carmel, though perfedtly wild and uncultivated, had its pecu¬ 
liar beauties. Small grafs-plots of the finefl: herbage were fur- 
rounded by flowering fhrubs of various kinds; among which 
the arbutus and dwarf-oak bore a confpicuous character. The 
acorns of the latter feed the wild boars, which are numerous in 
this country. Of thefe animals we were fortunate enough to 
procure two, which, when brought on board, proved a delight¬ 
ful repaft to men who had been at a fhort allowance of fait 
provifions for fix weeks, and to our palates were preferable 
to the finefl venifon. Whether it was that circumftancc 
or not, I cannot undertake to determine, but we certainly 


explaining fevera! palftges of (capture, particularly the following. In Matth. cli. xxiv. v. 17 , our 
blefled Saviour in deferibing the diflrefles which fliortly would overwhelm the land of Judea, Irik his 
difciples, that “ when the abomination of defolation is feen flanding in the holy place, let him (fays 
be) which is on the houfe-top not come down to take any thing out of his houfe, but fly," See. The 
houfes, in this country, are all flat roofed and communicate with each other; a perfon there might 
proceed to the city walls and efcape into tire country without coming down into the ftreet. Though 
I am aware that it may be objected that this and mod of the places now exifiing are of a much later 
date than the times when this prophecy was pronounced; yet as the drefs and appearance of thefe 
people have fuffered little change, fo, in all probability, the general form of the buildings has been 
tranfmitted, and, though meanlyj copied. 


X 
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thought the flefh had much more the flavour of venifon than 
of pork/ 

But to return to Carmel: the weftem extremity extends to¬ 
wards the fea, where it terminates in an abrupt point, on which 
is a monaftery of Carmelite monks, that takes its name from 
the mountain. This monaftery is the parent ftock of the reli¬ 
gious houfes bearing the fame appellation in Europe. Beyond 
this point, the Mediterranean fea prefented an expanfe of water 
farther than the eye could reach. After enjoying the profpetft 
which the fcenery around us fo amply afforded, we defcended 
towards the eaftern fide of the town; near the bafe of the 
mountain we came to feveral caverns, which by the natives 
are called the Seven Caves; they appear to have been the 
foundations and .undercrofts of fpacious buildings, of which, 
except thefe hollows, not a veftige remains. They are now 
the habitations of profligate women, who are never admitted 
within the walls of the town. As the Turkifh army was col¬ 
lecting in the neighbourhood, we faw feveral of thefe women 
with the Turkifh foldiers, and as they were the only Mahome¬ 
tan females we ever faw without their veils, they became ob¬ 
jects of curiofity. Of two, that were near thefe caves, one 
feemed to poflefs a certain degree of beauty; but in order 
to render their eyes more brilliant, a dark line was drawn 
round the edge of each eye-ltd: to our fight it had the con- 

f The Greeks who were employed to procure thefe animals, having firft cut off their heads, were 
obliged to cover them with a cloth as they brought them down to the boats, for the Mahometans hold 
them in the greateft abhorrence. 
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trftry effect * Their hair, which was fey long and black, was 
braided in a curious manner, and the nails of their fingers were 
dyed of a pink colour. 

We next entered into a fpacious burial-ground, extending 
from the eaftem gate of the town for feveral furlongs; from 
hence we walked through fome gardens, or grounds that ap¬ 
peared occafionally to have undergone a partial tillage, and were 
watered by wells at fhort diftances from each other, which 
fupplied cifferns witbfrefh water, from whence it was conveyed 
by low aqueducts, or troughs, to the roots of the vines and fig- 
trees, which were in great abundance; asalfo fome fine date- 
trees: at the foot of one of them I fat down and took the an¬ 
nexed (ketch of the town of Caiffe, and adjoining fcenery. 
The climate of this country may be eftimated by the general 
appearance of vegetation at this feafbo of the year. h The 
trees were again putting forth frefh buds, and the grafs on the 
tides of the hills was in *high verdure; the weather was warm 
and pleafant. Between the gardens and the fea is a fandy 
plain which furrounds the Bay; on which is the high road 
from Caiffe to Acre: the multitudes of paffengers, chiefly 
foldiers, pafling between us and the fea, fome on horfeback, 
others on camels, or on foot, formed a pleafing variety in the 
landfcape. The plague; which I before faid was now in the 
latter town, feemed to make little or no impreffion on the 

• This mode of painting on the edge at the eye-lids is common throughout the EaiL By the Turks 
the compofition ufed for that purpofe is called furm£., 

The 25th January. 
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people of the country, ’frho reforted thither as ufual, uncon- 
fcious or carelefs of the danger of infection. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that this dire fcourge Ihould extend itfelf in a ftiort 
time over the face of a country where fojittle care is taken to 
prevent it. On our return to the town we paid a vifit to the 
monks of the monaftery of Carmel, who had been driven from 
their reftdence by the Turkifh foldiery. We faw only two of 
them, who were Italians. The prior was juft dead of the 
plague; and thefe poor monks were in a miferable hovel, defti- 
tute of every comfort. However miftaken may be the zeal of 
thefe men, we cannot but admire their fortitude. Banilhed 
from their homes, and refident among a favage people, by 
whom they are objetfts of fcorn and derifion for their faith; 
they are beftdes expofed to the rapacity of the government, 
which frequently raifes heavy contributions on them, at leaft, 
as much as they can pay; and oftentimes turns them out of 
their retreats to fuit its own convenience. 

On our return on board the Swiftfure we found feveral large 
boats alongfide, loaded with rice and other articles, which 
Dgezzar Pacha, the governor, had fent as a prefent. We allb 
received ample fupplies of live ftock, 1 Iheep, and bullocks; 
and our boats were bufily employed procuring water at Acre, 
the Pacha having appointed a guard to protect them from any 

1 The Captain alfo procured feveral imich-goats, which had a very peculiar appearance: the ears are 
pendulous, and of an extraordinary length; I meafured one of them, and it was two feet long. The 
body was covered with iliaggy black hair like the goats' of Europe, the head was likp a (heep, the horns 
black, ihort, and bent downwards. 
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interruption from the natives; and when our officers waited on 
him, fome Januaries cleared the ftreets as they pafled, that no 
infe&ion might be communicated to them. The Pacha 11 is a 
venerable old man, with a beard as white as fnow, yet he pof- 
feffied great activity, both of mind and body, and feemed to be 
endowed with a much larger (hare of energy and fpirit than 
chara&erifed the generality of his countrymen; but, on the 
other hand, he was cruel and oppreffive in the extreme: fcveral 
circumftances happened at the time we were there, that fuffi- 
ciently proved the former; and from Mr. Malagaba , 1 our conful, 
we learnt, that lately he had put to death the whole of the 
officers of his cuftoms, whom he fufpedted of defrauding him 
in colle&ing his revenues. His mode of punifhment was very 
fummary; the unhappy objects of his fufpicion, to the number 
of fifty-nine, were drawn up on the flrand where his cavalry 
ufed daily to cxercife; and on a fignal given, the foldiers at¬ 
tacked them with their fabres, and flew them all, leaving their 
mangled carcafes expofed on the beach. We were alfo told, 
that lately, in a fit of jealoufy, he had put to death all his 
wives: a Frenchman having penetrated his haram was the 
caufe; fortunately for him he efcaped. 

The city of Acre has at different periods borne various 
names, as Acco, Acca, and Ace. Having been enlarged and 
beautified by Ptolemy the Firft, it was called Ptolemais; but, 

k Dgezzar had lately received the Grand Seignor's rirman, creating him governor of. all Syria, anil 
commander in chief in Upper Egypt. 

1 The perfon a&ing as Britifli vice-conful here is an Italian. 
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as it i'eems the Turks have invariably difcarded both Greek and 
Roman names, it now goes by its ancient appellation of Acco, 
or Acra. The Knights Templars of St. John of Jerufalem 
were put in pofleflion of this, their laft retreat in the Holy 
Land, by Richard Goeur de Lion; from them it is now, by 
Europeans, called St. Jean d’Acre. They gallantly defended it 
for a long time againft the Saracens; but, at length, opprefled 
by fuperior numbers, the place was taken by aflault, and a mofl 
horrible carnage enfued. 

It was in this city that our Prince, afterwards Edward 
the Firft, was wounded by a poifoned weapon, and, as we 
are told, owed his life to the affe&ion of Eleanor his wife, 
who fucked the venom from the wound. It was here alfb 
that a convent of nuns immortalized themfelves in defence of 
their virtue by an a& of heroifm fcarcely credible: when the 
city was taken by the Mahometans in the year 1291, the lady 
abbefs called her flock together, and propofed to them to ex¬ 
cite horror rather than deflre in the breafts of the Barbarians, 
who had juft entered the town, by disfiguring their faces, and 
fhe herfelf fet the example. When the foldiers entered the 
monaftery, and inftead of beautiful virgins, as they expe&ed, 
found only objects of difguft, with faces mangled and deformed, 
theif luft was converted into rage, and, in their difappointed 
fury, they put them all to death. 

As Jerufalem was only three or four days journey from 
Acre, I obtained leave from Captain Hallowell to proceed 
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thither, but it was firft neceffary to obtain permiflion from the 
Governor. Mr. Malagamba, who aCted as Britifh conful, was 
confulted on the occafion; he promifed to fpeak to Dgezzar 
on the fubjeCt: he fucceeded in obtaining his approbation, and 
a promife that he would appoint two Janiffaries to accompany 
me. I had provided a Turkifh habit, and fuffered my mufta- 
chios to grow; and though I much wiftied to have a companion 
of my own country, yet an eager defire to behold a place fo 
celebrated, determined me to proceed. The following day, 
however, the conful prevented the journey; he had difcovered 
that Dgezzar fufpeCted I was a Frenchman, nor could any 
thing he urged in my behalf, perfuade him to the contrary. 
This curious old man profeffed magic, and declared he was 
not to be deceived; with fuch a prepoffeflion againft me it 
would have been madnefs to proceed, and I reluctantly gave 
up the attempt. 1 " Indeed the many infiances we daily faw of 
the feverity of the Pacha, afforded fufficient caufe to dread the 
worft effeds from his fufpicions. Among the people, who 
brought off rice and other provifions to us, were many who 
bore the marks of his vengeance: fome of them had fuffered 
amputation of one hand, others were deprived of an eye, or 
had their nofes flit, or ears cut off; one poor wretch had re¬ 
cently been entirely deprived of his fight. 


m As, from fubfequent events, it appears that the French army under Bonaparte was at this inftant on 
its march to Syria, it is fortunate for me that I did not attempt the journey, as, in all probability 4 IhouUl 
have fallen into their hands, if 1 had eicspad the poigoards of my guides. 



Being thus circumfcribed in my progrefs, I was refolved, 
however, to fee as much as was poffible: accordingly, I again 
landed at Caiffe with Captain Allen and Lieutenant Witts of 
marines. We proceeded towards the promontory of Carmel, 
Signior Salina, the vice-confurs deputy, being with us. In our 
walk we paffed by a field then under tillage: a neat old man, 
who feemed to be the farmer, was overlooking his plough, which 
was then turning up the glebe; at the fame,time a Turkifh 
officer coming up and entering into converfation with Salina, 
I made the fketch which is here given. We proceeded by 
olive groves till we began to climb the rugged path leading to 
the monaftery, which, I before obferved, is fituated on the 
weftern point of Carmel; we found it occupied by a detach¬ 
ment of the Turkifh army, who had miferably defaced it: 
part of the chaj>el was deftroyed, and only the walls remained. 
It is a large handfome building, capable of containing from 
thirty to forty monks. Under the chapel was the cave of 
Elijah, which we entered, and found it was in its original ffate, 
being a fimple excavation in the rock; in one corner a fmall 
altar was erected by the monks: the Turks, who alfo refpe6l 
the memory of Elijah, had left this place as they found it. 

After taking on board a plentiful fupply of rice, and alfo a 
number of oxen," which, in general, were very fmall, we failed 
from* the Bay of Acre on the 28th of January. The wind 

" Thefe oxen were fo fmall that ninety-seven were taken on board the Swiftfure j they were generally 
not fo large as a common Englith calf. Many of them, though full grown, weighed only fixty pounds. 







being unfavourable, it was ten days before we came in fight 
of our fquadron off Alexandria; and, to our furprife, perceived 
no lefs than eight fail, five at anchor, and three under weigh. 
We were fhortly joined by the Thefeus, Captain Millar, who 
gave us the pleating intelligence that Commodore Troubridge, 
in the Cullodcn, had arrived; and that the Zealous and Swift- 
fure were to be relieved from their long and weary cruize on 
this unproductive coaft." 


<> In the fifth chapter, page t)0, I mentioned the arrival of his Majefty's fliip Lion of 64 guns, otl 
Alexandria. She. was commanded by Captain Manley Dixon. Tins fhip had been difpatched by the 
Earl of St. Vincent to reinforce Admiral Nelfon's fquadron. 

On her paffage up the Mediterranean on the 5th July, fhe fell in with a fquadron of four large 

Spanifh frigates. 

At the time the enemy were, firft difeovered, the Lion was (leering eaft under a prefsof fail. Captain 
Dixon iuflantly refolved to bring them to atlion in the doled manner pofiible, and communicated the 
fame to his officers and flop's company, which being received with the moft cheering fymptoms of 
fatisfaftion by all, he took in ftudding-fails and cleared for aaion. At a quarter paft eleven the aftion 
commenced with a heavy cannonade on both fidcs. The. third frigate, from the van having lofl her 
foretop-mafl, Captain Dixon thought that by diveding the principal aim of his attack againtt her he 
fhould fecure a general aftion, fuppoflng that the noble-minded Spaniard would never leave a friend in 
diflrefs • fleering therefore for the crippled fliip, which was now become the flernmoft in the line of 
battle the. other three, frigates tacked in fucceflion, and paffed the Lion very gallantly within mulket- 
fljot; 'but as their line after tacking was by no means a clofe one, they each received a well-dircdcd 
broadfide from the Lion; the good ctled of which was very vifible by their Handing a confiderable 

time on the fame tack. 

Captain Dixon flill continued to purfue the fame fliip he had before made his principal objeft; which 
failing nearly as well as the Lion, did much damage to her rigging by her Hern chafes. The three 
other frigates made a fecond clofe attempt to fupport her, but not lb clofe as the former, and were each 
fully repaid by an exchange of broadfides. At length the Lion clofed will, the crippled fhip, pouring 
in a deftruftive broadfide, the yard-arms being juft clear of each other. At this period the Lion hav.ng 
all her braces, bow-lines, clue-garnets, &c. (hot away, and her fails cut to pieces, was rendered totally 
ungovernable. The three frigates made one more effort to protea and cover their diflreffed confort, 
but in vain. The Lion being at length by great exertions and labour brought round on the fame tack 
with the frigate, which had now (truck her colours and fubftituted the Englifh enfign in their place, 


Y 
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Captain Dixon took poffeffion of her in the face of the three remaining frigates, who were diftant about 
two miles on the weather-bows. 

The frigate captured proved to be the Dorothea of 42 guns and 370 men, commanded by Don Manuel 
Gerrard. From the prifoners Captain Dixon learned that the frigates that efcaped were the Pomona 
of 42 guns and 350 men, Felix O'Neil commodore, Don Francis Villamil commander; Cafilda of 
42 guns and 350 men, Don Dcam Errara captain; Proferpine of 42 guns and 350 men, Diag Bial 
captain. They had all failed from Carthagena on the 8th inllant on a cruize. 
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CHAPTER IX, 


Illi robur & aes triplex 

Circa pectus erat, qui fragilem truci 
Commisit pclago rateni 

Primus. Hor. lib. i. ode 3. 


The fhips that had arrived with Commodore Troubridge 
were the Thefeus, Captain Millar, the Perfeus, Captain Ofwald, 
and the Bulldog, Captain Drummond; the two latter were 
bombardes, and were fupplied with heavy iron mortars of a 
new conftrucftion. 

On the i oth of February fix veflels came out of the harbour 
of Alexandria and feveral dgermes; the latter efcaped to Ro- 
fetta, the former were brought into the fquadron by the Bull¬ 
dog. The following day fome of them were lent in again; 
from thofe detained, we learned that the French daily loft from 
thirty to forty men of the plague. 

The Bulldog and Perfeus p twice bombarded Alexandria, 
which fo alarmed the fhips in the harbour, that feveral of 

p Thcfc veflels flood towards the town ns the evening clofed, and threw in their fliclls as they pro¬ 
ceeded: by fluffing their fituation the enemy's lhot never hit them; but in the attack on the fecond 
night, the mortar on board the Perfeus burft, killed and wounded feveral of the crew, and nearly 
carried away the main-maft; flic was of courfe rendered for the prefent unlit for lurther fervicc 
of this kind. 




1 64 


them came out; among the reft, the Turkifh CaraveUa of 64 
guns, bearing an admiral’s flag. As intimation of fome 
Frenchmen being on board her had been communicated to our 
Commodore, the Turkifli Admiral was interrogated on the 
fubje£fc, <1 and, at length, acknowledged that the pilot was a 
Frenchman, and that one of the f^avans charged with a fecrct 
commiflion from Bonaparte, was alfo in the Caravella. Cap¬ 
tain Hallowell was diredted to bring him on board. On enter¬ 
ing the fliip he found fevcral perfons, apparently Turks, fmoak- 
ing their pipes in the cabin: from a hint he received, he feized 
one of them and declared he was a Frenchman; which, after 
fome hefitation, the other in great alarm confeffed; and he 
was taken on board the Culloden. He proved to be Monfieur 
Beauchamp, who had for a long time refided in different parts 
of the Ottoman dominions, and was perfedfly mafler of the 
language. Bonaparte had diredted him to ufe his endeavours 
to induce the Sublime Porte to enter into terms of amity with 
the French; and at the different iflands he fhould touch at, in 
his voyage to Conftantinople, he was to try to perfuade the 
governors to fend provifions and other neceflaries to the French 
army in Egypt, and to induce them to enter heartily into the 
French caufe. As his million was of fuch dangerous import, 
it was thought right to fend him to Conftantinople, and the 

^ The Turkilh admiral had engaged to convey Mr. Beauchamp', with fecrecy to Conflantinople, and 
had left his own fon and fome of his principal officers as pledges of his good faith j the perilous filia¬ 
tion in which he had left them, and the danger they were expofed to by the difclofure he made, feemed 
to have very little effect on his mind. 
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Swiftfure was directed to carry him to Rhodes, from whence 
he would be forwarded by Haffan Bey. 

The fame day that the Turkifh line-of-battle fhip came out, 
a flag of truce alfo came from Alexandria: Captain Barri, a 
French naval officer, was in the boat. As it was known that 
the plague was in Alexandria, the boat was not allowed to come 
alongflde, and the communication was carried on by word of 
mouth from the ftern of the fhip. 

On the 14th ’of February the Swiftfure failed from the coaft 
of Egypt, having the Turkifh Caravella and two Greek veflels 
in company; but the Turk proved fo bad a failer, and leaky 
withal, that we were obliged to bear up for Cyprus. 

On the 17th we anchored in the Bay of Limefol, to the eaft- 
ward of Cape de Gatte; here we found our old acquaintance 
the Haptap: that unwieldy machine (for it hardly deferved the 
name of a fhip) had firft made the Bay of Acre, and next came 
to this place; but as the weather was now daily growing worfe, 
and Hamet the captain had difpatches for the Porte, he left 
his fhip here at anchor, and proceeded to the coaft of Cara- 
mania, from whence he went by land to Conftantinople. Soon 
after our arrival a Turkifh fhip came into the Bay, and anchored 
near us; her commander came on board, and reported that he 
was one of three fhips which had failed three months ago from 
Smyrna loaded with provifions and fupplies for our fquadron 
off Alexandria; he further ftated, that four days fince he was 
off Alexandria, but feeing nothing of our fquadron, he had 
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bore up for this ifland. The fad is, that long ere he made the 
coaft of Egypt, and, confequently, before he could difcern our 
fquadron, his fears had impelled him to return, left he fhould 
meet a French cruizer. This is one among very many proofs 
we had of Turkifh indolence, cowardice, and imbecility. When¬ 
ever Egypt is in their power again, unlefs they have better pro¬ 
tectors than their own troops and navy, the French, or any 
other nation fo inclined, may once more make themfelves maf- 
ters of it. As foon as we anchored in the Bay Mr. Gamble, 
the purfer, went on fhore to procure wine and bread for the 
fhip; heavy fqualls prevented the fupplies coming off with the 
ufual expedition. 

On the 19th the weather grew worfe, there was a great fwell, 
and the Turkifh man of war rode heavily: at length fhe gave 
the fignal of diftrefs by firing feveral guns; on which Lieu¬ 
tenants Eylmer and Mudge, with a carpenter, were difpatched 
to her afliftance. At three o’clock p. m. the gale increafed, 
and we drove at our anchors; but, at length, brought up again 
in thirty-feven fathoms. In the evening the gale fubfided, and 
we learned that the Caravella was fafe, but as the leak gained 
upon her in the late gale, the Turk was fo alarmed that he 
had given her up for loft, and fired the fignals of diftrefs as 
before mentioned. 

Limefol is a fmali town built of brick, or clay, that appeared 
to have been dried in the fun; it has a fquare caftle, and a 
fmali open battery on the beach. About two leagues to the 



eaftward of the town are fome ruins which now bear the name of 
Old Limefol, but are fuppofed to be the remains of the city called 
Amathus, in which was a temple to Venus, the tutelar goddefs of 
the ifland, and which was alfo the capital of the ifland. Hiffory 
tells us, that Richard the Firfl of England being on his journey 
to the Holy Land, was refufcd permiflion to take in water at 
this place. On his return he took Ifaac, king of the ifland, 
prifoner for this indignity, and fcnt him in filver chains to 
Tripoli. Mulberry trees and vineyards abound here, and the 
bell wine in the ifland is the product of the environs of 
Limefol. 

On the 20th I landed with Captain Allen, and, after paying 
our compliments to. the vice-conful, who was an aged blind 
Greek, we rambled into the country. Pafling the gardens and 
orchards immediately furrounding the town, we came to an open 
plain through which a fmall river glides; but, like moft of the 
rivers in this country, it was little more than a cliafin formed 
by the torrents which, in rainy weather, are precipitated from 
the mountains. On tlicfe plains large flocks of goats and fhcep 
were feeding; the former are very beautiful animals, fpotted 
like leopards, with fhortcr hair than thofe of Europe. The 
latter are remarkable for the fizc of their tails, which, near the 
body, are fometimes nine inches or a foot broad, and weigh 
from five to twenty pounds. The fat which compotes this 
mafs is firm and well tailed. The fhepherds attending them 
were Greeks. Beyond the plain arofe fome high moun- 
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tains; and towards the centre of the ifland is one called 
Mount Olympus. But of the beautiful nymphs, celebrated 
by ancient poets, we faw none. The race, if not extintft, is 
carefully concealed from public view. 

On the evening of the 19th we failed from Limefol, leaving 
the Turkith Admiral in the Bay. 

On the 33d the high mountains on the continent on the 

coaft of Caramania came in view, and the next day we faw 

« 

Cape Celidonia. 

On the 34th the ifle of Rhodes was defcried at a great dif- 
tance. The wind being unfavourable, we made but fmall pro- 
grefs. On the following day a fail appeared in fight, and 
proved to be the Tigre of eighty guns, commanded by Sir Sid¬ 
ney Smith, bearing a broad pendant. Captain Hallowed, who 
went on board and dined with the Commodore, informed us 
on his return, that Sir Sidney Smith was on his palTage from 
Conftantinoplc, where he had arranged a plan of operations 
with the Sublime Porte for a mutual co-operation againft the 
French in Egypt, whither he was going to take the naval com¬ 
mand. He was alfo in veiled with the rank of Minifter Pleni¬ 
potentiary from England to the Porte. In the evening we 
parted company, he proceeding towards Alexandria, and we 
making fail for Rhodes, where we arrived on the 3d of March. 

' It being the fall of the Rhamadan, the city bore a very dif¬ 
ferent appearance to what it did when we were there before; 
the {hops were now fhut up, and a general gloom appeared; 
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the mofgues were daily crowded by the devotees of all rariks. 
After waiting on the Governor, and the Captain having informed 
him of the prifoner he had brought with him, we returned on 
board. 

On the following day I accompanied Lieutenant Eylmer to 
Haftan Bey, taking Citizen Beauchamp with us. At firfl the 
old Turk feemed to be very much enraged againft him; but 
his brow foon fmoothed by the Frenchman entering into con¬ 
vention with him in his native language, and we left Monfieur 
Beauchamp lefs oppreffed with terror than he was at firft; the 
idea of being put into the hands of the Turks having given him 
the greateft alarm. Captain Hallo well alfo humanely made in- 
tereft with the Bey, that he fhould be treated with kindnefs till 
he could be fent to Conftantinople. Monfieur Beauchamp had 
a large fum of money about him, which was concealed in his 
girdle, and amounted in gold fequins to about feven hundred 
pounds, which he declared was his private property. To fecure 
it from the rapacity of the Turks, the Captain counted out the 
money before the Bey, and at the fame time wrote a letter to 
Mr. Smith, the Britifh minifter at Conftantinople, apprifing him 
of the circumftance, that the prifoner might not be deprived 
of it on his paflage, or be prematurely made away with for 
the fake of his treafure. I am forry to add that we after¬ 
wards learned that the money was not his private property, 
but allowed him by Bonaparte for the purpofe of inducing 
the Turks to declare againft us, as it is well known that 

55 
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a bribe is a powerful ftimulus to gain the friendfhip of the 
Turk.- 

We found the gun-boats (lately with us in Aboukir Bay) 
now laid up in the harbour. An alteration had been made in 
the conftru&ion of one of them at the fuggeftion of Sir Sidney 
Smith, in order that the gun might be lowered into the hold, 
to enable her to make a voyage with greater e^fe and fafety; 
for it was found that the great weight of it in the fore part of 
the veflel made her very unfafe in. a heavy fwell. The Bey 
had promifed they fhould all be altered to the fame pattern, 
but nothing had been done; nor did it appear that any exer¬ 
tions were making to haften the equipment of the promifed 
flotilla, which the Turkifli government had ordered to be 
immediately forwarded from hence, to a& under the direction 
of the Britifh commander. On Monfieur CilgruT remonftrat- 
ing with the Bey on the fubje&, he replied, that it was true he 
had promifed Sir Sidney Smith that every thing fhould be got 
ready with expedition, but, faid he, the Porte promifes me 
many things without performance, and I, in like manner, pro- 
mife every thing. 

While we were ftanding in the court-yard of Haflan Bey’s 
palace two curious figures made their appearance; they were 
drefled in white woolen dreflfes, having caps of an odd form 

» Monfiwjr Cilgrin is a Swede, who, with his countryman Major Klinthebert, is employed by the 
Porte to fuperintend the building of Ihips of war. They are both gentlemanly well informed men j and, 
during our Hay at Rhodes, paid us the moft marked and polite attention. The former wore the Turkilh 
habit, but his friend was (Minguiihed only by his mufiaebioa. 
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ornamented with tufts of wool: each had a ftaff in his hand, 
and a calabafh for water at his girdle. We were told that 
thefe men were begging faints called Fakirs; they freely came 
into any houfe they chofe without invitation, and were always 
received with reverence, and difmifTed with prefents. In the 
view annexed I have given a drawing of the figures as they 
flood before me while I made the fketch. 

Before we returned on board we called on Monfieur Beau¬ 
champ, who was comfortably lodged in the houfe of Muftapha, 
the Vifier, or minifter of Haflan Bey. He exprefled his grati¬ 
tude to the captain for fecuring him a fituation fo much cafier 
than he expeefted, as the leaft he feared was to be confined in 
irons. 

Taking leave of him, we returned on board; failed from 
Rhodes, and fhaped our courfc for Europe, after a cruize of 
feven months and four days in thefe feas, from the period of 
the aeflion in Aboukir Bay. A fair wind bore us rapidly paft 
the fouthern coaft of Candia, the high moutains of which, with 
Mount Ida in the centre of the ifland, were covered with fnovv. 
But foon the gale increafed; and towards the evening of the 
yth, the violence of the florm was fuch as to endanger the 
fhip, which laboured much and rolled heavily in the trough of 
the fea, that now rofe in mountains round us. The larboard 
quarter gallery was ftove in during the night, and it was found 
neceflary to put up the dead lights left the windows of the 
ward-room fhould fliare the fame fate. We now lay-to under 





ftorm ftay-fails, yet were rapidly carried forward to the weft- 
ward. On the 9th the gale fubfided, but towards evening 
again increafed. 

The following day, however, the weather cleared up, and we 
found ourfclves off the entrance of the Adriatic, where we 
fpoke a Swedifh brig loaded with pepper, bound from Leghorn 
to Bari, a town of Naples, in the Gulf of Venice. The mafter 
of her laid he had been boarded by the crew of a French row¬ 
boat privateer near Leghorn,* who had plundered him of his 
charts and clothes. The day after land appeared in fight, 
which proved to be Cape PaTero; and in the evening we en¬ 
tered the Bay of Syracufe. The fon of the governor came off 
to us, and gave an account of the late revolution that had 

c 

taken place at Naples, which was now in the pofleflion of the 
French. Their Sicilian Majefties had retired from thence 
under the protection of Lord Nelfon 5 to Palermo, where they 
held their court. The fame day the Captain fent difpatches 
overland to Palermo, giving an account to Lord Nelfon of his 
arrival in this port. 

On the 18th the Ctrlloden, with the Seahorfe, came into the 
harbour; and the day following the Bulldog and Perfeus arrived. 


* Rear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelfon, K. B. was now raifed to the peerage by his Sovereign for hit 
gallant fervices in the late aftion of the Nile, by the ftile and title of Baron Nelfon of the Nile, and of 
Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk j and his Majefty has fince conferred' on him the dignity of 
Vifcount, with remainder of the barony, firft to the iffue male of his father, and afterwards to the ilTue 
male of his fillers, Mrs. Bolton and Mrs. Matchem. The remainder of the vifcountyof St. Vincent 
has been in a fimilar manner extended to the fitter of the Earl, and her font and daughters. 
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On the 15 th they all failed for Palermo, leaving the Swift- 
fure to take in fome bullocks and other live ftock. 

On the 16th the Swiftfure failed from Syracufe, and had no 
fooner left the port than the was again aflailed with heavy 
gales, accompanied by a thick fog. 

In the morning of the 17th it fell calm, and, to our concern, 
we found the fhip was driving by the currents towards the 
rocky fhore near Catania,' where the fea breaking with violence 
on the iron-bound coaft., prefented a frightful profpeft of fpeedy 
deftrudlion. The water being of unfathomable depth, deftroyed 
tl ie hope of fafety by anchoring; and we continued to approach 
the rocks, which w’ere whitened with the foam of the fea break¬ 
ing over them, to a far greater height than the tops of our 
mails. Providentially a breeze from the fouth fprung up juft 
as we had given up all for loft; and with hearts elate, and 
grateful for our efcape from the impending danger of fhipwreck 
on fuch a terrific coaft, we once more pafted the ftraits of Mef- 
fina. As we failed by the port we faw the Bellcrophon and 
three other Englifh fhips, with a Portuguefc man of war, at 
anchor in the harbour. 

In the morning of the 18 th w r e pafted by Point Mclaflb, 

over which, though at a confiderable diftance inland, the tower- 

♦ 

* A town at the foot of Mount Etna, celebrated for its coral and amber fifheries. It has alfo fre- 

* 

quently fullered from the dreadful etfedts of eruptions from the mountain. The rocks, fo terrible on 
this coaft, are formed of liquid fire or lava, which rafhing violently from the mountain, overwhelms 
every thing in its progress, and at length makes its way into the fea, forming new boundaries to that 
element. The caftle of Catania was originally built on the coaft; it is now at lome diftance from, the 
fea by the accumulation of lava, which has created a promontory between them. 
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ing heights of Etna appeared covered with fnow, as were alfo 
the fummits of the neighbouring mountains. We now bore 
up with a favourable breeze under the lee of Volcano, one of 
the Lipari iflands, on which two burning mountains were 
throwing up volumes of fmoke and flame. The following day 
we beat to windward and palled the ifland of Stromboli, on 
which there is a conflant volcano. 

On the aoth of March we entered the Bay of Palermo, and 
found there the Vanguard, bearing Rear Admiral Lord Nc!- 
fon’s flag. 

The Bay of Palermo prefents the molt beautiful view I ever 
beheld. On the weft, Mount Pelegrino extends towards the 
promontory that enclofes the right fide of the Bay. The pur¬ 
ple hue which decks the fides of this eminence, the curious 
arched road running in a zigzag direction to the fummit, on 
which is a chapel and ftatue of St. Rofolia, the tutelar faint of 
the ifland; the white buildings, palaces, ftores, forts; and 

turrets, extending from the mole along the ftrand .to the 

* 

extreme end of the promontory,' form a pidhirefque and pleaf- 
ing landfcape. At the foot of this hill is fen the harbour 
defended by a pier, which has a circular light-hpilfe and.battery 
at the extremity. From the hlrbopr the city ^of Balercjioex- 
tends along the bottom of tfie Bay, which, with 
buildings, bears the nobleft afpedt. The form 
fquare, and is furrounded with high walls. At 'the 

four Tides a handfome gateway leads to four pri 
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which crofs each other at right angles in the centre of the city. 
The north fide of this beautiful place extends along the bottpm 
of the Bay, having a fpacious road between the walls and the 
fca; on the edge of wMch is a low ftone wall and a broad 
pavement. This place is called the Marino; and in the even¬ 
ings is the favourite refort of all ranks of people. At the fur¬ 
ther end of this walk are the gardens of Flora, which are alfo 
much frequented; in them are feats, fountains, temples, and 
fiiady walks,, that render them a delightful retreat during the 
heats of the mid-day fun; but the Palermitans never vifit them 
except in the evening. Torches are never permitted to difturb 
the myfteries of this place. 

The walls of the $ity on this fide are furmounted with noble 
palaces belonging to the principal people of. the ifiand: at one 
of them Sir William Hamilton, the Britifti Ambaflador, refided; 
and at his houfe Lord Nelfon took up his abode, where alfo the 
officers of the navy were received with great hofpitality. From 
the gardens of Flora a fine gravel road leads to that point of 
the Bay oppofite Mount Pelegrino: it is called La Bagaria, and 
is decorated with beautiful palaces. The gardens have a very 
pleafing appearance from the Bay, and are apparently laid out 
with great tafte; but as I was prevented by various circum- 
ftances from vifiting them, I ffiall not pretend to deferibe 
them, or the palaces to which they are attached. 1 ' 

u The day after the Swiftfure had anchored in the Bay of Palermo, Lieutenant Edward O'Bryen, a 
nephew of the Earl of Inchiquin (now Marquis of Thomond) came on bo; rd as Fir ft Lieutenant in the 
room of lieutenant Thomas Cowan, promoted to the rank of commander. At the lame time Captain 
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I had heard that Sicilian people of rank never walked in the 
ftreets: it furprifed me, therefore, to perceive no carriages 
ftirring; but I was informed, that during the laft week of Lent 
the nobility and gentry laid afide tfteir pomp, and paraded 
the ftreets on foot. The proceflions and folemn mafles in the 
churches called on our attention; accordingly we proceeded to 
one of the churches moft celebrated for the magnificence of its 
devotional pageantry. Here we faw the firft nobility of the 
kingdom employed in carrying wax tapers in proceflion, and 
during the folemnization of high mafs, without refpedl to per- 
fons, all were devoutly on their knees before the altar. But 
on Eafter-day the whole city bore a very different afpedl; the 
carriages of the nobility were continually puffing, and all feemed 
to vie in the grandeur and elegance of their equipage and 
liveries. 

On Eafter Sunday I attended Lord Nelfon, Sir William and 
Lady Hamilton, the Conful-General’s lady, and Captains 
Troubridge, Hood, and Hallowell, to the Capuchins’ mo- 
naftery, about a mile from the fouth gate of the city. After 
viewing the chapel and upper apartments, we defcended into 
a fubterraneous cemetery of the dead, much larger, and 
therefore more extraordinary than that 1 vifited near Syra- 
cufc. It is in the form of a cloyfter; on each fide of the 


Allen of marines left the ihip, being fummoned to England to take pofiefiion of a large eftate in 

Pembrokefhire, bequeathed to him by his uncle,-Philips, Efq. whofe name he has taken. His gain 

was our lofs, as he was a valuable and highly refpe&ed officer. 
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alleys are niches for the dried monks. The number of them 
amounted, I was informed, to no lefs than five thoufand bodies; 
fome of which had been dead near two centuries. In a feparate 
chapel or aide, were the bodies of the nobility and gentry who 
from pious motives chofe to be placed in this curious preferva- 
tory. Among the reft,^8ie capuchin our ciceroni fhewed us the 
body of a Moorifh prince, who had abjured his native reli¬ 
gion and embraced the chrihian faith: he, of courfe, was a 
fort of demi-faint. Some of the bodies in this place were 
dreffed in their gala fuits; others were habited in the mo¬ 
nadic cowl. Our conductor took from a fmall coffin the 
remains of a young prince drefled in the fafhion of his day, 
and prefented it to .the ladies as a toyman in London would 
have ffiewn a doll. Unfortunately the young gentleman, per¬ 
haps from too rough treatment at other times, dropped his 
head, which fell forwards, to the no fmall alarm of his fair 
vifitors. The monk then ffiewed us a door of the oven in 
which thefe bodies were dried, and would fain have invited the 
ladies to fee the procefs; but on entering it they haftily re¬ 
tired : and well they might, for the firft objedfc that faluted their 
eyes was the body of a fat officer, who had died only the day 
before in a fit of apoplexy as he was on duty at the mole. I 
wiffied to know fomething of the procefs, but could not under¬ 
hand it: the body was extended on a low hove, and covered 
with a fheet, feemingly preparatory to the operation. When 
the body is properly prepared the door of the oven is carefully 
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clofed fo as to admit none of the external air. After remain¬ 
ing fix months in this place, it is fufficiently dried to be placed 
in the niche or coffin as required; the fkin then appears dry, 
fhrivelled, and hard, apparently of the fubftance of tanned 
leather. 

On the 26th of March Captain Hullowell gave a ball and 
fupper to Sir William and Lady Hamilton. Several of the 
nobility of Palermo, Lord Nelfon, and fome of the principal 
officers of the fleet, were alfo of the party. The quarter-deck 
was decorated with the flags of different nations, as was alfo 
the poop; the former was the ball-room, on the latter the 
fupper was ferved up, and the cabins Were appropriated to 
cards. The novelty of the feene, which had a very brilliant 
effect, furprifed and equally pleafed the noble vifitors, who did 
not depart until the morning, highly gratified with their enter¬ 
tainment. 

From the marino, the entrance to the main flreet named 
Caffano, is through a handfome gate called Porto Felice. This 
flreet is the chief refort of the idle and the induftrious. All 
the lower parts of the buildings are appropriated to commerce; 
even the ground floors of the palaces of the firft people of the 
ifland are converted into ffiops. In the evening this flreet .is 
crowded by carriages, and loungers of all deferiptions. 

There are many handfome churches and convents in the 
city; but the cathedral church, called La Matrice, or the mother 
church, claimed our particular attention from the beauty and 



magnificence of its external decorations. It is of Gothic archi* 
tenure, and highly ornamented with ftatues. The infide was 
at this time under repair; but we faw enough of it to judge 
that it by no means correfponded with the outfide in taftc and 
fymmetry, though the materials of which it is compofed arc of 
the moft coftly nature. . The pillars that fupport the roof are 
granite; one of the chapels is entirely cncrufted with lapis 
lazuli; and in a recefs are four fuperb farcophagi of red por- 
phyry, three of which are cut out of folid blocks; they are 
faid to be the tombs of four emperors. 

At the extremity of the main fireet is a large open Ipace, on 
the fouth fide of which, extending to the gate, is the palace of 
the Viceroy, which at this time is the refidence of Ferdinand 
the Fourth, king of the two Sicilies, who with his family had 
retired from Naples in confequence of the threatened approach 
of the French army. 

Soon after the arrival of Lord Nelfon at Naples after the 
vi&ory he had obtained over the French fleet off the Nile, 
his Sicilian Majefty formed a defign of driving the French from 
the frontiers of his dominions, as well as from Rome itfelf. Ac¬ 
cordingly having collected a large army, amounting, it is faid, to 
a hundred thoufand men, he made rapid marches, and foon came 
up with the French forces; but though he might now have 
furrounded them, he contented himfelf with ordering them to 
evacuate his own territories and thofe of the Holy Pontiff. 
Accordingly they retreated till they reached Rome; where, for- 



180 


tifying themfelves in the caftle of St. Angelo, they refolved to 
defend themfelves, and proceed no farther. From fome un¬ 
known caufe the king fuddenly retreated with much expedi¬ 
tion to Naples, and his late numerous army difappeared. TJiis* 
caufe has been thus explained to me. His Majefty having em¬ 
braced a plan of fetting up the commiflions in his army to fale, 
and many perfons having bought their rank, though they were 
known to poflefs no property, it is believed that the French 
loft not the opportunity to furnifti them with the money. The 
confequence is obvious. Of courfe they took good care not to 
a<ft againft their benefa&ors. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Misenum jEoliden; quo non praestantior alter 
iEre ciere viros, Martemquc accendere cantu.— 

At pius ./Eneas ingenti mole scpulehrum 
Ii.iponit, suaquc arma viro, rcmumque, tubaniquc, 

Monte sub nerio; qui mine Misenus ab illo 

Dicitur, ajternumque tenet per secula nomen. JEn. lib. vi. 


On the 31ft of March a fquadron, confifting of the Culloden, 
Zealous, Minotaur, Swiftfure, a Portuguefe man of war, the 
Seahorfe and Perfeus, and two brigs, failed from the Bay of 
Palermo. The following day we faw the ifland of Ifchia, and 
the coaft of Naples. We had fome rough weather this day, 
during which a man fell from the main-top of the Swiftfure and 
was killed. Several Englifli gentlemen, who were on their 
travels in Italy, and had failed in the Britifh fleet to Palermo, 
now accompanied us. The ^Honourable Mr. Rufliout* was a 
gueft of Captain Hallowell, and being perfectly acquainted 
with this country as well as with the Italian language, proved 
of great fervice on many occaflons. 

The following day the fquadron flood into the Bay of Na¬ 
ples. As it was known that many of the inhabitants were 


* Now Lord Northwich. 
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defirous of returning to their allegiance. Captain Hallowell, 
accompanied by Mr. Ruffiout, landed on the ifland of Procida. 
They were received with enthufiaftic joy, and amidft the accla¬ 
mations of the people, afcended to the caftle: the French tree 
of liberty was cut down, the tri-coloured flag deflroyed, and 
the royal Neapolitan flag hoifted in its ftead. 

The fquadron anchored between the town of Procida and 
Point Mifcno/ A party of the marines under the command 
of Captain Knox of the Culloden were fent to Ifchia to take 
pofleflion of that ifland, and the caftle of Ifchia was given up 
to them without oppofition. 

In the evening one of our boats was fent to the low land 
between Point Mifeno and the dead lake; but as it ap¬ 
proached the fhore fome French officers with a party attacked 
it with mufketry, and obliged it to return. The Culloden 
fired three lower-deck guns at them, and they difperfed; it was 
not judged prudent, however, again to attempt landing on that 
coaft, as we had no troops, and the French were known to be 
in force there. 

Commodore Troubridge in the* meantime was preparing for 
future operations. On the 4th of April he difpatched the Per- 
feus to Palermo with an account of the fuccefs that had hitherto 
attended the expedition. 


y Mifenus, one of the companions of ./Eneas, was drowned on his paflage; ./Eneas performed funeral 
rites to his manes on this promontory, and it has ever iince borne his name. 
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The people of Prockla and Jfehia being in great want of 
provifions, tlieir fupplies from Caficlamare and Naples being 
now fufpended, a requeft was made to the Neapolitan court at 
Palermo to fend fome corn to them. 

On the 5th of April the Swiftfurc got under weigh, and failed 
towards Naples; and the Seahorfe frigate handing towards 
Cape Sorrento and Mafia, Captain Foote fent his boats to burn 
fome vcflels near the fhore, which they effected without lofs. 
At one place where they landed, a party came down to them 
with the royal Neapolitan flag, and exprefled tlieir joy at the 
profpcCt of being relieved from the French yoke. We learned 
alfo from other fources, that the people were in general anxious 
to return to their allegiance, and at Gaeta they were univer- 
fally loyal. We were alfo told, that the French had put to 
death feveral priefts and others for their attachment to the 
royal caufe. 

On the 8th the Swiftfure flood into the Bay of Baia, en¬ 
deavouring to cut off eight large gun-boats that were proceed¬ 
ing along the coafl from Naples, but they got under the pro¬ 
tection of the caflle of Baia, which being fituate on a high 
rock, and having a very commanding pofition, prevented our 
nearer approach. Meanwhile General Macdonald, who com¬ 
manded the Republican troops at Naples, fent a flag of truce 
to Commodore Troubridge with a meflage replete witli abufe 
and inveCtive: his infolence was treated by our gallant leader 
with the contempt it deferved. 
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The following day, perceiving a large barge from Naples 
/landing into the Bay, we flood towards her, but fhe cfcaped 
to Puzzoli. 

As the French were throwing up works on the iflhmus of 
the dead lake to annoy the fquadron, our gun-boats and 
launches were fent to impede their progrefs; and we learned 
from fome loyalifls that came off to us, that many of the enemy 
had been killed and wounded. 

« 

The people at Procida being now in the utmofl diflrefs for 
bread, fome provifions were fent to them from the Britifli 
fquadron. On the 13th, however, feveral veflels arrived from 
Sicily with corn for the iflands of Procida and Ifchia; but in- 
flead of a free competition to fupply them with it, a particular 
grant was iffued from the Crown for Prince Strabia to ifTue it 
folely: the confequence was, that it came in too fmall quanti¬ 
ties to be of effential fervice, and the Prince was fo exorbitant 
in his demands, that the poor were literally flarving.. 

On the 17th we again anchored in the fquadron, and were 
informed that Cardinal Ruffo was collecting a large army in 
Calabria with which he meant to march towards Naples. 

A curious proclamation of Macdonald’s was at this time 
brought off to us; it threatened death to any who fided with 
their rightful fovereign, or the Englifh, and made the bifhops 
and priefts anfwerable with their lives for the confequence of 
any infurreCtion or tumult that might arife in their diflri&s. 
At the time this fanguinary proclamation was iffued an infur- 
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reFtion againft the French ufurpers took place at Trani, a town 
on the Adriatic fide of the kingdom. But “the French having 
foon made themfelves matters of the place, put all the men to 
the fword, and then, in cold bleed, fiiut up the women and 
children in a large houfc, fet it on fire, and confumcd them all! 

As there was no likelihood that we fliould fpeedily quit this 
ftation, I obtained leave to pats fomc time at Ifchia; and ac¬ 
cordingly proceeded thither with Mr. Ruthout. \Te took up 
our quarters in a fmall houfe about a mile from the cattle, 
where our marines under Captain Knox were on duty. 

The caftle of Ifchia has a very remarkable appearance; it is 
on a high rock at fome diftance from the land, and communi¬ 
cates with the town by a long and narrow caufeway built on 
arches. In the precintfts of the caftle are no lefs than three 
churches or chapels, one of which belongs to a convent of nuns. 
The keep of the caftle is on the fummit, and commands a very 
extenfive view; the afeent to it is very ftcep and winding under 
high arches formed by excavations through the natural rock, 
and defended at certain places by ftrong gates, and cannon 
commanding every avenue. 

The town of Ifchia, though fmall, has many good houfes 
in it. The churches (of which there are feveral) are very 
yefpe&able for their fize and decorations. About half a 
jnile to the northward of the town is a handfome road acrofs 

® Tb e view of the town and caftle of Ifchia, with a diftant glhnpfe of the ifland of Capri, famous for 
the HfM"""* of Tiberius, was taken from the houfe we occupied, which was built on the lava. 

a b 
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a current of lava, which about five centuries ago iflued from a 
crater on the fide of the mountain. It ftill bears the appear¬ 
ance of a frefh eruption, being nearly in the fame date as that 
at Torre del Greco/ It difcovers no marks of vegetation, but 
lies in rude heaps of black and rugged rocks. From thence 
we palled along a fine road formed of lava to a pleafant houfe on 
the margin of a fmall lake where bis Sicilian Majedy ufed annually 
to pafs fomc time; then eroding a high hill well wooded on 
each fide, we pa Ted an extenfive manufactory of earthen ware, 
and about a mile from thence arrived at the beautiful village of 
Lago, or Laceo, which is about five miles from the town of 
Ifchia. The annexed plate reprefents the approach to it; the 
rocks that jut into the fea are compofed of various drata of 
lava of the mod brilliant colours; and one of thefe rocks, which 
is feparated from the fhore about a furlong, has much the ap¬ 
pearance of a thatched haydack. In the environs of the vil¬ 
lage are feveral handfome houfes delightfully fituated. 

Returning to Ifchia, we made a circuit from the road to vifit 
the hot baths b of Cafa Michiola, where every accommodation is 
provided for invalids, and a noble inftitution for the free admif- 


* Torre del Greco, a fmall town about five miles fouth-eaft of Naples, was deftroyed in June 1794 by 
an eruption from Vefuvius, which iflued from a crater at the bafeof the great cone. The people of the 
country, hardened by the frequency of thefe misfortunes againft the fear of them, have already rebuilt 
the town on the fame fpot, and on the lava which covers the former town, out of which the fteeple of 
the church f$ ftill feen ifluing. 

b There are many hot fprings on the ifland j which indeed feems to be compofed entirely of vol¬ 
canic materials. 
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fion of three hundred poor patients, who are provided with 
beds and provifions gratis. The building appropriated for this 
purpofe forms a quadrangle. The area is planted with trees. 
We defcended to the baths by a doping paffage, and found every 
thing requifite for the cafe and convenience of the bathers. 
Round a long room are placed fifty cifierns, into which pipes 
convey both hot and cold water. Betides thefe, there arc fweat¬ 
ing rooms, into which we alfo went; but the heat was fo over¬ 
powering that it obliged us loon to retire. AYe were told that 
the patient could not exit! for more than four or five minutes 
fhut up in the fudorific clofets. 

Another day I accompanied feveral gentlemen to the hermi¬ 
tage on the fummit of Mount St. Nicholas; a mountain that 
rifes in the centre of the ifisnd, and is higher than Ycfuvius. 
We were mounted on affes, which arc here called chuchus: 
the one I rode had been the favourite chuchu of Ferdinand 
the Fourth; for horfes are leldom uled on this ifland. Our 
road lay through a romantic country highly diverfified by rich 
corn fields and enclofures; then thick woods and rocky afeents. 
Sometimes we paffed over arched caufeways reaching from one 
hill to another, acrofs deep chafms formed by earthquakes or 
volcanic explofions. As we approached the top of the moun¬ 
tain a barren feene prefented itfelf. A white tufa of erupted 
matter dazzled our eyes till we arrived at the hermitage, which 
is fituated under the higheft pinnacle of the mountain, and is 
excavated out of the rock. There is a fmail chapel and feveral 
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cells; but the monks or hermits being abfent, we did not fee 
the interior of them. 

From this height we had a fine bird's eye view of the Bay of 
Naples and the furrounding country. Dire&Iy under us was 
the town and caftlc of Ifchia; beyond which, the iflands of 
Procida, Point Mifcno, the ifland of Nifida, and Point of Pau- 
fileppo, the city of Naples with the caftle of St. Elmo, and the 
majellic heights of Somma and Vefuvius, and beyond thefe, the 
cloud-capt Appenines formed the fineft affemblage of intereft- 
ing and claflic feenery I ever beheld. c 

On the 27th I returned to the Swiftfure, and learned that a 
perfon called Grande Diavolo, or Great Devil, had been on 
board the fquadron. This man was at the head of a large 
body of loyalifts in the diftridf of Gaeta. The news alfo of 
feveral defeats that had befallen the French in different parts 
of Italy, particularly at Mantua, gave us hopes of fuccefs in 
this quarter. 

In the evening the Minotaur and Swiftfure failed from the 
fquadron, having fome Neapolitan and Swifs troops on board. 
At break of day on tlie 28 th they were landed at Caftel-a-mare, 
and took pofleffion of the town, the French and revolutionifts 
having evacuated it; at the fame time a gallant foldier, who 
had been a corporal in the royal fervice, had advanced with, a 

c I took a fketch of this enchanting view, but as an accurate and well executed engraving of it has 
already been published in Sir William Hamilton's elaborate account of the Camp! Phlegraei, 1 have not 
inferted it, as I do not with to give views that have already been offered to the public by more able 
artifts. 
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party of Joyalifts from the mountains. But in a short time the 
enemy appeared in great force and retook the place. Several 
of the Swifs fell in the attack; fuperior numbers obliged 
them at length to give ground, and many of them were 
brought off. 

On our return to the fquadron we found that the Zealous 
was returned from Salerno, where a party of marines and failors 
had made good their landing, and had taken pofteflion of the 
town. But the enemy, having recruited their numbers from 
the neighbouring places, had made a fuccefsful attack upon 
them, and obliged them to re-embark with the lofs of three 
marines killed, feveral feamen wounded, and nine taken. Lieu¬ 
tenant Vivian of the marines diftinguifhed himfelf in this affair 
for his gallantry in making good his retreat in the face of a 
very fuperior force. Lord Montgomery and Mr. Stephenfon, 
who were with Captain Hood, alfo ferved as volunteers on this 
occafion. e 

On the i ft of May I returned to Ifchia, and found Mr. Rufh- 
out juft arrived from the iftand of Capri, where the people were 
loyal and well-affe6fed to the Englifti. The remains of the 


d The eldeft fon of the Earl of Eglinton. He was with feveral other Engliflimen at Naples when 
the Court retreated from thence, and was obliged in confequence to quit it and embark lor 1 alcrmo, 
from whence he accompanied our fquadron on this expedition. 

* Captain Darly of the marines, who was landed here from the Zealous, being well acquainted with 
the Italian language, volunteered to penetrate into the country to join Cardinal Ruffo. This he effected, 
and accompanied the Cardinal on his march to Naples, being inverted by his Eminence with a fuperior 
command. He has fince for his fervices been advanced to the rank of colonel in die Neapolitan army. 
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villa of Tiberius are ftill to be feen on that ifland, and valuable 
coins are fomctimcs picked up among the ruins. As our 
party was to receive an addition in Lord Montgomery and Mr. 
Stephenfon, it was now ncccflary to look out for a larger lioufc; 
accordingly wc proceeded to Lacco, and engaged with Don 
Scipio, the agent of the Duke of Aqua Viva, to take the palazzo 
of that nobleman for a fhort time. We were told that the 
Duke was at this time imprifoned by the rebels at Naples. 

This palace is delightfully fituated about a quarter of a mile 
above the. village of Lacco, and at the foot of the mountain of 
St. Nicholas. It commands a difiant profpetft of Vefuvius; 
and our fquadron at anchor in the road of Procida was full in 
view. In this agreeable fociety and residence I palled my time 
very pleafantly: the weather was mild, the atmofphere clear 
and elaftic, the furrounding country highly pi&urcfque, and 
uncommonly varied. The gardens of the palace are peculiarly 
calculated to repel the heat which prevails in the fummer 
months, being entirely fhaded with vines extended over all 
the walks from ftone pillars erected for the purpofe. There 
are alfo two handfome fummer- houfes, which, with fountains 
and arbours, made it altogether a moft agreeable retreat. From 
hence Vefuvius exhibited every evening a moft beautiful ap¬ 
pearance. As the fun declined the colour of the mountain 
changed from a light blue to a vivid rofe colour; from that to 
a rich' purple, which gradually became darker till at laft it was 
enveloped in a black fhade. 










In the quiet and repofe of this place we almoh forgot the 
fcenes of war and defolation in which we had fo late!)' been 
engaged, and which were acting at no great diftancc from us. 

The town of Furia is about two miles to the weftward of 
Lacco, but very irregularly built; it contains many good houfes, 
and handfome churches, and convents. Before the prelent 
troubles it was a place of conliderablc commerce. 

Flying reports of an intended attack upon the ifland, as well 
■ 

as lome apprehenfions of the difaffc&ed on it, induced Captain 
Knox to fend lome fire-arms to us; and as we amounted, with 
the fervants, to eight, we thought ourfelves equal to refill an 
attack by our elevated filiation for a fliort time at leaf 

On the 7th Captain Hallowell fent us a prelent of wine and 
other necellarics that money could not procure here; but un¬ 
fortunately as the boat returned to the fhip it was overfet, and 
Dixon, the captain's coxfwain, a worthy and good fcaman, was 
drowned. 

On the promontory, that forms the little Bay of Lacco, is 
a fquare tower: as I was one day viewing it, I had an 
opportunity of witnefling the mode in which the people 
catch quails in this country. They extend long and deep nets 
acrofs a fmall valley, and the birds in their rapid flight are 
caught in great abundance. Having often tailed the tunny- 
fifli, which are plentiful both in this bay and at Palermo, I alfb 
wifhed much to fee the procefs of catching them, and my 
curiofity was now fatisfied. The nets ufed for the purpofe are 
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of vaft extent, and are fpread in fquares fo as to form feparate 
chambers. A man is always on the watch, as thefe nets are 
never removed. When he perceives a fhoal of tunny approach, 
and that they reach the line of net, and proceed along it till 
they arrive at the firft chamber, he inftantly clofes the entrance, 
and fo on till they arrive at the lad; which is called the camera 
di morte, or chamber of death. The boats now prepare for 
daughter; the fifh are harpooned with eafe, and hoided into 
large half-decked vcflels, which in a fliort time have all the 
appearance of flaughter-houfes, and the fea for a didance round 
is tinged with blood/ This fpecies of fifh, which is caught in 
great abundance in thefe feas, fupplies the people with plenty 
of wholefome and nourifhing food at a cheap rate; the flefh is 
firm, and of the colour and confidence of beef. There is alfo 
another fort of tunny whofe flefh is much whiter. 

As I landed near Lacco, 1 perceived a man feraping a fmall 
bafon in the fand clofe to the water’s edge, and, to my furprife, 
found that frefh water, almofl boiling hot, came bubbling up, 
with which he was about to wafh his clothes. But the whole 
of this, as well as many of the neighbouring iflands, is a com¬ 
plete volcano, and, no doubt, will one day again give vent to 
the combuflibles that never are extinguifhed. 

On the 15 th I received an order to return on board. 8 In 

r At tbe time I am fpeaking of, twenty cantars of tunny were caught, each cantar confiding of 160 
pounds weight. 

* On my return to the fquadron I learned that an officer of high rank bad arrived from Palermo, and 
had failed in the Perfeus to take the command at Orbitillo, which place was invefted by the French. 
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the evening the fquadron got under weigh; and on the 17th 
we arrived off the Bay of Palermo. 


On his arrival there he refufed to land, but chofe to go to fome other place on the coaft, the name I 
have forgotten. There, however, he found a probability of danger, and again refufed to land. Cap¬ 
tain Ofwald, though highly difgufted at the behaviour of this officer, brought him back to the Commo¬ 
dore, who, incenfed at his pufillanimity, would not fuffer him to remain any longer on board a Britifh 
fhip, but fent him back to Palermo with the account of his conduft. The Field-marfhal, however, was 
received at Court as ufual, and no punilhment or difgrace infii&ed on him. 




103 


CHAPTER XI. 


Fortuna, saevo laeta negotio, ct 
Ludum insolentem ludere pertinax, 

Transmutat iaccrtos honores. 

Hor. Carm. lib. 3. ode 30. 


On our arrival in the Bay of Palermo, we learned the news 
of the French fleet from Breft having pafled the Straits of Gib¬ 
raltar. Our fquadron did not anchor, but continued to ftand 
on and off till the 20th, when Lord Nelfon, in the Vanguard, 
joined, and we flood to the weftward. The fleet cruifed near 
the iflands of Levanzo and Maretimo for feveral days, during 
which time the Admiral received intelligence that induced him 
to return to Palermo; and on the 30th the fleet anchored off 
the Mole, in a line oppofite the Marino. As it was the name- 
day of his Sicilian Majefty, the fleet, in honour thereof, fired a 
royal falute. 

At this time a flrange circumflance occurred here. In the 
veflgL which brought to Palermo Mr. Wyndham, the Britiih 
mm Ker at Florence, who had been driven from thence by the 
French, arrived Mr. A. an Irifh gentleman, who was on his 
travels in Italy. Soon after Mr. Wyndham had left this 
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veflel there came to Mr. A. a meflenger, who requefted he 
would accompany him to Sir William Hamilton. He accord¬ 
ingly left the fhip; but the meflenger, who was a Sicilian 
officer, inftead of conducing him to the Ambaffiador’s, brought 
him to the prifon, which being a large handfome building, was 
at firfl: unobferved by him. But when he entered, and the 
gates clofed upon him, he found the nature of his lodgings. 
As he had never landed on any part of the Sicilian dominions, 
and had not made politics his ftudy, he was at a lofs to know 
on what pretence he was thus deprived of his liberty. After 
remaining two or three days in this uncomfortable fituation, he 
was liberated by the exertions of Mr. Wyndham, Lord Mont¬ 
gomery, and his other friends; but without the fatisfa6lion of 
knowing for what crime he had been fo tre'ated. Since he was 
permitted to live at his eafe at Palermo, it may fairly be pre¬ 
fumed that no dangerous matter was alledged again# him; and 
for the fervices rendered by his fellow-fubje< 5 ts to the Sicilian 
monarchy, he was entitled at lead to the fatisfa< 5 Hon of know¬ 
ing the accufation that muft have occafloned fuch harffi treat¬ 
ment. 

In the mean time news had arrived from Syria of the gallant 
defence made by the garrifon of Acre. The events of this 
unparallelled liege, and the immortal glory gained btt^Sir 
Sidney Smith by the well difpofed order of his fmalfjBR, 
againfl; a powerful army of French, hitherto unchecked in its 
career, and commanded by a General, who, till now, was 
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deemed invincible, will adorn the hiftoric page, that recites it, 
to the end of time. h 

But it is my bufinefs to dwell only on what I faw, or what 
was particularly atchieved by the fquadron in which I had the 
honour to be embarked. I fhall only remark, that the lofs of 
fome brave men well known to the world by their enterprifing 
exploits, accompanied the recital. Captain Wilmot, who com¬ 
manded the Alliance frigate, and Major Oldfield of marines, fell 
glorioufly defending the outworks: the latter commanded the 
marines on board the Thefeus in the battle of the Nile. 

After the retreat of the French army, the Thefeus failed 
from the Bay of Acre. On her paflage fome loaded fihells 
(that were for fecurity placed in the cabin) by fome accident 
exploded. Captain Miller, who commanded her, being then 
forward on the forecaftle, and perceiving the fire that had 
broke out abaft, immediately made towards the place of dan¬ 
ger to animate by his prefence the endeavours of the people to 
extinguifli it. Unhappily fome fhells burli at the moment he 

k By the fame channel we were informed of an aft of cruelty exercifed by the French army on its 
march from Egypt into Syria that could fcarcely be credited, but which unhappily cannot be denied. 
Gaza was taken by ftorm, and the town was given up to plunder and deftrudion. The garrifon in the 
fort surrendered and became prifoners of war. Notwithftanding which, the whole of them, amounting 
to more than four thoufand men, were put to death, becaufe fome of them were proved to have fur- 
rendered at El Ariflt under an engagement not to bear arms againft the French. The bodies, collected 
in a heap, and weltering in their gore, foon brought on a peftilcnlial diforder, which proved fatal to 
many of the French foldiers who were left to garrifon the place. Snrely General Bonaparte tnuft have 
forgotten the circumliance of the prifoners landed at Aboukir front the Britifh fleet: they alto had 
engaged not to bear arms till regularly exchanged, yet they were no fooner landed than they were 
formed into a regiment called the Nautic Legion, and inftantly began their operations againft us. 
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entered the cabin, and in an inftant this excellent officer was 
blown to atoms. 1 

' Captain Ralph Willet Miller was born at New York in 1762 . He was the fon of a loyal gentleman 
there, who loft all his property by his adherence to the royal caufe. During the early part of Captain 
Miller's life he ferved in the Weft Indies, and was in moll of the actions fought in that quarter by thofe 
naval heroes. Admirals Barrington, Hood, and Rodney, and was frequently wounded, particularly at the 
capture of the French Weft India iftands. He was at Toulon in 1793, and at the evacuation of that 
place was employed in the demolition of the French fleet, and twice nearly loft his life on that fervice. 
He was afterwards at the capture of the fevcral ftrong polls on the illand of Corlica, and frequently was 
employed on Ihore at thole places; he afterwards volunteered the dangerous fervice of fetting fire to the 
French fleet in Gourgean Bay, and was appointed for that purpofe to the Pottlette fire-lhip, but contrary 
winds prevented his exertions from taking cflcfil. After various other fervices, we find him particularly 
noticed by Lord Minto for his eminent conduft at Corlica: foon after which he was appointed to the 
Unite*, and in a flmrt time afterwards was advance-d to the command of the Captain, at the particular 
requefl of Lord (then Commodore) N cl fon. 

His condudt during the a£tion on the 14th of February 1797, off Cape St. Vincent, was particularly 
mentioned by Sir Horatio Nelfon. 

While Rear-Admiral Nelfon commanded the in-lhore fquadron at the blockade of Cadiz, and fre¬ 
quently headed the boats in their attacks on the Spaniards in the bay, being once in imminent danger 
from the fuperior number and force of his opponents, Captain Miller, in his barge, bore down to the 
fuccour of his Commodore, and had the happinefs to extricate him, and affifted him to capture the 
Spanifli Admiral. 

On the expedition to Teneriffe lie commanded the Thefeus, on board of which {hip Sir Horatio Nel- 
fon's flag was flying. Though the attempt was unfuccel'sful, it neverthelefs adds a brilliant wreath to 
the laurels of thofe engaged in it. Here the gallant Admiral loft his arm. Captain Miller, more fortu¬ 
nate, efcaped the flioweis of (hot that were poured on the Kritilh boats, and landed with the firft at the 
town of Santa Cruz, which was completely in the pofleffion of the Britifh feamen commanded by Cap¬ 
tain Troubridge, though from cxifting circumftances they agreed to evacuate it. 

Here too fell that gallant officer Captain Richard Bowen, who was raifed for his merit by the Earl 
of St. Vincent. * 

Captain Miller afterwards was twice engaged in fevere actions with the Spaniffi gun-boats in Alge- 
ziras Bay. When Admiral Nelfon failed in purfuit of the French fleet to the thores of Egypt, Captain 
Miller was one of thofe felefted by the difeeming eye of the Earl of St. Vincent to compofe one of his 
fquadron, and moll ably did he acquit liimfelf in that glorious a&ion, as I have before related. 

When Sir Sidney Smith failed up the Mediterranean, he requefted the Earl of St. Vincent to appoint 
Captain Miller to be under his command; accordingly at the fiege of Acre we find his fervices parti¬ 
cularly noticed by Sir Sidney, who (whilft he directed the operations on ffiore) appointed Captain Miller 
to command the naval department. Soon after which this brave man loft his life, a life that had always 
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As the fleet remained feveral days at Palermo, I took the 
opportunity of vifiting feveral places that had efcaped my ob- 
fervations before. Among the reft, the monaftery of St. Mar¬ 
tino, lituated on the mountains about eight or nine miles from 
Palermo. Our road led through Monte Reale, a fmall town 
on an eminence which overlooks the capital, and is about three 
miles from it. The road to it is decorated at certain diftances 
with fine marble fountains. At Monte Reale we faw the mo- 
naftery of Benedictines. On the grand ftaircafe is a good 
painting relative to the founding of the abbey. The cathedral, 
which is adjoining, is a great curiofity; the ornaments of the 
outftde are Saracenic, as in part alio is the interior, which 
prefents a grand difplay of the taftc and munificence of the 
founder. Part of the tide walls, and the whole of the ceiling, 
are covered with Mofaic work, the ground of which is gold; the 
fubjeCfs reprefented on it arc taken from paftages in the New 
Teftament. The whole has a foleinn and grand appearance. 
The pavement alfo of Mofaic of a different kind is equally 
beautiful. The high altar is covered with ftlvcr richly em- 
boffed; and on gala days it is ornamented with feveral fine 
images of the fame metal. 

From thence we proceeded on a rugged road up the moun¬ 
tains, till we arrived at the monaftery of St. Martino, which is a 


been dedicated to the fervice of his country, and employed in the exercife of every amiable, every 
praifeworthy aftion. Captain Miller has left a widow and two young children, who have a peufion 
from government of one hundred pounds a year. 
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large pile of building, fituated in a wild and defert country. 
The monks, who are of the order of St. Benedict, were gone to 
fee the fleet; but the lay brothers took us through the various 
apartments, which were handfome and convenient, particularly 
thofe of the prior. There is a good library, and a large mu- 
feum of natural and artificial curiofities. 

In defcending the mountains we were much pleafed with 
the extenfive profpedt that opened to our view. Beneath us 
was the town of Monte Reale, from whence, by a gradual de- 
fcent, lay the road to Palermo. The fleet in the bay, the rich 
appearance of the furrounding country, and the high flate of 
cultivation which appeared in the valley beneath, where the 
corn was already ripe, formed a combination of fo many link¬ 
ing obje&s as c^p rarely be met with. 

On the 4th of June a royal falute was fired by the fleet, and 
another from the batteries on fliore; and his Sicilian Majefty 
gave a fete at the palace in honour of the birth-day of our be¬ 
loved Sovereign; to which, with the ambaflador and his lady, 
and Lord Nelfon, the feveral captains of the fleet and their 
officers were invited. The ball-room was elegant, and filled 
with all the beauty and firft nobility of the kingdom. A large 
fuite of rooms was opened, and fruits, ices, and other refrefh- 
ments were liberally difpenfed. But the moft pleating fight 
was the Queen of Naples furrounded by her daughters. Their 
elegant appearance, and filial attention to their royal parent, 
formed an interefting picture not often feen in that country; for 



201 


the Italian females of rank feem to look upon maternal and 
filial duties as much beneath their notice. The King had 
formed a pharo bank, at which he was engaged the greater 
part of the evening. But as one bank was not fufficient for 
the numerous amateurs of that game, a detachment was or¬ 
dered from it, at which a nobleman of the court prefided. 

On the 5th I vifited an ancient caftle about a mile from 
Palermo, called Caftcl Reale, which is fuppofed to have been 
the refidence of the Moorifh regent under the caliphs. There 
are fome good rooms in it, but an idea prevailing that it is 
haunted, no one has the courage to refide in it. There is a 
picture over a door in which are a number of figures fo difpofed 
that it is difficult tp count them: three of us attempted it, and 
always differed in the number. This greatly encourages the 
fuppofition of its being under the dominion of evil fpirits. 1 
had not time or leifure to develope the myftery, but fuppofe it 
arifes from the multiplicity of figures which, fecn in different 
lights, appear more or lefs numerous. 

The oxen of this country are not only remarkable for their 
fize and beauty, but for the uncommon length of their horns, 
which are frequently three feet long. A pair of them are pre- 
ferved in the mufeum at St. Martino, which meafure nearly 
four feet. 

In the meantime our fquadron was reinforced by four line 
of battle fhips, under the command of Rear-Admiral Duck¬ 
worth, from Lord Keith. With concern we heard of the illnefs 

2 D 
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of the Earl of St. Vincent, who was then at Minorca. The 
fleet, conflfling of twenty fail of the line, under Lord Keith, 
had failed for Toulon to watch the motions of the French fleet; 
hut as they had failed from thence, he followed them to the 
Gulf of Genoa, where they were deferied by fome of his frigates. 
Lord Keith then returned to Minorca to acquaint the Earl of 
this circumftance, but flrft detached four fail under Rear -Ad¬ 
miral Duckworth to reinforce Lord Nelfon’s fquadron, left the 
enemy fhould proceed to the fouthward. Fortunately they did 
not; for though their fleet was greatly fuperior in every refpe6t 
to that under Lord Nelfon, yet his Lordfhip’s known bravery 
would have induced him to engage them if they had come in 
his way; but this was an event, under the prefent circumftances, 
by no means to be wiftied. 

On the i ath of June the fleet received troops on board for 
Naples: four officers and a hundred and thirty men were put 
on board the Sv, ififure; and the following day the Prince 
Royal embarked on board the Admiral's fliip. A royal falute 
was alfo fired on his Majefty coming on board the Foudroyant, 
in which fhip Lord Nelfon had now hoifted his flag. 

The following day, the wind being unfavourable, the fleet 
worked out of the bay. In the afternoon the Bellerophon 
and Powerful joined, and fpoke the Admiral, who imme¬ 
diately. made the fignal to tack, and flood towards the bay, 
in which we again anchored on the 15th, and difembarked 
the troops. 
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In the evening of the following day the fleet again got under 
weigh and flood towards the little ifland of Uftica. On the 
19th the Incendiary arrived from the Bay of Naples, and 
brought intelligence that Cardinal Ruffo, at the head of an 
army of Calabrefe, had arrived before Naples; and that a 
Ruffian and Turkifh reinforcement was on its march to join 
him. The Admiral returned to Palermo on the 21 ft, and the 
day after joined us, having on board Sir William and Lady 
Hamilton. 

We now made fail for the Bay of Naples, where we arrived 
on the 24th. As we palled Baia and Puzzoli the Admiral 
faluted the Neapolitan flag, which was flying at thofe places; 
and on the 25th the fleet anchored in a line abreaft of Portici. 

Cardinal Ruflfo with his Calabrefe, and the Ruffian and 
Turkifh auxiliaries, had poffefled themfelves of Ponte Madclina, 
and the rebels were driven into the caflles Nuovo and Ovo.* 
The French had fhut themfelves up in the caftle of St. Elmo, 
which is fituated on an eminence that overlooks the city. 

In this pofture of affairs the infurgents, or, as they were 
generally termed, the Jacobins, offered to capitulate to the Car¬ 
dinal on condition that they fhould be allowed to march out 
with the honours of war, and be provided with veffels to tranf- 
port themfelves and families with their property to France. 


k Cartel Nuovo is in the heart of the city, and has a communication with the palace. Cartel del 
Ovois fo called from its fliape, being fimilar to an egg; it runs out into the bay, and is joined to the 
land only by a narrow pafs and draw-bridge. 
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This had been agreed upon, and the convention figned by both 
parties. Captain Foote, who commanded the Britifh force at 
that time, alfo figned at the particular requeft of the enemy. 

Lord Nelfon now arrived: it feems that, by order of his 
Sicilian Majefty, no terms were to be entered into with the 
rebels, but that their furrender was to be unconditional. They 
were accordingly brought into the fleet, and their arms were 
taken from them, and the principals were laid in irons. 

The marines of the fleet were landed, and a party of them 
garrifoned the two caftles which had been vacated by the enemy. 

On the 39th of June the trenches were opened before St. 
Elmo under the direction of Commodore Troubridge, who com¬ 
manded the befieging army; and the place was fummoned to 
furrender: but the commandant determined to Hand a fiege. 
At firft Captain Bali was fecond in command, but his fervices 
being required at Malta, where already the Britifh navy had 
made good their landing, his place was fupplied by Captain 
Hallo well. 1 


1 Captain Hallowell had in the courfe of this war ferved in fimilar fituation* on fhore. At the 
taking of Baftia in Corfica, we find honourable mention of him by Lord Hood; he was in the batterie* 
with Captain Sericold, and by his fide when that valuable officer fell. A.t Toulon Captain Hallowell 
particularly exerted himfelf in bringing off the troops at the evacuation of that place, and was the laft 
man on fhore at La Malgue. He was afterwards appointed to the Courageux, which £hip was unfor¬ 
tunately wrecked on the coaft of Barbary while he was on a court-martial in the Bay of Gibraltar. In 
the memorable aftion with the Spanifh fleet off Cape St. Vincent, he was a volunteer on board the 
Viftory 5 and the Admiral was fo much pleafedwith his fervices on that occafion, that he flrongly 
recommended him to the Admiralty, and fent him home with the duplicates of the account of that 
aftion; k> confluence he was immediately appointed to the Lively frigate, and fent out again to Lord 
St. Vincent, who toon afterwards appointed him to the command of the Swiftfure. 
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On the 3d of July a battery of three thirty-fix pounders and 
four mortars was ere&ed about a hundred toifes from the walls 
of St. Elmo; alfo a battery of four thirty-fix pounders and four 
mortars was at the fame time conftru&ed at the oppofite angle 
by the Ruffians under the orders of Captain 13aillie. m The Turks 
were employed in guarding particular depots; and, in the main, 
behaved very well. 

It was the intention of the commander to fiorm the caftle in 
different places 'as foon as practicable breaches could be made. 
On the 5th another battery of two thirty-fix pounders was 
opened. In the meantime the three-gun battery being entirely 
deftroyed, the guns demounted, and the breaft-work knocked 
down, the Commodore directed Captain Hallowcli to conftruct 
another battery at tlie diftance of ninety toifes from the w'alls." 
He was here ably fupported by a Swifs regiment commanded 
by Colonel Tchudy. An emigrant 0 of great merit and abilities 
3 ike wife aftifted. 


ra Who bad entered into that fervicc at the conclufion of the American war, and now commanded 
a Ruffian lhip of the line. 

n This battery, which was admirably conftru&ed, and coll immenfe labour, was covered by fome 
trees which it was neceflary to cut down before it could be opened with effect ott the caftle. Ibis was 
a fervice of fucb danger, that none of the labourer--, could be induced to perform it. Commodore 
Troubridge and Captain Halloweil, with Colonel Tcaudy and Mr. Monfrere, advanced before the works 
to cheer them by their example; being perceived by the enemy on the walls, a gun loaded with 
grape was levelled at them with fuch preoifion as a£tua)ly to cut the boughs and ftrike the ground be¬ 
tween their legs, yet providentially not one of them was hurt. 

•Mr, Monfrere, who had been an officer in the royal armies of France, had lately ferved on board 
the Seahorfe in the humble capacity of fchoolmafter; but Captain Foote foon difeovered the fuperior 
qualities of this gentleman, and recommended him to Commodore Tronbridge, who gave fuch ample 
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The quick and well directed fire of this new battery, which 
was not perceived by the enemy till it opened upon them, 
aided by a fmart cannonade from the reft of the batteries, in¬ 
duced them to furrender; and an officer appeared on the walls 
with a white flag, as a token of truce. The terms of capitula¬ 
tion were foon agreed on; and the French marched out and 
delivered up the caftle to the Britifh troops. They were then 
embarked on board of veffels in the bay, and fent to France/ 
Commodore Trou bridge next proceeded with the army to 
Capua. On the 31 ft of July he arrived at Caferta, where he 
refted his troops for that day; and the following morning en¬ 
camped before Capua. The Swifs, commanded by Colonel 
Tchudy, took their ftation to the right of our troops, and the 
reft of the infantry, under General Bouchar'd and Colonel Gams, 
encamped on the left fide of the Volturno. On the a ad a 
bridge of pontoons was thrown acrofs the river, to facilitate the 
communication between the different detachments of the army. 
The cavalry was commanded by General AcTon. Batteries of 
guns and mortars were conftrucTed at the diftancc of a hundred 
and fifty toifes from the walls of the city; and on the 35th, 
fome of them being completed, they opened and kept up an 
inceftant fire upon the enemy, who returned it with equal 

teftlmony of his good conduct to Lord Nelfon, that by his Lordlhip's intereil he was afterwards pro¬ 
moted to the rank of major in a Neapolitan regiment of infantry. 

p No authentic accounts of the killed and wounded during this liege hare reached me. I can 
therefore only Hate, that we loft one officer, Lieutenant Milbanke of artillery, who was killed by a 
mutket llrot while reconnoitering the caftle. Two Neapolitan officers alfo fell in one of the mortar 
batteiics by the fame cannon ball. 
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fpirit. On the 36th the trenches were advanced within a few 
yards of the glacis; and batteries were begun to be erected. 

From the rapid approach of the befiegers the enemy were 
induced to capitulate without further oppolition; and the terms 
they firft fent to Commodore Troubridge being rejected, others 
were fent by him, to which they acceded. 

On the 39th the French garrifon marched out and grounded 
their arms on the glacis. They were then marched to Naples, 
under a guard of four hundred Britiih marines and two i'qua- 
drons of General Acton’s cavalry, and were there embarked for 
France.' 1 

Capua has always been confidercd as the key to Naples; it 
is fituated pleafantly on the river Volturno, on the road from 


s Commodore Troubridge, in bis official letter detailing the oircumftances of the two fieges, lpe.iks 
in the higheft terms of the afliflance he received from Captain J fallowed, as alfo from Captain Olwald: 
lie gives ample praife to Colonel Strickland and Major Crelwrll, and the other office! s and men of the 
marines j alfo to his two aid-de-camps, Lieutenants Loweay and Davis, and Mr. Grcig, an officer of the 
Ruffian navy who was ferving with him on board the Culloden. The Ruffians under Colonel llaillie, 
the officers and men from the Fortuguefe men of war, alio Colonel Tchudy and Ins brave Swiis, came in 
for their ffiare of well merited euloginm: as did alfo Generals Atton and Bouchard, and Colonel Gams, 
and Count de Lucci, chief of the ttat major. Monheur Monfreie was alfo fpoken of in peculiar terms 


of praife. 

As the troops were on their return to Naples Serjeant Macknight, of marines, being lame from an 
accident, was riding on a baggage, waggon, when he received a ffiot from an unknown hand, of «Inch he 
foon afterwards died. He was much lamented, being as good a loldier as well as one of the bandfomeft 


men in our little army. Stifpiciotis fell upon fomc of our allies, who had cxprelled great relentment, and 
had repeatedly vowed revenge, bccaufe they had been prevented plundering by the fteady conduft of 
the Britifh troops. A Neapolitan regiment, that relieved our marines at Capua, were no fooner w.tbm 
the town than they began to excrcife that cruel and difgraceful cufiom. The colonel, who was at dinner 
with the commanders, was called out to quell the difturhance, and foon returned with an account that he 
was obliged to (hoot two of his foldiers before they would defilt from plundering a houfe in the adjom- 


i»g ftreet. 
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Rome, and contains fome handfome buildings. The furround¬ 
ing country is perfe&ly level and highly cultivated. This city is 
celebrated by Silius Italicus for the luxury and debauchery that 
Hannibal and his army indulged in after the battle of Cannae: it is 
about fifteen miles from Naples. The road to it lies through 
a rich and luxuriant country, where the hulbandman’s toil is 
requited by a triple harveft. The tall poplars on each fide of 
the road were at this time loaded with vines that hung in 
feftoons between them; and the foil below was bearing at the 
fame time crops of corn, with melons and beans, and other 
vegetables in the intermediate fpaces, fo that not an inch of 
ground was unoccupied. 

' Ilia tibi laetis intexet vitibus utmost 
Ilia ferax oleo eft: illam experiere colendo 
Et facilem pecori, et patientem vomeris unci. 

Talem dives arat Capua. Virg. Georg, lib. 2. 

During the five weeks in which thefe events were carried 
on, Captain Hood had an arduous talk to fulfil at Naples, where 
he commanded a body of feamen who had taken poft in Caftel 
Nuovo. The Calabrefe, as well as Ruffians and Turks, had 
entertained hopes that Naples was to have been given up to 
plunder; and the Cardinal, through whole means they had 

• Bound thy tall -elms the joyous vines ihall weave. 

And floods of lufdous oil thy olives give; 

This, with due culture, thou fhalt finely find 
Obedient to the plough, and to thy cattle kind. 

Such fertile lands rich Capua’s peafants till. Wakton’s Tranf. 



been thws jnarched from the furtheft extremity of the Neapo- 
: (k^ini^, bad no power to curb their lawlefs ads, wbiqh 

broke OUtA* various excefles, Captain Hood, by his firm and 
prpdent^nduia, at length fucceeded in reftoring good order; 
wad it was remarked that Naples (fo lately torn by inteftine 
broils aad reyolutionary fury) never, in the moft peaceable 
times, enjoyed a,greater, degree of tranquillity than under his 
government. 

, Previous to fils taking this command divers atrocious a&s 
of cruelty, and murders attended with circumftances of the moft 
favage nature, were perpetrated in the face of day. One of 
thefe, that I witnefled, will be fufficient to relate here in proof 
of this aftertion. An unfortunate gentleman, fufpedted of 
being a jacobin or rebel, was dragged wounded out of the 
houfe he had been concealed in, , and in an inftant was ftripped 
and cut to pieces; his mangled limbs were drawn about the 
ftreets, and his head rpafted before a fire kindled in them for 
that purpofe. Some of our officers who were paffing by, and 
obliged to witnefs the laft fcene of horror, of courfe exprefled 
their concern and difguft at it, to the no fmall aftonifhment of 
the mob. * 

During thefe tranfad^pns his Majefty the King of Naples 
arrived in the Seahorfe from Palermo. He firft went to Procida, 
but the day following came on board the Foudroyant, bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral Lord NelfonV and his Majefty was 
received with a royal felute from the whole fleet. 
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At this time feveral Neapolitan infurgents were tried; con¬ 
demned, and executed; among the reft Admiral Catracciolii 
He had formerly diftinguiftied himfelf by his zeal and courage 
when he commanded a Neapolitan fquadroo, and fought under 
the command of a Britifh admiral. This unfortunate man 
had retired with his Sovereign to Sicily; perceiving that no 
fteps were likely to be taken by his court to oppofe the new 
order of things at Naples, he requefted and obtained leave to 
return thither for the purpofe of fecuring, if poflible, his large 
property in that quarter. His known courage and abilities then 
pointed him out, both to his countrymen and the French, as a 
proper man to head the marine whenever it ihould be formed; 
and he entered with zeal into the fervice. Perhaps he thought, 
as many others have thought, that the king's abdication of his 
throne, without making fo ftrehuous an oppofition as he might 
have done to the revolutionary fyftem, and his quitting his 
capital feveral weeks before any enemy approached it, might 
plead his excufe for joining thofe who were now refolved to 
ere<ft a new government, lince they were abandoned by their 
old. Be that as it may, he was tried by a Neapolitan court- 
martial on board the Foudroyant, condemned, and executed 
the fame day on board a Neapolitan frigate then lying off 
the Mole. 

While we were in the bay I amply indulged my curiofity in 
viewing the various obje&s that diftinguifh the capital and its 
environs. Among the reft, the town of Pompeii demanded a 
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particular inveftigation, and I vifited it, accompanied by a 
friend, before anyone had yet feen it fmce the revolution. 
We found that feveral places bad been opened, and new dil- 
coveries made by the French while they were matters of the 
country. One houfe,, that had been difeovered, was in good 
prefervation. The pavement of the hall was of Mofaic work, 
having in the centre a fmall fountain; and the paintings on the 
walls were perfect, and fome of them well executed. In one 
room was a dining couch in the form of an horfe-ftioe, on which 
the guefis lay recumbent, and the viands were placed in the 
hollow of it. The couch being of ftone, mutt, when ufed, have 
.been covered with carpets or cuttiions. 

In another place, which was only begun to be cleared away, 
there were many beautiful ornamental paintings on the walls. 
Whatever valuable ftatues or coins (if any) were found, they 
had been removed by the difeoverers. 

It would require an abler pen to deferibe the reft of this cu¬ 
rious place, or the other remains of antiquity which we vifited 
in the neighbourhood; I ttiall only obferve, that they had in 
general fufFered little injury. 

Tfre King had taken the precaution to remove the moft 
valuable articles from hismufeum at Portici: but we were gra¬ 
tified by the fight of fome fine bronze and marble ftatues there, 
which were found at Herculaneum; alfo the painted walls which 
had been .removed from Pompeii* and curioufly preferved in 
their original ftate; and a Mofaic pavement brought from 
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thence and refold at Portion An equeftrian ftatue? in the en¬ 
trance of:the palace, had been ftruck by a cannon ball, and; the 
head knocked off; but, as I was informed it was the only mo¬ 
dem part of it, the injury is not irreparable. 1 

I vifited the ftudio in Naples, and had the fatisfadtion of 
feeing the famous ftatue of the Farnefian Hercules,whielvwith 
feveral other fine pieces of fculpture, was in a fiate preparatory 
for removal, and had we not arrived they would foon have been 
conveyed to Paris; the boxes for the purpofe*were there, and 
gave -proof of the ingenuity of the French, both as to the 
ftrength with which, they were canftru&ed, as well as the mode 
in which the figures were prepared to be fafe from injury. 
The fpaces. between the legs and arms, and other extended 
parts of the ftatues, wfere filled with lime and plaifter, fo as to 
render the whole a folid mafia. i 

On the 5th of Augufi, accompanied by Mr. O’firyen, I paid 
a fecond vifit to Portici, from whence we proceeded on mules 
to the hermitage on the fide of Mount Vefuvius, taking three 
mountaineers as guides. 1 When we arrived at the hermitage, 
where formerly dwelt a friar ‘who was the ciceroni of the moun¬ 
tain* and famous for his vintage of lachryma chrifti, a rich wine 
in great requeft, to our concern we found his cell had been 
broken open and rifled, as well as his fmall chapel adjoining. 
Oor guides faid that the jacobini had done it, and that the 
venerable man had been very HI ufed by them. We had rea- 
fort afterwards to believe that thefe fellows were of the party. 
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astheyoffered to procure us fome of the wine above men¬ 
tioned*, which had been diftributed among the neighbouring 
cottages. 

The day was exceftively hot, and the labour, after we were 
obliged, to relinquifh our mules, was very great. After eroding 
a plain of rocky lava* which proceeded from the chafm or valley 
that feparates Somma from Vefuvius, we came to the crater 
from whence iffued the torrent of liquid fire that overwhelmed 
Torre del Greco in 1794. The cinders a little way below the 
furface were dill hot, and fmoke iffued from feveral places. 
From thence we proceeded to climb the great cone, which con¬ 
fiding of fmall pumice Hones, we funk at every ftep up to our 
ankles, and frequently, by its yielding to our weight, loft as 
much, diftance in a minute as we had gained in ten. 

At length we arrived at the fummit of the mountain, and 
feated ourfelves on the brink of the crater, which appeared to 
be about a mile round. The infide was fo fteep that our guides 
affured us we ftiould not be able to get out if we ventured to 
defeend into it; and as fmoke was iffuing from feveral places 
with a rumbling noife, we defifted from the attempt. The 
furface of the bottom of the crater was nearly level and of a 
greenifh hue; on firing a piftol into it the echo and rever¬ 
berated found continued for a confiderable time. 

. Front this place we had a noble view of the furrounding 
country. The plains before us were extended beyond the 
reach of the naked eye. Many of the neighbouring moun- 
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tains, which we could now look down upon, plainly fpoke their 
volcanic origin from the crater or hollow on their fummits, 
fome of which had water in*them, in others were thick groves 
of trees and flirubs. 

As we returned to Portici we obferved feveral half ftatues of 
a bifhop holding up his hand towards the mountain. Thefe 
we found to be the reprefentation of the tutelar feint of 
Naples, St. Januarius, who is placed in the attitude of forbid¬ 
ding the mountain to pour its fiery inundations on the grounds 
or palaces where he takes his ft and. 

On the 6th of Auguft Lord Nelfon in the Foudroyant, having 
on board the King of Naples, and Sir William and Lady Hamil¬ 
ton, got under weigh for Palermo; the Prencipe Reale, bearing 
the flag of the Portuguefe admiral the Marquis Neyfa, accom¬ 
panied them. The following day the Swiftfure failed from the 
Bay of Naples*. 


In the note page 20?, Lieutenant Davis is mentioned as one of the aid-de-camps of Commodore 
Troubridge at the fieges of St. Elmo and Capua. It may be remembered that this officer was appointed 
by Admiral Nelfon to command the Fortune corvette, captured by the Swiftfure. off the Bay of Aboukir. 
When Sir Sidney Smith took the command on the coaft of Egypt he retained the Fortune, which went 
with him to the memorable defence of Acre, where Lieutenant Davis was adively employed. 

On tire 4th May 1799 , he failed under orders from Sir Sidney Smith to cruise for three weeks on the 
coaft of Syria, in order to cut off fupplies that might arrive from Alexandria for the French army before 
Acre, having under his di red ion the Dame de Grade gun-boat. About three a. m. on the Sth, being 
at the diftauce of four miles from the coaft near Jaffa, he fell in with a fquadron conlifting of three 
. frigates and two brigs. At day-break one of the brigs having a red enfign difplayed, came alongfide of 
him. Lieutenant Davis hailed her, and was anfwered with a broad fide and a volley of mulketry, when 
Ihehoifted French cdours) he inftantly returned their falute, and a fevere, though unequal, conflifi began. 
At fix a. m. all his cartridges, and the greater part of his fliot being expended, three of his gups 
diftnounted, hug mafts, yards, and rigging cut ter pieces, and the enemy eoOilng dofe upon bis larboard 
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quarter with intent to board. Lieutenant Davis was compelled to ftrike his pendant, bis colours having 
been lhot away three times. At this time, too, the three frigates had got within gun-(hot of the For¬ 
tune 3 further refiftance, therefore, would have been raih and ufelefs. The veflel that engaged the 
Fortune proved to be the French brig Salamine, and carried 18 guns and 140 men. 1 he Fortune had 
only 10 guns, four and three pounders, all in bad condition. Lieutenant Davis wa9 badly wounded, 
and had loft two men killed and four wounded out of a complement of 28 men, including himfelf 
and fervant. 

The frigates were the Junon, Alcefte, and Courageux, under the command of Admiral Perrfi, who 
ordered the Fortune and gun-boat to be funk. After cruizing on the coaft nine days longer, the fquadron 
proceeded to the weftward. On the 8th of June they fell in with Lord Keith's fleet, which captured 
the whole fquadron when they had arrived within light of their deflined port. Lieutenant Davis was 
thus enabled to rejoin bis Chip, the Swiftfure, in ihe Bay of Naples. The gallantry of his condud in 
this affair needs no comment. 



CHAPTER XII. 


...Vallombrosa 

Cosi fu nominata una Badia 
Ricca, c bella, ndllncn religiosa, 

E cortese a chiunque vi venia. Aiuosto. Can. xxii. 


The critical lituation of the French in the Roman Rates, 
occafioned by the frequent defeats they had lately fuffered in 
Lombardy, the Milanefe, and at Mantua, induced Lord Nelfon 
to fend the Swiftfure to Civita Vecchia, the neareft fea-port to 
Rome, to fee if any thing could be done to drive the enemy 
from thence, and aid the Auftrians in their attack on the capi¬ 
tal. The Swiftfure was proceeding thither, but an account ar¬ 
riving that the Seahorfe frigate had been driven by a gale of 
wind on the rocks near Leghorn, it was judged expedient firfi: 
to proceed thither to her afiiftance. 

On the i oth of Auguft we pafled the mouth of the Tiber, 
and could plainly perceive the ftately dome of the cathedral of 
St. Peter at Rome. In the evening wc fpoke the Balloon, 
Portuguefe brig of war; and the day following worked to wind¬ 
ward between Point Hercule and the ifland of Giglio. 

On the 13th we anchored in the road of Leghorn, and had 
the fatisfa&ion to find the Seahorfe fafe in the harbour, having 
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got off from her perilous fituation with trifling damage. The 
fame evening the Minotaur arrived alfo. . 

The opportunity of feeing Leghorn, Florence, and even 
Rome, was now eagerly embraced by me, my kind friend and 
commander giving me permiflion to make that tour, and in the 
event of his fuccefs at Civita Vecchia, to join him there by the 
route of Rome. 5 Subfequent circumflances prevented this ar¬ 
rangement taking place, but it gaffi me an opportunity of en¬ 
larging my tour. A friend from the Minotaur was permitted 
to accompany me by the favour of Captain Louis, and we pro¬ 
ceeded from Leghorn, bearing letters and difpatches for the 
Britifh minifter at Florence. 

On the 15th we fet off from Leghorn, proceeding through a 
level country, part of which was occupied *by a foreft of low 


' I shall not particularize the circumstances that took place at Civita Vecchia, as I received only a 
concife account of them afterwards, which is here related. 

When the Swiftfure appeared off that place a French officer of diftinftion came off with a flag of 
truce, but nothing was then decided. At another time when fome Neapolitan veflels, (fuppofing the 
place was evacuated by the French), were making towards it, the French armed boats, and gum-boats of 
a large flze, pufhed out to bring them in. But the launch and large boats of the Swiftfure were tent to 
their afliftance, and foon made the enemy retire, purfuiag them with great fpirit till under the guns of 
their own batteries, and nearly capturing them. Lieutenant Eylmer, in the launch, had a narrow 
efcape j a <hot from the enemy's battery, which killed a man who was in the aft of taking aim, (truck 
the powder-horn from his hand. Captain Hallowell had already entered into a ‘negotiation with the 
enemy, and paved the way for a furrender of the place, when he was recalled to attend the Admiral at 
Palermo. Afterwards Commodore Troubridge in the Culloden, and Captain Louis in the Minotaur, 
arrived on the flation; and the French perceiving that all hopes of defending themfclves again ft the 
united powers that attacked them on all fides were at an end, and thinking to obtain better terms from 
the Englilh than the Auftrians, contented to furrender. Captain Louis proceeded to Borne, and there 
received the fnbmiffion of the enemy, who were marched from thence to Civita Vecchia and embarked 
in veffels that tranfported them to France. 
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oaks, and the fame day we arrived at Pifa. It being the feaft of 
the afliimption of the bleffed Virgin, great preparations were 
making for the due folemnization of it. The evening was 
{pent by the higher orders at a grand ball at the theatre; from 
whence, at midnight, they fallied out to join the folemn pro- 
ceflion to the cathedral, where high mafs was performed with 
all the pomp imaginable. The ftreets leading to the cathedral, 
as well as the pavement of the fame, were ftrewed with myrtle 
and laurels, which being trod on, Cent forth a delightful odour. 
The fragrant fmoke of the cenfers, the blaze of torches and 
lamps which illumined the ftately fabric, and the folemn ftillnefs 
of the midnight hour, formed fuch a feene of grandeur and de¬ 
light as imprefled tfye mind with religious awe. 

The next morning we went to view the fite of the late 
ftWemnities. The cathedral, which is a noble pile of Gothic 
building, is fituated in an area furrounded by tliofe other cele¬ 
brated ftru&ures, the baptiftry, the cemetery, and leaning tower. 
The brazen doors of the cathedral are defervedly admired. On 
them are reprefented paflages from the Old and New Tefta- 
ment in batfo relievo, executed by Bonano Pifano, whofe buft 
is placed near one of the doors. There are alfo many fine 
paintings, and handfome monuments, and other fculpture in 
the aides and chapels of the cathedral. 

The baptiftry is a large circular building furmounted with 
a handfome cupola. It is built of marble, and is celebrated 
for a remarkable echo. The cemetery, or, as it is here called, 
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il campo facro, or the holy ground,' is appropriated for the in¬ 
terment of the inhabitants of the city; its form is oblong, and 
round the area are cloyfters, the walls of which are decorated 
with paintings reprefenting various pieces of fcripture hiftory; the 
figures as large as life. Among the reft is one of the laft day; 
fome fatirical ftrokes at the monks in this picture would induce 
one to believe that it was meant to turn that body into ridicule, 
if we did not frequently mee + with the fame in all Roman 
Catholic countries. In thefe cloyfters there Are alfo many 
handfome monuments to the memory of celebrated warriors, 
ftatefmen, and others. 

We next vifited the leaning tower, which is a handfome cir¬ 
cular building of free-ftone. On the outftde it is divided into 
eight compartments, with galleries furrounfled by pillars, gra¬ 
dually diminifhing in height toward the top, which give it a 
fingularly light appearance. But what moft characfterifes this 
ftru&ure, is its being funk into the earth on one fide, and 
thereby thrown full five yards out of the perpendicular. Some 
people imagine it was the whim of the architect that caufed 
this inclination of the edifice; but that certainly is a vulgar 
error, for had he built it fo in order to fhew his ingenuity, he 
would have made it evident by erecting it on a pedeftal hori¬ 
zontal with the earth: but that having funk equally with the 
reft of the building, {hows it was a fault in laying the founda- 


‘ So called from fome earth that was brought from Jerufalem by the cru&den and deposited hare. 
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tion that caufed it thus to lean. From the top of this building 
we had an extenfive view of the furrounding country, which is 
highly cultivated and diverfified by mountains, plains, and 
rivers, with a difiant view of the fca beyond Leghorn. In 
the ftreet leading from this venerable collection of facred 
buildings we vifited a foundling hofpital, which reflects in¬ 
finite honour on the founder and fupporters of it. As there 
was a box to receive eleemofynary contributions, we with 
pleafure gave our mite in aid of fo noble and meritorious an 
inftitution. 

The city of Pifa is handfome, and adorned with many pri¬ 
vate and public buildings. The river Armo, which runs 
through it, adds greatly to its beauty, and might be highly 
beneficial to its commerce. But Pifa at prefent appears to 
have fallen from that opulence its ftately buildings feem to pro- 
rnile, and is far from populous. 

We n^xt proceeded to the baths of Pifa, which are about 
thre ' or four miles from the city. There are many fpacious 
houlcs for the convenience of the fluctuating inhabitants. The 
hot baths are reckoned beneficial in gouty cafes. The buildings 
appropriated for that purpofe arc commodious, and are alfo 
fupplied with cold baths. Our journey from hence lay through 
a rich country at the foot of fome high hills, and the groves of 
olives we palled through reminded ns of the oil which is made 
in this diftridt, and takes its name from the city of Lucca, at 
which place we arrived the fame day. It is about fourteen 
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miles from Pifa. The Auftrians were in poffeffion of this 
place, the French having very lately evacuated it. 

As we had, in our hafte to depart from Leghorn, forgotten 
to provide ourfelves with proper paflports, we were taken into 
cuftody by the guard, and carried before the Auftrian com¬ 
mander. He addrefted us in German, a language neither of 
us underftood; but by the help of an interpreter we informed 
him of our country, and lituation, and the objeCfc of our jour¬ 
ney, which being corroborated by our letters addreffed to Mr. 
Wyndham, we were civilly difmilTed, and prefented with 
Auftrian paflports. Having an introductory note to the Abbate 
Chriftophani, we availed ourfelves of it, and were politely re¬ 
ceived by that gentleman, and by him conducted to fee a 
valuable collection of pictures belonging to the houfe of 
Bonvifi." There is a good road either for carriages, or walkers, 
on the ramparts of the city, which are three miles round. 

What, except the hope of plunder, occafioned the French to 
attack this unoffending little republic, I could never learn; but 
one ufe they made of it was to take pofleffion of the armoury, 
which contained an ample {tore. The brafs ordnance was of 
very curious workmanfhip, and highly embofled. Moft of this 
had been removed and tranfported acrofs the Appenines, as I 
{hall hereafter mention. 

* 

Taking leave of the friendly Abbate, we fet off for Florence; 

" This family feeroed to be at Lucca what the family of the Medici was at Florence, though in a 
If ft eminent degree. The prefent Marquis Bonvifi is a minor. . 
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and on the road paired through the towns of Piftoia and Prato. 
At the former place we vilited.a filk mill, in which is a fpinning 
machine of great ingenuity, feveral thoufand reels being fet in 
motion by one water wheel. 

In the evening we entered the city of Florence, after a 
pleafant journey of about forty miles through a rich and culti¬ 
vated country. And we could not but remark the difference 
between the inhabitants of Tufcany and the wretched people 
of Naples; the climate being the fame, it muft arife from the 
fuperiority of the government, which, though abfolute, is mild 
and equitable. We perceived a cheerful cleanlinefs that be- 
fpoke content in the perfons and countenances of the Tufcan 
peafantry, who are in general robuft and healthy, and the 
women are handfome, and neat in their perfons and habits. 

At Florence we took up our refidence at the Grand Bre- 
taigne, kept by Sneidroff, a German who fpeaks good Englifh, 
and is a very civil and obliging landlord, very different from 
the generality of hotel-keepers out of England. 

After paying our refpe&s to Mr. Wyndham, the Britifli 
Ambaffador, by whom we were received with the greateft 
politenefs, and at whofe table we were at all times treated with 
the truefl hofpitality, we proceeded to examine the many fub- 
je<5ls of curiofity that are to be met jvith at Florence. The 
famous gallery demanded an early vilit, and we had the plea- 
fure to find it had hitherto efcaped the defpoiling hand of the 
French; but their intention to remove the contents was vifible 
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by the mark let on all the ttatues and pictures. Each piece 
was numbered, and Pour la Republique Francois,” was 
written on every one of them. The vafl extent of this noble 
gallery, which forms two tides and die end of a fmall ftreet, 
and is filled with chef d’ceuvres of the arts, occupied a long 
morning to infpectt in a curfory manner. Aim! though we fre¬ 
quently repeated our vifits, we always found new fubjedts of 
admiration. * 

From the centre of one of the galleries we entered an 
odtagon room called the Tribune. In this cabinet is the fineft 
collection of ftatues in the world. The Venus de Medicis, the 
Wreftlers, the Arrotino, the Dancing Faun, and Apollo; be¬ 
tides which, there are alfo fome capital paintings of the firtl 
matters. 

From hence we entered a fuite of rooms in which are col¬ 
lected the beft paintings by the artifts of paft and modern 
times, and a number of inimitable pieces of fculpture. The 
contents of one of the rooms attracted our attention in par¬ 
ticular; it is entirely filled with the portraits of the moll 
celebrated painters of the old fchool, and with fome of later 
date, each done by the artift himfelf. In this aflemblage of 
genius we had the pleafure to obferve the portrait of our own 
countryman, Sir Jolhua Reynolds. And the only piece of 
modem fculpture in the room, is the head of the Honourable 
Mrs. Darner, finely executed in white marble by herfelf. The 
portrait of Denner by himfelf, is finilhed in the ufual ftile of 
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that matter; each hair and vein is minutely cxprefled, yet the 
effeCt of the whole is good, which is feldom the cafe where 
fuch pains are taken in the detail. It would be an endlcfs 
talk to enumerate the contents of this far-famed gallery, nor 
will the fcope of the prefent work permit it. 

Adjoining the Palazzo Pitti is a mufeum which was founded 
by the Grand Duke about twelve years ago; yet, notwithftand- 
ing the fhortnefs of the period, it already contains a very 
valuable aflemblage of curiofitics; and the arrangement of 
them is excellent. Among other things that particularly de¬ 
manded our admiration is a complete ferics of anatomical pre¬ 
parations in wax; every part of the human frame is reprclented 
with the moft exaCt nicety. There is alfo a ferics of the 
animal, vegetable, and mineral worlds following each other in 
regular order, clatted and numbered with precifion. Thofc 
productions that cannot be preferved in their natural ttate and 
colour, are fo finely imitated in wax as almoft to deceive the 
clofeft infpeCtion. 

The laft thing we faw at the mufeum was fo horribly fine, 
that at the time the ingenuity of the artift attonifhed us, the 
fubjeCt could not fail to fill our minds with horror. It is in 
three compartments; and reprefents the awful change which 
the human frame undergoes in the feveral ftages of the plague. 
It is well worth the traveller’s infpeCfion, but will by no means 
fuit a deferiptive account. 

2 g 
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To view the numerous fubjeCts of this mufeum, in a flight 
way, occupied two mornings; it would require many weeks to 
examine them with the attention they deferve. The Abbate 
Olmi, who had a fhare in arranging and preparing this in¬ 
valuable collection, accompanied us, and explained the nature 
of it in a manner both highly entertaining and inftruCtive. 

Palazzo Pitti, the elegant rcfldence of the Grand Duke, had 

met with fad ufage from the French. This palace Was built 

* 

and decorated from the private coffers of the Grand Dukes, 
without any aid from the people; yet this circumftance does 
not appear to have raifed any compunCtion in the breafts of 
thefe deflroyers. The rich filk curtains which hung before the 
doors and windows, reaching from the lofty ceiling to the 

t 

ground, had been wantonly hacked to pieces with their fwords 
as far as they could extend them, and l'everal of the moft cele¬ 
brated pictures had been ftripped from their frames. The 
Madonna della Sedia of Raphael had been ftolen by the wife of 
a commiflary; but this being difeovered by the commanding 
officer of the French army, it was reftored, but again difap- 
peared. Whether it has at length found its way to Paris is 
not known; the ftiperb frame ftill remains where it hung. In 
this palace there arc alfo fome fine fpecimens of Mofaic work, 
and inlaid tables of the manufactory of Florence. 

The gardens of this palace, called Boboli, are elegantly laid 
out, a'nd adorned with fine flatues and fountains. Near the 
city is a public ride much reforted to by the Florentine no- 
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bility. It belongs to a fmall palace, or rather farm, of the 
Grand Duke. 

The river Arno runs through the centre of the city; in the 
fummer it is very low, but when torrents from the mountains 
increafe its waters, it has a very noble effect. Each fide is 
faced with done, and over it an! feveral bridges of various ar- 
chite&ure. One of thefe, called Ponte della Trinita, is remark¬ 
able for the peculiar form of the arches, which are uncom¬ 
monly flat. In the fummer evenings this bridge is a favourite 
promenade; and, to fecure walkers from the interruption 
of carriages, the ends are at a certain hour fccured with 
chains. 

There are feveral theatres at Florence, but at this time only 
two were open; the’ Cocomero and the Pergola. At one of 
them we were prefented with a very curious drama o { fifteen 
a6ls; it lafted three nights. 

The cathedral church is an elegant building entirely of black 
and white marble in compartments, and is furmounted with an 
octagon cupola. Near the cathedral is a {lately fquare tower 
in which the bells are hung. It is compofed of black, red, 
and white marble, in compartments. Near this building is the 
baptiftery, alfo of marble, highly polifl.ctl, the three brazen 
gates of which exceed in beauty thole we faw at Pita; the 
ficrures on them arc highly finifhed in halfo relievo. The cele¬ 
brated Michael Angelo, {peaking of thefe gates, faid, they were 
fit to be the doors of Paradife. 
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The chapel of Medicis, adjoining the church of St. Iaorenzo, 
would be the riched piece of architc&ure in the world if it 
were completed: it is compofed of the mod: valuable dones, 
fucli as lapis lazuli, jafper, and oriental agate: the ceiling and 
altar are unfmiffied. 

There are many fine antique datues which adorn the dreets 
and fquares of Florence. On the outdde of one of the gates 
of the city is a modern triumphal arch, which is an handfome 
ornament to that approach. 

It would far exceed the limits of this work, were I to enu¬ 
merate all the curious exhibitions of ancient and modern inge¬ 
nuity that are contained in this city. Suffice it to fay, that 
whether the French have, or have not, robbed it in their lad 
vidt of fome of its mod valuable works, there mud dill remain 
fufficient to claim the attention of travellers; and this city mud 
always poflefs attractions to detain them within its walls for 
fome time. The manners of the people, the climate, the va¬ 
rious amufements, and, above all, the fecurity in which both 
perfons and property are held, would ever make it a mod 
agreeable refidcnce.* 

Flaving heard much mention of a Benedi&ine convent on 
the Appenines, we fet off for that place with Mr. Alloway 
(who had returned to Florence with Mr. Wyndham, whom he 


* Aflallination, fo common in molt other cities of Italy, is very unufual here. Mr. Wyndham told 
me, that, for the (is years he had refided in this city till the French came, not one murder had been 
committed. 
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had accompanied in his late voyage to Sicily). Our road lay up 
jtfteep afcent, but having four horfes to our carriage, we arrived 
in'good time at a village about fourteen miles from Florence. 
The'road'now became impaflable for wheels, and we proceeded 
on horfeback through a romantic country, varied with deep 
afeents, barren heaths, or fhady forefts. By a narrow path wind¬ 
ing round the fide of a mountain we came to an ancient bridge, 
below which the torrents, fwelled by late rains, came tumbling 
over the rugged rocks. 

At length we entered a foreft of pines, and by a winding 
road reached the venerable monartery of Vallombrofa, fo called 
from the beautiful wooded vale in which it is iituated, although 
nearly on the fummit of the Appcnines. The annexed view 
will give a faint idea of the pkfturefquc fccncry of the place, 
which deferved a far abler pencil. 

We were received with hofpitality and politenefs by the 
monks: one, and fometimes two of them, attended us while 
the reft feemed entirely occupied by the duties of their pro- 
feftion. The monaftcry is a handfome pile of building, the 
rooms commodious and well furnifticd; the chapel is large and 
handfome, and quite free from that glitter of tinfel ornament 
that too often fpoils the appearance of limilar edifices in Roman 
catholic countries. One. of the fathers conducted us through 
a wood, at the back of the houfe, to a fmall habitation on the 
brow of a rock. On our road thither we parted over a wooden 
bridge that led acrofs a torrent formed by a waterfall of con- 
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fulerablc height. Soon afterwards our condu&or fuddenly 
flopped, and eroding himfelf, l’eemed to regard witli particular 
marks of devotion a rock that was in a rccefs overliung wfth 
ancient oaks and pines. On examining the object of Ms adora¬ 
tion, we perceived the rude impreflion of a man upon it: the 
worthy father told us it was a miracle that befcl the founder 
of his houfe, who, while he was attending to the erection of 
the building above, fell from the height on the rock we law, 
which foftened at his touch, and he elcapcd unhurt. After this 
we expected to fee fomething worthy fuch a miracle in the 
ftru&urc he was employed upon when it happened, but found 
nothing more than a fmall houfe, in which were fome indifferent 
pi<5hires; and in a little mufeum we were fhewn fcveral fpeci- 
mens of a peculiar compofition like marl)le, reprefenting views 
of various places, which he faid was the invention of a Mr. 
Huggesford, an Englifhman, who had been a brother of their 
orders The next morning we climbed to the top of the hills 
behind the houfe, and found ourfclves on a large plain on the 
fummit of the Appenines. From hence we had a view of the 
two leas on each lidc the Ifthmus of Italy, the Adriatic and the 
Tufcan lea. After palling two days much to our fatisfatflion 
with thcfc friendly monks, we defeended the mountain and 
returned to Florence. 

* But Mr. Huggesford's tafte and induftry arc alfo vifible in the grounds round the monaftery, which 
immediately ftruck us to have been the work of an Engliflitnan. The feenery, in that part contiguous to 
the houfe, reminded us of the appearance of an Euglilh park, where art is introduced to affift and not 
defiroy nature. 
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Finding that the Arretines* advanced but llowly towards 
Rome, and that we might he long detained in their camp, 
(hould we follow our firft plan of going thither, we determined 
to f&Tftwfe parts of Italy that had lately been wrefted from the 
French by the Auftrians and Ruffians. General Suwarrow had 
at this time been victorious in feveral hard-fought actions in 
the Milanefe, and was advancing towards Genoa. 

We, therefore, after procuring proper paffiports through the 
friendly affiftance of Mr. Wyndham, afeended the Appenines 
with a Vetturino,* who was to convey us to Bologna. 'I he 
road, though fteep, was in general good. At Alle Matchcre we 
baited our cattle, and again fet forward. Climbing the moun¬ 
tain for thirty miles, we arrived in the afternoon at Cubillario; 
which is a lone inn on the higheft part of the road acrofs the 
Appenines. Here our muleteer advifed us to hop; and we 
found our accommodations tolerably good. b While the fire was 

1 The Arrctines arc the country troops th.'.t rofe againft the French and helped to drive them from 
Florence; they were commanded by Colonel Mari. While the French remained at Florence, they had 
frequent tkinniihes on the neighbouring mountains with tliefe gallant patriots, who, without any 
afliitance from the higher nobility of the country, had rifen againft the invaders, and revenged, as lar 
as lay in their power, the infults offered to their beloved Duke. In feveral actions they had compelled 
the French to retreat to Florence with great lofs. They were fometimes headed by Signora Mari, a 
beautiful and elegant woman, wife to the colonel. Like Clorinda Ihc bravely led them, drelfed in a 
military habit, and well performed her part. 

* The Vetturini are people who fumifh horfes or mules to convey travellers for a ftipulated fum; 
they alfo provide provifions on the road; but care muft be taken to enter into a written agreement before 
you fet off, and that the time they are to be on the road, and the places they are to flop at, are fpecified. 
We took a carriage with us on the journey, and found the Vetturino fo flow in his motions, that we 
afterwards preferred the more expenfive, but pleafanter, method of taking poft-liorfes. 

* The plate gives an exadt idea of an Italian inn. Under the arches the carriages are fecured from 
the weather; within them are the flables, and the rooms above are appropriated for flic guefis. 
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lighting above flairs (for the air was now exceedingly cold from 
the height of our fituation, though it was in the middle 
Auguft) we went into the kitchen, and there found feveral/of 
the country people warming themfelves and converfing^brr the 
events of the war, and the various changes they had lately 
witnefled. One of them, to our furprife, declared, “ that they 
might fay what they would of the Ruffians and Auftrians, of 
Suwarrow or Prince Charles, yet the Englifli Signior Pitt was 
the moving fpring of all, for without him the French would 
never have been driven out of Italy.” We were not a little 
pleafed at this homage paid to our illuftrious countryman in a 
place where we hardly expected that even the exiftence of our 
ifland was known. 

In the courfe of our journey up the mountains, we had pafled 
feveral broken gun-carriages, and in fome places perceived they 
had been tumbled over the precipices, broken pieces being dif- 
covered in various directions; here a wheel, there a fliaft or 
beam, and the gun in a third place. At Alle Mafchere we faw 
fome Auftrian foldiers who were employed in conducting thefe 
pieces of ordnance; and from them we learned that thefe were 
the guns which the French had taken from the arfenal at Lucca, 
and had abandoned on the road. They were now taking them 
to Bologna, from whence they were to be conveyed to Mantua. 
The ornaments on thefe guns, which were all of brafs, were 
exquifitely finifhed; the knobs at the breech reprefented the 
heads of various animals, or of men, curioufly executed. The 
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arms of the Republic, with fuitable ornaments and infcriptions, 
were equally well done. 

The following day we fet forward before fun-rife. Juft as 
wiTCajjje to an opening of the mountains, from whence we 
had a magnificent extended view of Lombardy with numerous 
towns and villages on the plains below, the fun rofe and tinged 
the mountain tops with the moft brilliant colours. As we de¬ 
fended the winding road down the ftcep declivity we met 
feveral troops of Auftrian cavalry on their march towards Rome. 
The romantic craigs of rocks that hung over our heads, the tall 
chefnuts, oaks, and pines, that feemed coeval with the foil, 
ftone bridges decorated with crucifixes, the fertile fields that 
were in the vallies below, and the waters of the Adriatic, of 
which we occaftodally had a glimpfe at the extremity of the 
horizon, formed altogether a fublime pidture. 

At length we reached Pianoro, a fmall village at the foot of 
the Bolognefe fide of the Appenines; here we intended to 
breakfaft, but the inn being already filled with the Auftrian 
officers, part of the army having halted at this place, we w^erc 
conftrained to pafs on above a mile to a wretched hovel, where 
however we contrived to make a hearty meal on an omelet; 
and from thence proceeded to Bologna. We now difmiffed 
our veturino, intending to take poft-horfes; but experienced 
fome difficulty in compaffing this point, as all the horfes were 
taken pofleffion of by the military to tranfport the baggage and 
ftores of the army. However, by making our cafe known to 

2 H 
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the commanding officer, we were allowed a pair of horfes, to 
which our landlord contrived to add another pair by ftealth,, 
and we reached Tedo by nine o’clock. 

'I his place is a lone houfe a little out of the high roaej^ft^re 
we were informed Lord Bridol, the Biffiop of Derry, had been 
confined by the French for fome time. From hence we pro¬ 
ceeded, the next day, through a level country to Ferrara. 
On our road we eroded a branch of the Po, called Rhino, the 
waters of which were not more than three feet deep. 

At Ferrara we vifited the Palazzo Parodifo, where is a 
moft excellent library, confiding, as we were told, of eighty 
thoufand books. Here we faw the original manufeript of the 
Orlando Furiofo of Ariodo, alfo feveral original letters in the 
hand-writing of TafTo, Petrarch, and other celebrated poets. 
The chair and ink-dand of Ariodo are curiodties fhewn with 
great marks of refpect here. The tomb alfo of that poet is to 
be feen at the Benedictine convent; but the French, after 
turning the unfortunate monks out of their monadery, had 
converted it into an hofpital. At this time it was fhut up, as 
was alfo the chapel adjoining, where the tomb is depodted. 

The fate of the Benedictine monks has been peculiarly hard: 
they are in general men of family, who have been ufed to the 
comforts of life; and, it is but judice to obferve, they difpenfe 
the wealth they podefs with a liberal hand. Thus rudely 
thrud out of their podeffions into a world they had renounced, 
they were in danger of being darved, if the benevolence of their 
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poorer brethren had not aflifted them. The labouring poor in 
\the neighbourhood of thcfe monafleries have great reafon to 
Lqnent the lofs of their employers and benefactors. 

refo-sra once was a place of great opulence and confequcnce; 
but, fince it has fallen into the power of the Roman See, it has 
become quite the reverfe, and is now the dulled place 1 faw in 
Italy. 

From hence we next proceeded to Padua. Croffing the Po, 
we pafled through St. Madalena and Coda, and changed horfes 
at the ancient town of Rovigo, and thence pafled through a 
diftriCt which produces abundance of the larged hemp; the 
country is marfliy and unpleafant, but highly cultivated. 

We foon afterwards pafled the Adige, and from thence 
proceeded to Monfelice, where we again changed horfes, and 
arrived at Padua in the evening. We were much flruck with 
the pleafant appearance of this celebrated place. The cathedral, 
and other churches, the faloon or great hall, and the univerdty, 
arc all interefling objeCts. 

From Padua we followed the traCt of the Brenta for fomc 
miles, and were much pleafed with the handfome appearance 
of the villas that adorn its banks. That of Prince Pifani at¬ 
tracted our attention, and induced us to viflt it; and it well 
anfwered our expectations. The grand hall of this palace is 
truly magnificent, and the frefco paintings on the ceiling are 
admirably finilhed. Our attention was attraCled by two oil 
paintings of the Tower of London, which were drawn to com- 
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memorate the landing of a prince of this family, who was for¬ 
merly ambaflador from Venice to our court. One of the rooms 
of this palace is fitted up in the Turkifh fiyle. ^ 

Leaving this delightful manfion, we proceeded to 
miles from Padua, and thence arrived at Fufina, nine miles 
further, where we left our carriage and embarked on the 
Lagune, or fhallows, in a gondola, and in an hour entered the 
city of Venice. 

We took up our rcfidence at Pedrillo’s hotel, the White 
Lion, on the grand canal, which, befides being a very com¬ 
fortable houfe in all refpecRs, commands a pleafant view of the 
Rialto. The annexed fketcli I made from the windows of our 
apartment. 

Venice has been fo often deferibed, that 'I fhall only remark 
the alterations it has fuftained from the late vifit of the French, 
who deftroyed the ancient government, and did all the mifehief 
they could to the arfcnal, and then gave it up to the Aufirians. 
The four brazen horfes that were brought from Confiantinople, 
faid to be the work of Lyfippus, and placed over the entrance 
of the cathedral of St. Mark, had been taken away by the 
French. Wc were informed that the removal of thefe cele¬ 
brated horfes created much difturbance in the city, and would 
have been prevented by the populace, but their power was not 
equal to their withes. 

The lions mouths at the top of the grand fiaircafe of the 
Doge’s palace, into which anonymous accufations were thrown, 
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are deflroyed, and the place clofed up where they were fixed. 
T^he fine paintings in this magnificent palace remain as they 
were, being painted on the walls. 

T{ie cathedral of St. Mark is remarkable for the fine Mofaic 
work in the ceiling, as well as for the general beauty of the 
building. 

We vifited many of the palaces of the noble Venetians, and 
faw the finefl paintings of the Venetian fchool, but could not 
help regretting the decayed appearance they have, which is not 
the cafe of paintings by the fame mailers in other parts of 
Italy. I imagine it muft be occafioned by the faline humidity 
of the air. 

The arfenal and dock-yard are admirably contrived: the fhips, 
from the largeft man of war to a galley, are all built under 
cover, fo that they are not liable to be warped either by partial 
winds or the heat of the fun. The French had exercifed their 
ingenuity in deflroying the fhips that were on the flocks, but not 
in a flate to be taken away: they had built a flrong prop under 
the centre of the veflel, and then, knocking away the piles that 
fupported the ends, they were broken by their own weight. 
Several large gallies had been fcuttlcd and funk; but thefe the 
Auflrians had contrived tp weigh and refit. In the foundry 
we faw the procefs of calling and boring brafs cannon. The 
armoury had been entirely flripped, and a ufelefs piece of mil- 
chief exercifed; large cannon-balls had been rolled down the 
fine marble fleps in order to break and disfigure them. 
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On Sunday evening we were much entertained at a concert 
of inftrumental and vocal mufic at the chapel of the Ofpedalp 
della Pieta. All the performers are young women, who receive 
their education gratis at the hofpital. There are feveral other 
inftitutions of a fimilar kind. 

We were told that in this city there were four theatres; at 
one of them we faw an opera in which they celebrated the 
conqueft of the Ruffians, Engliffi, and Auftrians, over the 
French; but when the French flag was thrown down and de- 
ftroyed, it did not meet with that enthufiaftic applaufe that 
fimilar reprefentations receive at Florence. 

That we might the better judge of the fize, as well as 
general appearance of this remarkable city, we afeended to the 
top of the great tower of St. Mark, which *is three hundred feet 
high: from hence we had a noble view of the city; every ftreet 
of which is water, and the only carriages are gondolas and boats 
of traffic. There are, however, many narrow alleys that com¬ 
municate with each other by bridges; of the latter there are 
faid to be more than five hundred. Round the city are a mul¬ 
titude of iflands of different forms, and appropriated to various 
ufes. Some are entirely laid out in beautiful gardens and 
handfomc palaces, others have extenfivc manufactories, or 
churches and convents. The gondolas have a very fombrous 
appearance, being univerfally black; but their convenience, and 
the fwjftnefs of their motion, render them the pleafanteft of 
carriages. 
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As our flay would not allow of a minute infpe&ion of the 
various obje&s of curiofity that adorn this city, wc were con- 
drained to take only a curfory view of them. One day we 
proceeded in a gondola through the whole of the grand canal. 
The palaces, whole fronts are towards the canal, are moftly of 
the Grecian order, and boaft the mafterly hand of Palladio, 
Sanfovino, and San Michelle; but, from the corrofive fea air, 
they have acquired a brown and dirty appearance. The floors 
of the houfes here are of a compofition of plaifler highly 
polifhed, and of various colours, reprcfcnting different kinds of 
marble. Though thefe floorings are common throughout Italy, 
they are much better finiflied and difplay greater tafte here than 
elfewhere. 

After palling four days in Venice, we returned to Fufina, 
and from thence meafured back our fteps to Padua. There arc 
many handfome churches and other public edifices in this city; 
the church of St. Antonio is a noble Gothic building, founded 
fo early as the year 1255; and is enriched with fome capital 
paintings, particularly of the Venetian fchool. The botanic 
gardens are greatly admired by flrangers for the convenient 
arrangement of the plants. 

The great hall, or town houfc, is well worthy infpeftion: it 
appeared to us to be as large as Weftminfter Hall; round the 
upper part of the walls are paintings of the twelve figns of the 
Zodiac, and fmall circular windows are fo difpofed that the fun 
at a certain hour darts his rays on the fign that governs the 



240 


month; fo we were informed by our ciceroni, whether true or 
falfe, I fhall not pretend to determine. In this hall Bonaparte 
gave a grand entertainment to the officers of his army, and the 
principal people of the place, but left the inhabitants to pay 
the expence of it. 

Some cardinals had already arrived at Padua in order to form 
a conclave for the election of a Pope, in the room of the late 
unfortunate Pontiff, who had juft fallen a facrifice to French 
perfidy and ingratitude. 

From hence we went to Vicenza; but the evening clofed in 
before we reached the city: being circumfcribed in point of 
time, we fet off early the following morning; fo that all I can 
fay of the place is, that it appeared to us, on the morning of 
our departure, to be handfome and well built, and the fituation 
remarkably pleafant. I can alfo vouch for the urbanity of the 
inhabitants; for, by miftake, we went into a converfatione of 
the nobility, where none but thofe who are properly introduced 
are permitted. But we were foreigners, and Englifhmen; the 
rule therefore was politely difpenfed with, and we were received 
with marks of attention and civility highly gratifying to us. 

We have, however, to lament that we could not pay more 
attention to a place that gave birth to Palladio, and where fome 
of the beft fpecimens of his fkill in architecture are to be found. 

From Vicenza we paffed through a fertile country to Monte 
Bello, and from thence to Caldiero, at each place changing 
horfes, and by noon entered the celebrated city of Verona, and 
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found there remnants of antiquity that fully juftificd all we had 
been told of it. The fine marble amphitheatre is in excellent 
prefervation, and gives a clear conception of the order and 
arrangement that was preferved at thofe public exhibitions, 
where fuch multitudes of people were afTembled. This amphi¬ 
theatre is faid to be lefs than the Colyfaeum at Rome, but much 
more perfedt. It is capable of containing twenty-two thoufand 
and eighty-four fpeedators, all of whom could eafily furvey the 
arena or fpace where the gladiators engaged with each other, or 
with wild beads. 

The river Adige runs through this city, over which are four 
handfome done bridges. The dreets in general arc narrow, 
but that called II Corfo is long and fpacious; in this dreet 
during the carnival are races for liorfes and footmen. We alfo 
were fhown two gateways, which our ciceroni adiired us were 
ancient triumphal arches; one certainly was not, and I have 
reafon, from fubfequent information, to believe that the other 
has no claim to that title. 

From the walls of the city we had an extendve view of the 
furrounding country. The plain extending for three miles, 
and fkirted by ridng ground, had lately been the feene of fome 
gallant a&ions between the Audrians and French: the former 
with only dxteen thoufand men engaged the latter drongly 
poded on the heights with forty-five thoufand men. The inha¬ 
bitants on the walls anxioudy beheld the combat. Towards the 
clofe of the day a ceflation of hodilities took place; the Vero- 
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nefe, fearing that their friends were in danger, could no longer 
be retrained, but infilled on being led to their afliftance; the" 
Governor complied with their wifhes, and marched with them 
to the Auftrian camp. When the day broke, and the French 
difcovered the numerous reinforcement that appeared on the 
fide of their enemy, they retreated with precipitation to the 
diftance of feven or eight miles from the field of battle, ima¬ 
gining that the undifeiplined troops would retreat to the city, 
which they did. But at this eventful moment a large body of 
Auftrians troops from Vicenza and Venice arrived, and chang¬ 
ing the face of affairs, the French were again beaten. They 
then attempted by a manoeuvre to regain the city before the 
Auftrians, but were once more foiled by them; for the Im- 
perialifts, being aware of their defign, had loaded large and 
heavy barges with ftones, and letting them adrift, they fell 
down the river with fuch rapidity, that ftriking the piles of a 
temporary bridge the French were obliged to pals, it gave way, 
and thus flopped their career. Many were drowned, and thofe 
who had already paffed over were either taken or killed, and 
the reft of the army retreated. 

In this city the celebrated Paul Veronefe was born, and many 
of his fine paintings are to be feen in the churches and public 
buildings. Here alfo we were fhewn fome curious petrifac¬ 
tions of fifh which are found at Monte Bofco: we bought 
feveral fpecimens which reprefen t the fifh in a very perfeeft 
ftate, even the bones and feales being vifible; they are found 
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in a foft white loamy lionc. Befides thefe, crabs and oytiers 
are alfo found in a fimilar Hate. 

From Verona we journeyed for eleven miles through a rich 
and well cultivated country to the little town of Caftel Nuovo, 
where there was nothing to arrcll our attention. 

The next place we came to was Pefchiera, a ftrong fortrcfs 
on the tide of Lago di Garda; it commands a pafs from the 
province of Brefcia into the Veronefe. When the Autlrians 
were on their march from Brefcia the French retreated from 
this fortrefs to Mantua, breaking down part of the bridge and 
deftroying the road in their rear, which we found tlill in fo bad 
a Bate as to be hardly pallable. 

From hence our road lay on the margin of the lake to Do 
fenzano, a fmall town delightfully fituated on the fouthern tide 
of it. Being a fall-day we dined on a large trout juft taken 
from the lake. From the windows of our dining-room we had 
a view of this beautiful ftieet of water, which is thirty-five 
miles long and twelve broad. At ihe furtheft extremity we 
beheld the majeftic fummits of the Alps rifmg as it were out 
of the bofom of the lake. Monte Baldo, a barren mountain, 
whofe rugged Tides overhang the eallern margin of the lake, 
oppofed to the fofter beauties of the wetlern fide, formed 
altogether an enchanting picture. In the evening we walked 
for about two miles along the thore through fome delightful 
meadows. The weather was foft and plcafant, and a light breeze 
juft ferved to ruffle the furface of the water, and fill the fails 
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of the boats that were conveying merchandile from one town 
to another. Some tall poplars ornamented this quarter; and 
from hence I took the drawing which reprefents the narrow 
part of the lake towards Monte Baldo, with a fmall town or 
village at the foot of it. A promontory of land, that from this 
point of view had the appearance of an ifland, on which were 
fome buildings with a chapel and fortrefs, added much to the 
pidlurefque effect of the fcene. 

« 

We now retraced our fteps to Caftel Nuovo; from hence 
we pafled over a rugged and difagreeable by-road to Rover- 
bello; and having eroded the Mincio, c early in the after¬ 
noon we reached Mantua. This city, fituated in the middle 
of a fwampy lake, has been the object of fevere contefts be¬ 
tween the French and Auftrians in the courfe of this war. 
Bonaparte, after a liege of many months, during which he loft 
a great number of men from ficknefs, took it by capitulation, 
the garrifon being reduced to the laft extremity by famine. 

At the time of our vifit it had juft pafled into the hands of 
the Imperialifts, who in a few weeks retook it, advancing their 
works with aftonifhing rapidity to within feventy paces of the 
horn-work that defended the caufeway; from whence the 


c When arrived at the banks of this river, Virgil's beautiful lines ft rack us as peculiarly deferiptive. 
“ Tardis ingens ubi flexibus errat 

* Mincius, et tenera prsetexit arandine ripas." 

Vihg. Georg, lib. 3. 

Where Mincio’s ftream meand’ring flowly feeds 
Around bis ample fhores the tender reed9. 
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French were foon driven, and a breach being made in the 
walls of the town, and an cfcalade refolved on, the befteged 
were induced to capitulate. As we pafled the caufeway the 
artificers of the army were bufily employed in filling up the 
ditches^and deftroying the works they had made in their late 
ftege, and alfo in rebuilding that part of the wall that had been 
battered down. 

We put up at the Royal Auberge, which well deferves the 
name, as it has more the appearance of a palace than an inn. 
You did not enjoy the fumptuous apartments without paying 
well for them. We found it the moft extravagant inn we met 
with on this tour. The ftreets of Mantua are in general fj:>a- 
cious, ftraight, and adorned with handfome edifices. The cathe¬ 
dral, built by Giulio Romano, d is a fpacious building; many of 
the paintings in it are alfo by the fame matter. The caftle, or 
ducal palace, has alfo fome capital pictures by Annibale Ca- 
racci, Palma, and one by Titian; the ceiling is by Giulio 
Romano. At the palace di The (named fo from its being 
formed like the letter T) we faw fome frefco paintings of 
Giulio Romano, who alfo gave the plan for this palace: the 
two moft remarkable are, the fall of Phaeton, and Jupiter’s 
victory over the Titans; the figures of the latter being larger 
than life, have a terrific appearance. In the court-yard of this 

<• This celebrated painter and architect was interred in the church of St. Barnabas in Mantua; but 
by the alterations that have fince taken place in the edifice, the exaft place where lie lies is unknown. 
His houfe was oppofite to the church. It will be remembered by my readers, that honourable mention 
is made of him by our great dramatic poet Shahcl'peure; fee Winter’s Tale, aft v. 
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palace we Taw a large train of artillery, of various forms, and 
different kinds of compofition. We learned they were cap¬ 
tured from the French, and confifted of a medley they had 
picked up in their various depredations. Some large pieces of 
ordnance attracted our attention, from the colour of the metal, 
and the fimplicity of their appearance, being turned quite plain, 
without any ornament. We found they were compofed of 
bell-metal, in which there feemed to be a large proportion of 
filvcr. 

It is in the rccolle&ion of every one, that, at the commence¬ 
ment of the French revolution, the bells of all the churches in 
France were put in requisition, and melted down for the fervice 
of the Republic; and thefe were fome of them. I fhould 
imagine the noife they make when fired, muft be greater 
than thofe of brafs, which exceed iron guns in a fharp ring¬ 
ing found that follows the explofion. There were alfo fome 
beautiful pieces of more ancient ordnance from Lucca and 
other places. 

In the evening we went to the theatre, which is handfome, 
and better lighted than is generally the cafe in Italy, and the 
performance was good. 

From Mantua we proceeded through a fertile country till we 
arrived at the banks of the Po, which we crofled. over in the 
fame manner as before in our road from Ferrara to Padua. 
The contrivance is ingenious, and peculiarly eafy and expe¬ 
ditious. Two large flat boats are fattened together, on which 
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a firm deck is laid; on the fore part is a beam erected on two 
poles, from whence a ftrong rope is extended into the centre of 
the river, and there fixed. Small canoes with fhort mails arc 
placed 1 at certain diftances along the line to keep it clear of the 
water. When the paflTengers are all embarked the ferryman 
unhooks the fide, and gives it a gentle motion with his pole, 
at the fame time fhifting the helm; the current of the river 
then contributes t:o aid its motion, and it lwings over like a 
pendulum, with its head ftill to the ftream, till it reaches the 
other fide, where it is again fattened, and the paflengers, horfes, 
and carriages, are difembarked without any difficulty. When 
it returns the helm is again jfhifted, and the rope brought to 
the oppofite fide of the beam. 

At the neat little town of Carpi we dined, and from thence 
patting through Modena, and by the fortrefs of Fort Urbino, 
we arrived once more at the St. Marco in Bologna, a houfe 
whofe afptett: is not lo good as the entertainment, which is 
excellent. 

The city of Bologna is remarkably ttriking in its appearance; 
almott all the public ttreets are accommodated with covered 
walks, with handfomc though heavy corridorcs. The Afinclli 
tower, from its vaft height, riling out of the centre of the city, 
gives a peculiar appearance to the city when feen from a dis¬ 
tance. The buildings in general arc not celebrated for beauty; 
but Bologna boafts of the fineft collc&ion of paintings of anv 
city in Italy, Rome only excepted. The Caraecis have contri- 
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buted by their excellent paintings, and thofe of their fcholars, 
to enrich the collections in this city. 

From Bologna we retraced our fteps up the Appenines, and 
this time breakfafted and changed horfes at Pianoro, and were 
well pleafed with the civility of our hoft, and profited much by 
the advice he gave us concerning the impofitions of the people 
at the poft-houfes up the mountain, who frequently endea¬ 
voured to make us take more horfes, and even bullocks, to 

* 

drag our light carriage, where there was no neceflity for it. 
On our journey we met part of the French army which had 
furrendcred to the Auftrians, and were on their march under 
an efcort to Mantua. 

At Pietra Mala we left our carriage, and, accompanied by a 
guide, walked over fome rough road for about a mile, to view 
the curious volcano, which, it is faid, has never increafed be¬ 
yond its prefent bounds. The fpace it occupies, in the middle 
of a large open meadow, is about thirty paces in circumference; 
the ground within that circle has the appearance of burnt clay. 
From fmall chafms or cracks the flame rifes,' but it never ex¬ 
plodes or throws up lava like the volcanos of iEtna and Vefu- 
vius. A remarkable circumftance attends this flame: in heavy 
rains it rifes to a great height, and blazes with redoubled fury; 
but a ftrong wind damps its ardour, and for a time it appears 
extinguifhed. The country people, as well as travellers, fre¬ 
quently roaft eggs or potatoes, and boil water by the flame; 
the ground near it appears to be hollow when ftruck with the 
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foot, but it is not warm except at the figures. Sometimes the 
chafms clofe, and new ones open, but never extend beyond the 
circumference abovementioned. 

From hence we again fet forward and readied our former 
lodgings at Cubillario. On the road this day a large maftiff 
jumped into the carriage, and feemed to carefs us with lingular 
marks of fondnefs. At Cubillario the fervant informed us lhe 
remembered the fame dog attending the French army on its 
march to Rome; probably it had loft its mafter, and was refolved 
to ingratiate itfelf with the firft it met. We palled this night 
at Cubillario, where we met with fome Auftrian officers who 
feemed well pleafed to enter into converfation with Englishmen. 

From hence, at an early hour, we let off for Florence. In 
our defeent dowrf the mountain we were particularly ftruck 
with the appearance of that beautiful city; the river Arno 
winding and extending itfelf through a rich and well cultivated 
country, abounding with beautiful villas and romantic Situations, 
and the plains covered with tall trees of various descriptions, 
and large groves of olives, whofe deep green contrafted with 
the livelier tints of the vine, gave a peculiarly pleafing appear¬ 
ance to the landfcape. 

On re-entering Tufcany we could not avoid remarking the 
Superior neatnefs and joyous countenances of the people con¬ 
trafted with the inhabitants of the Eccleliaftic States. In the 
latter, beggary, idlenefs, and difeontent, feemed to reign. 
One caufe of this indeed might be attributed to the uncertain 
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Rate of their affairs, having as yet no regular government efia- 
hlifhcd. \ he Auflrians at prelent were mafters of it, but the 
event ftill hung doubtful in the fcale of fortune. 

On our arrival at Florence we learned that Rome had not 
yet furrendcred; we therefore paffed another week very agree¬ 
ably in viewing the curiofities of the town and neighbourhood, 
and in the fociety of feveral agreeable people to whom we were 
introduced by the kindnefs of the ambaflador. Among others 
we dined at a pleafant villa belonging to Signor t)onato Orfi, a 
rich and loyal banker of Florence. The villa is about two miles 
out of town, and, being on a rifing ground, commands an ex- 
tenfive and beautiful view of the furrounding country: but 
what renders it moR celebrated is, that it was once the pro¬ 
perty and favourite rcfidcnce of the celebrated Machiavel. 

Another time we paffed the day at a Carthufian monaRery, a 
few miles out of the city. The manfion, which is fpacious and 
commodious, is built on an eminence overlooking a fmall and 
rapid river in which are found, many rare Rones and pebbles 
which, when cut, make excellent feals. An extenfive garden 
furrounds the building, and is guarded by a high wall beyond 
which the monks never go. Their habit is wdiitc, and their 
heads clofe fhaven: the rules of their houfe are very ffricSF; as, 
except on particular occafions, they never convcrfe. The prior 
and a friar, who was brother to an abbate that accompanied us, 
received us with much hofpitality; and appeared to enjoy the 
privilege of converfation, and amply made up for their general 
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taciturnity. In our walks about the houfc and gardens we met 
feveral of the monks with their cowls drawn over their heads, 
and feemingly intent on their devotional meditations. 

To examine the arts and manufactures of Florence demanded 
more time than we could afford; but among thofe we faw, the 
manufactory of inlaid marble demands fome notice. It was 
eftablifhed by the Grand Duke, and is carried on entirely at 
his expence. The marble is cut. into thin pieces, and arranged 
in feparate compartments according to their colour and fhade; 
they are then cut into the fhape required, and curioufly fitted 
together on a table of flate. In this manner pictures are copied 
with the greatefl cxactncfs, and with confiderable effect, The 
mode of cutting it is by a copper wire trained on a bow, on 
which a little oil and emery is put, and with this it is con¬ 
tinually moiflened. 

The manufacture of alabaflcr, by Pifani, is well worth feeing. 
Here are copies of the moft celebrated ftatues, and vafes of 
different fizes clofely imitated, and finely executed: they are 
fold very reafonable. 

The Studio, where youth are inftructed in drawing, fculpture, 
and architecture, owes its foundation to the munificence of the 
Grand Duke. We alio vifited Siguor Raphael Morghen, who 
is efteemed the firft engraver in Italy. He was at this time 
putting the finifhing firokc to an engraving of the Laft 
Supper, from a painting by Raffaele, which has fince been 
publifhed. 
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The mountains furrounding Florence are in general quar¬ 
ries of the fineft marble, ufeful both for ftatues and archi¬ 
tecture. 

Being one evening attracted by the beautiful appearance of 
fome tranfparent vafes in a newly opened {hop in the ftreet 
Maggio, we entered it, and, while admiring the exquifite work- 
manfhip of the alabafter ftatues and vafes, our attention was 
called off by a tall venerable figure of a man with long grey 
locks flowing down his fhoulders, and wrapped in a loofc robe. 
On inquiry, we found he was a Swifs gentleman who lodged 
in the houfe. Our appearance alfo announced our being 
foreigners, and he imagined Englifhmen. He addrefled us in 
our own tongue with confiderable elegance, and faid he was too 
old to ftir out himfelf, but begged the favour of our coming to 
him; which in a few days after we did, and were much enter¬ 
tained by his converfation. He told us his name was Vall- 
travers; that formerly when in the height of his fortune and 
health, he had vifited England for a confiderable time; that he 
had an efiate there, but by the fraud of his agent he could 
neither receive the income of it or fell it; that the troubles in 
Switzerland had driven him to take refuge at Florence, with the 
wreck of his fortune, attended by his niece. His age was eighty 
and upwards, and he faid he was a Fellow of the Royal Society. 
He prefented me with a trad he had written and publifhed in 
England in 1786 on the practicability of difeovering a northern 
paflage between the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. This opinion 
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indeed was fo ftrong in the mind of the old gentleman that his 
difcourfe frequently turned on it. 

The time now approached when we were obliged to take 
leave of a city where we had palled fcveral weeks fo much to 
our fatisfa< 5 lion. An account arrived that the Foudroyant had 
brought the King of Sardinia' to Leghorn; and thither wc pro¬ 
ceeded in order to join our refpc&ive Ihips. But, on our reach¬ 
ing that place, we had the mortification to learn that both the 
Minotaur and Swiftfure had failed for Minorca. We were, 
however, introduced by Captain Sir Edward Berry to Captain 
Campbell of his Majelly’s frigate Santa Terefa, who offered us 
a palfage thither. 

Leghorn is an open port, by which means its trade has 
flourifhed for a long time, and Hill continues to do fo, notwith- 
ftanding the unfettled hate of affairs in the neighbourhood, and 
the leveral changes of mailers it has itfelf lately experienced. 

It was confidently reported when we were there, that at the 
time it fell into the power of the French, the Jews were infixu- 
mental in producing that event. It is well known that the 
French had held out great immunities to them, and their grati- 


* This unfortunate monarch had experienced the rood cruel treatment from the French in requital 
for his making no oppofition to them. When they compelled him to quit his kingdom and retreat to 
Sardinia, their malice dill purfued him: no fooner had he failed in a fmall unarmed veil'd from Leghorn 
than feme privateers immediately got under weigh to intercept him in his pallhge. Fortunately the Mi¬ 
notaur was on the flation: Captain Louis, the moment he perceived their villanous intention, (of which 
too, it is faid, he had received fome private intimation,) refolved to convoy the unfortunate prince to 
his now lad retreat; and he had the fatisfa&ion of prtfetving him from the word of mi.-fortunes, by 
feeing him in fafety to Sardinia. 
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tude has been proportionate. The hope of reaflembling as a 
nation, and perhaps replacing themfelves in the land of their 
forefathers, alfo ftimulates them to do all they can for thofe 
who have promifed to win the land of Judea for them. 

The city is fortified, particularly on the land fide, which is 
well defended by ftrong ramparts and bafiions; the ditches are 
broad, deep, and filled with water. The extent of the town is 
about two miles in circumference: canals communicate with 
the Arno, and convey merchandife through it from Pifa and 
Florence into the Mole. 

The firfi approach to Leghorn from the fea is particularly 
pleafing, from the picfiurefque appearance of the buildings. You 
firfi enter the outer harbour, which is capable of holding 
frigates and large merchantmen; but there is not depth of water 
for fhips of the line. By a narrow paflage, defended on both 
tides by a caftle and pier-head, and a chain acrofs, you enter 
the inner mole, where galleys and fmaller veflels receive or 
deliver their goods. On landing the eye is ftruck with a mag¬ 
nificent marble fiatue of Ferdinand the firfi duke of Florence, 
with four flaves in bronze, chained at his feet. At the time I 
am fpcaking of, the iron rails were under repair; the French 
having removed them, as they intended alfo to have taken 

awav the fiatue. 

✓ 

The ftreets of Leghorn are ftraight and fpacious, and the 
houfes lofty and well built. A handfome piazza or fquare is 
in the centre of the town, which alfo ferves as a market-place. 
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The- coral manufactory is worth feeing; it is exclufively in 
the hands of the Jews. The Englifh factory, however, have 
the principal lead in commercial affairs. 

P^rt of the city, through which the canal glides, reminded us 
of Venice; and we found that diftriCt to bear the name of 
Venezia Nuova. 

The lazaretto is a large handfome building at fome diflance 
without the walls. About three leagues from the fliore is a 
lighthoufe built’on a reef of rocks called the Malore, within 
which is the road where men of war anchored, but they arc 
quite expofed to the fury of the winds, which fometimes blow r 
flrong gales on this coaft. At Leghorn I met my old acquaint¬ 
ance Lieutenant Parker, who was bound for England with dis¬ 
patches from Lord Nelfon and the King of Sardinia. I mention 
this circumftance, as it was the laft time I faw that gallant 
young man, who has fince fallen glorioufly in his country’s 
fervice. 




CHAPTER XIII. 


Son gi k lk dove il mar fra terra inonda, 

Per via ch’ esser. d’ Alcide opra si finse, 

E Torse b ver, ch’ una continua sponda 
Fosse, ch’ a)ta ruina in due distinse. 

Passovir a forga l’oceano, e l'onda 
Abila quinci, e quindi calpe spinse. 

Spanga, e Libia partio con foce angusta: 

Tante mutar pud lunga et4 vetusta. Tasso, canto 15. 


On the 23d of September we embarked on board the Santa 
Terefa frigate, and foon after got under weigh for Minorca. 
On the % 36th we pafled a convoy from Leghorn under the care 
of the Mermaid, Captain Oliver. Mr. Erikine, commiflaiy- 
general to the Britifh army, was on board, having been to 
Tufcany to purchafe cattle for the garrifon at Minorca. 

On Sunday the 29th we defcried the ifland we were bound 
to, and in the evening worked into the harbour of Mahon, after 
a pleafent voyage, rendered more io by the friendly attention 
we met with from Captain Campbell. As we entered the har¬ 
bour at night, we could not form any idea of its excellence, 
though, frqm the height of the land on each fide, we were 
pretty well allured it rauft be a fafe one When once entered. 
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As we pafled tile barracks at George Town, the lights in the 
windows made it appear clofe to us; and on the other fide the 
high white walls of the lazaretto teemed equally near. We 
learned the next morning that the Minotaur had returned to 
Palermo, and that the Swiftfure had failed for Gibraltar; my 
friend therefore re-embarked in another frigate for Sicily, and 
I remained to wait an opportunity )f rejoining my Ihip. 

In the mean time I took up my refidence ( %*ritli my friend 
Brigadier-General Stuart, who introduced me the fame day to 
the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir James Erfidne Sinclair. 

The appearance of the town of Mahon is very 1 remarkable; 
it is fituated on an eminence at the further end of the harbour, 
and on the water s edge are a range of florehoufes f , by the fide 
of which the. merchants fhips are anchored. Oppofite to the 
town, on a low flat point of land, is the dock-yard. There is 
fuch depth of water near the wharf that a fhip of the line may 
be brought clofe alongfide it, and b( hove down without diffi¬ 
culty. There being little or no tiuj here, they have no dry 
dock. The town of Mahon is very irregularly built, and the 
rtreets are uneven and fteep. There are two large churches, 
and fevcral fmaller. The annexed view will give a pretty ac¬ 
curate idea of the principal fquare, or grand place, where the 
guard is mounted: on the right is the cathedral, a plain 
unadorned flru&ure: in front, the building with corridors is 

• 1 f * 

1 The ftoreboufe* to the weftwatd belong to the rojal dock, in which ere Xept nyval ftwes th*t can 
oafily be tnrafported acroft the water to the dock-yard. .' J ■ 
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the town-houfe; on the left of which are a convent, the 
biftiop’s palace, and the guard-houfe. This place is the 
general refort of the higher order of Ae inhabitants, and of 
the’officers of the garrifon. The ftreets being pitched with 
fharp ftones, are very inconvenient to walkers; but the houfes 
are in general ropmy and handfome. About two miles to the 
fouthward of Mahon is George Town, entirely inhabited by the 
military. Here is a handfome barrack, in which at this time 
the s8th and 90th regiments were quartered. About half a 
mile beyond, is Fort George, formerly Fort St. Philip, in which 
the 8th regiment and a party of artillery were now quartered 
under the command of Colonel Drummond. I was furprifed to 
J|d, indead of the ftrong caftle I had heard of, nothing but a vaft 
heap of ruins; and the caufe of this only added to my furprife. 
When the Spaniards, with the help of the French, took this 
caftle the latter end of the laft war, being apprehenfive that, 
notwithftanding the ftrength of the place, it might be recaptured 
by us at a future day, they blew up the citadel and deftroyed 
the works. The fpacious bomb-proofs, capable of containing 
an army, were, alfo involved in the general deftru&ion. A 
greater compliment could not be paid by an enemy than this 
action offered to the character of Britifh enterprife. How¬ 
ever, during the fhort time it has been in our power, much has 
been done to render it again ferviceable; many of the bomb- 
proofs have teen cleared of the rubbifti that had fallen into 
them; and though the caftle is no more, ftrong walls and bat- 
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teties are erected, and the whole begins to offer a refpe&able 
appearance of defence. Some temporary barracks have been 
run up; but many of the officers at this time preferred remain¬ 
ing in their tents. 

The roads in Minorca are rough and ftony: the whole 
ifland indeed prefents a barren prolped: of cocks, covered in 
fome places with a thin foil, which, by the induftry of the in¬ 
habitants, produces tolerable corn. The gullies, or fmall valleys, 
where the foil is deeper, by the frequent accumulation Wafhed 
into them by torrents of rain, are fertile, and bear excellent 
vegetables. They are alfo planted with fig-trees and vines. 

The harbour of Miahon is perhaps the befl in the wtorld, be* 
ing capable of holding a great number of fhips, and havirij 
depth of water for the largeft man of war to ride in perfect 
fafety. It is landlocked on all fides with numerous coves, in 
which the merchantmen are brought clofe to the fhore, while 
the rocky crags rifing perpendicularly from the water’s edge, 
are 'high enough to fhelter them from the heavieft gales. In 
the centre of the harbour, on an elevated ifland, is the naval 
hofpital, admirably Calculated for the health and convenience of 
the invalids. 

On the weftern fide of the bay, not far from Fort Philipet, 
and nearly oppofite to Fort George, is the lazaretto. It was built 
by the Spaniards fince the laft war at considerable expence. It 
is now made ufe of as a barrack, in which the regiment of 
De Rolle, and Brigadier-General Stuart’s regiment of foreigners 



are quartered. The former regiment was at this time com¬ 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Baron Durler, who was one of 
thofe unfortunate Swifs officers whofe troops were barbaroufly 
murdered at the beginning of the French revolution in an 
ineffectual attempt to defend their fovereign from the attacks 
of a lawlefs mob. He, at that time, very narrowly efcaped the 
general maflacre, and as he was • making towards the national 
altembly was twice in danger from the bayonets of the in- 
furgents. 

Brigadier-General Stuart’s® regiment confided of twelve hun¬ 
dred foreigners, moft of them Germans; fome of tliefe were 
part of the Swifs regiment that ferved under the Spanifh 
government when the ifland fell into our hands; many of them 

, * Brigadier-General John Lucey Stuart is defcended from an ancient family in Scotland* a branch of 

which fettled in America. At the breaking out of (be unhappy war between the colonies and the 
mother country his family decidedly embraced the fide of loyalty, and in confequence fuffered fe,vere 
hardships, and the lofs of a large property.. The fubjeft of the prefent article entered at an early age. 
into the army. In one of the aftions fought during that war, he being then an enfign in the Guards, 
was (hot through the thigh, of which wourfd he hardly recovered when he was again called into aftive 
fervice. At the commencement of the prefent war he accompanied the Duke of York into Holland, 
and was foon after raifed to the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and then colonel in the army. Early in 1796 
he accompanied General the Honourable Charles Stuart to Llfbon, with the rank of brigadier-general, 
and had the command of a brigade compofed of foreign regiments, which, by bis knowledge of the 
continental languages, he ably conducted. In 1798 he again ferved under the fame general at the con- 
queft of Minorca j and fince that accompanied the ever to be regretted General Sir Ralph Abercromby 
to Egypt, where his conduct at the head of .the foreign brigade is mentioned in terras of high approba¬ 
tion by General Hutchinfon in his account of the fevere adtion fought before Alexandria on the 31ft of 
March 1801. His words are: " Brigadier-General Stuart and the foreign brigade fupported the referve 
with much promptnefs and fpirit. Indeed it is but juftice to this corps to fay, that they have on all 
occafions endeavoured to emulate the zeal and fpirit exhibited by the Britifli troops, and have perfe&Iy 


fucceeded." 



were men who had been taken by the French in Piedmont and 
Italy, and after undergoing fevere confinement, and a variety 
of ill treatment, were induced to confent to be transferred to 
the Spaniards, by whom it is faid they wc»e bought from the 
French. In their paflage they were taken by fome of our 
criiizers and brought to Minorca, when they gladly accepted 
the offer of being inrolled in the Britifh army: they were in a 
date of the utmoft wretchednefs when taken, naked, and almoft 
ftarved. Being excellent foldiers, and in general remarkably 
well-fhaped and ftrong men, they were at that time a great 
acquifition to our army. Their fubfequent conduct in Egypt 
has fully juftified the good opinion of them whidi I have often 
heard exprefled by the brigadier-general. 

In an evening the band of this regiment played under the 
walls of the lazaretto, on the margin of the bay. During the 
moon-light nights the efifefit was perfe&ly delightful; the even¬ 
ings at this time were calm and ferene, the water as fmooth as 
glafs; over its furface numerous fmall boats were constantly 
gliding along with confiderable velocity. On the oppofite ftiore 
was dimly feen the barrack at George Town; and in the coves 
the tall mafts of the merchant fhips juft peeping above the land. 

In the town of Mahon feveral regiments were ftationed under 
the command of Brigadier-General Oakes; to whofe acquaint¬ 
ance I had the honour of being introduced. 11 Having the 

‘ In addition to the high military talents of this officer, his attainments and accompltdied manners 
add a pleating feature to the ch a rafter of the gallant foldier. Being a proficient in mufic hirufelf, he 
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pleafure alfo of being recognifed by fome officers of the 58th 
regiment who ferved in the Weft Indies while I was on the ex¬ 
pedition under the Earl of St. Vincent, my ftay in the ifland 
was rendered very pleafant; and in their fociety I made feveral 
excursions to different parts of the ifland. 

The common mode of conveyance in Minorca is on mules 
and afles, though there are alfo many horfes kept; but the former 
are generally more furefooted on the rocky roads. The afs, 
here called Boreco, is of a large kind, and rendered by good 
keep and care in its management very tra&able, and is a much 
handfomer animal than thofe of England. The mule of Minorca 
is alfo very handfome, and often is found of an extraordinary 
fize; I have feen a grey one that meafured full fixteen hands 
high. The Honourable Colonel Paget of the a 8 th regiment 
had one of peculiar elegance in fhape and colour, and of re¬ 
markable activity, but not of the largeft fize. There are plenty 
of partridges on the ifland, which afforded good fport to our 
officers. The heat during the fummer is very oppreffive, 
and frequently proves fatal to new comers. The troops 
lately encamped under the command of Brigadier-General 
Stuart, had loft many men by ficknefs. In the autumn and 


arranged and dire&ed the mufical entertainments that were fometimes performed at this place. At his 
own boufe he held a weekly meeting, where the principal officers, and others, were hofpitably enter* 
tabled and amufed with a concert of inftrumental mufic. 

In one of the hard fought battles on the ffiores of Egypt tinder the lamented Abercromby, General 
Oakes was feverely wounded; and General Moore, who was near him, received a muiket-ball at die 
lame time: happily both thefe officers have recovered. 
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winter, the fudden tranfition from extreme heat to fharp cold 
weather is very prejudicial to Englifhmen, who feldom take 
thofe precautions that almofl all foreigners do, to vary their 
drefs accordingly. The habit of the Minorquin women is-very 
remarkable, and differs more from modern Europeans than any 
I had feen. At firft landing I miffook the women for nuns 
of the mendicant order. They are long waifted, and wear a 
piece of muflin, and fometimes black crape, under their chins, 
which, rifing up on each fide the face, joins a handkerchief 
drawn tight acrofs the forehead; over this they have a large 
piece of muflin, which extends from the top of the head down¬ 
wards like a cloak. Some of them wear red mantles lappelled, 
and joined at the back with yellow ribband; below this, their 
hair, which is tied clofe to the head, is fuffered to hang loofe 
in form and quantity like a horfe’s tail. 

Their petticoats reach but a little below the knee, of courfe 
they are remarkably attentive to the decorations of their legs 
and feet, which are univerfally, from the higheft to the loweft, 
clothed in clean white ftockings and neat round-toed fhoes. 
The Minorquin ladies, it is faid, with much to adopt the more 
elegant drefs of the Englifh, but either from fome jealous 
fancy, or a regard to the ancient cofiume of their country, the 
men will not permit it. The men, indeed, have accommodated 
themfelves to the more modem fafhions, and have nothing very 
particular in their appearance, except the priefis, whofe immenfe 
flapped beavers overfhadow them like an umbrella. 
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The annexed drawing represents the mode of making butter 
in this country. The dairy woman is Standing under a died, 
and holding by two pegs in the wall to Steady herfelf, while with 
one foot naked She damps in a tub of cream till it becomes 
butter. Two ladies and a pried are on the right; a country¬ 
man, in the ufual drefs of the pea Ian ts of Minorca, is returning 
from work. The didant view will give Some idea of the general 
afpedt of the country. The fences are low done walls: at a 
didance rifes Mount Toro, which is Seen from e\cry part of 
the idand. 

At Fort George I had an opportunity of oblerving the me¬ 
thod purfued by the natives to condrudt: an arch. The procefs 
is Simple and curious. The workmen were employed in build¬ 
ing a bomb-proof magazine, and at this time were forming the 
arched roof. Though the Span of tne arch could not be lefs 
than fifteen or fixteen feet, yet they had no wooden centre to 
work upon. 

TJ ic dones being accurately cut for the purpofe, one of them 
is placed on the wall from whence the arch is to Spring, and 
kept in that dation by a prop; it is then carefully fitted and 
pointed with mortar. A Small hole is left on the. upper fide, 
into which a competition called guidt (Something Similar to 
plaider of Paris, but infinitely more cohefive) is poured, which 
penetrating into every vacant Space, almod indantly hardens, 
and the done becomes fixed. 

They then remove the prop and proceed to place the next 


Z M 
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Hone, and in like manner make it fail:, till the arcli is finifhed 
on each fide, when the key-ftone completes and fecures the 
whole. 

The Hone ufed for building is very white and foft when *firfl 
taken from the quarry, but foon hardens from expofure to the 
air. The guifli is found in great plenty in pits, and is a kind 
of grey gypfum. 

It may here be agreeable to the reader to learn fomc of the 
events that occurred at the capture of the ifland. The army, 
under the command of General the Honourable Charles Stuart, 
failed from Gibraltar under convoy of the Leviathan having the 
broad pendant of Commodore Duckworth on board, and the 
Centaur, commanded by Captain Markham, with a few legates 
and fmaller veffcls; and on the 7th of November 1 798 they arrived 
off the Bay of Fournelles, on the northern fide of the ifland. But 
the wind blowing Hxong out of that bay, the commanders of 
the expedition determined to attempt a landing at another 
place. The fleet accordingly flood towards Adaia. The en¬ 
trance of the harbour is narrow and difficult; it was defended 
by a four* gun battery, which fired one fliot as the Argo frigate 
led in. The enemy, intimidated at the boldnc.fs of the attempt, 
inftantly fled, previoufly blowing up the magazine. The troops 
then landed: the 28th regiment, under Colonel Paget, firfl: 
gained the heights, and attacked the enemy. They feemed irre- 
folute in their conduct, and, on his pufhing forward, retreated 
with expedition acrofs a valley, and halted on a hill on the 
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other fide. The enemy now made their appearance from 
another quarter in great force; and one divifion marched to¬ 
wards the fort above mentioned, but were compelled to retreat 
by. a heavy cannonade from the men of war covering the land¬ 
ing. By fix in the evening all the troops were landed, and 
immediately marched in purfuit of the enemy, who, by their 
knowledge' of the roads, retreated fader than the v could he 
followed. Some feamen being landed, under the command of 
Lieutenant Buchanan, to drag the cannon, performed their work 
in a dark night, and through the word of roads, in a manner 
that excited the furprife of the army, and gained them the 
greatell credit. The Commodore in the mean time had taken 
pofleffion of the Bay of Fournelles, and with the marines of 
the licet had garrifoned two of the forts at the entrance, which 
the enemy had evacuated. 

The army proceeding along a broken and hazardous road, 
which led round the hill of Mount Toro, at length arrived at 
Mercadal. The obftacles they had to overcome were inch as 
mult reflect much dilhonour on the enemy who permitted them 
to proceed; but Britilh intrepidity was not to be daunted by 
difficulties, and the army puflied on through a moll rugged 
country, till they came in light of Ciudadella,’ into which city 


1 Ciudailf in was fotmcily tin- capital of Minorca: but tin; Knglith, when it foil into tln ir hands, for 
the convenience of the harbour, removed the. teat ol government and ot comim tee to Mahon, where- it 
has remained ever finer. Ciuda tclhi is furrounded with an ancient high wall, and tome modern ballum* 
atid fortifications have been added to it. 
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the Spaniards had concentred all their flrcngth in expectation 
of receiving reinforcements from Majorca. 

In the mean time, on the 14th, Commodore Duckworth 
having received intelligence from General Stuart that four 
fhips of the line were feen between the illands of Majorca and 
Minorca, put to lea immediately with two {hips of the line, a 
forty-four gun (hip, and three armed tranfports, and hood 
towards Ciudadclla. Great part of the crews were at this time 
on duty on fhorc. Early the following morning, being off 
Ciudadclla, the enemy’s fleet, confifling of five fail, were feen 
from the maft-hcad fleering For that place. The Commodore 
made the fignal for a general chacc, the enemy at the fame 
time hauling his wind for Majorca. At noon the fhips were 
made out by our fquadron to be four large frigates and a floop 
of war. The Argo was difpatched after the latter, which kept 
her windh The Commodore not choohng to leave the coah 

4 It is difagreenble to be obliged to bear teftimony To Often even againft an enemy. But truth de¬ 
mand^ it. When it lias been the misfoituno of our teamen to fall into the hands of tin.ir enemies, 
whether French or Spaniards, they have met with the levered ill treatment, almufl w ithont an exception. 
The oftuers indeed, in dune few indances, have been treated tolerably, but the men have bee.n given U I> 
to plutidci and ill ufage. Admital Duckworth rteeived an additional proof of this in a lettei from 
Captain Bowen of the Argo, who had been dilpatelnd after tie Spanilli brig as above related. Captain 
Bowen dated that the brig proved to be the Teterell, captured the day belore by four Spanilli digates,. 
She was now commanded by Don Antonio Franco (Ir.mdada, frond captain of the Spnnifli digate 
Flora. He further informed the Admiral that the Spauiaids behaved very ill both to the olKccrs and 
new of tin Pclcrtll, having robbed and plundered them of every tiling. One of the pool fellows, who 
had laved forty guineas, retilf.d the Spaniards who attempted to take them from him, for which he was 
murdered by them and thrown overboard. 1 have often vvitnellcd the very di.'lerrnt conduct obli rved 
vvh n the fate dl war has put the enemy into our hands. Their piivate property has always been retrrved 
lor them, and if any of the crew have been detected in dealing or appropriating to liimfelf the linalleli 
part of it, lie lias udtantly been puniflied with feverity, and the caufe of it lias been explained to the 
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unprotected on which the troops were landed, and finding 
there was no immediate profpeot of coming up with the enemy, 
fleered towards Ciudadella, leaving the Centaur in purfuit of 
them 1 . On the Commodore arriving off the coalt he difpatehed 
Lieutenant Jones with a propofal to the General to cannonade 
Ciudadella with the thips, but found that the enemy had 
already entered into articles of capitulation. The Swifs regi¬ 
ment in the ferviee of Spain had intimated to the befiegingr 
army their determination not to attack them, and as foon as 
the furrender of the place was concluded, they joyfully entered 
into our ferviee. The Centaur at this period returned from 
purfuing the enemy, who had evaded him and reached Majorca. 
A detachment of the army under Colonel Paget had marched 
from Mcrcadal on the gth to Alai or, and from thence to 
Mahon, which place made no refiftance. Colonel Paget then 
proceeded to Fort St. Philip, and fummoned the garrifon, which 
alfo furrcndcred, and he tool: pollcfhon of the place. 

The captors did not hnd much of value on the illand. In 
the arfenal were a few (tores, fourteen boats, and a final 1 brig of 
war on the flocks. There were three merchantmen in the 
port, one only of any value. 

The poffeflion of this illand in time of war is of the higheil 
importance to our navy; that part of it, at lead, that is ftationed 
in the Mediterranean. 

pri(oners, to entourage them, and convince them that by applying for redrefs to the Eritiffi officers they 
■would always teeme it. 
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At the period of the a< 5 lion of the Nile we had not a port 
that we could freely enter; and had the event of that day been 
different from what it was, we might have beat about, from one 
end of the Mediterranean to the other, without finding a 
friendly port to receive us. Malta 1 or Minorca, for the har¬ 
bours of each are in fome rcfpc&s fimilur, are and ever will be 
of the firft confequcncc to the Britifh navy. 

The round towers that have been conftrucffed fince the ifland 
fell into our hands, deferve particular mention from their great 
utility and fmall expencc. They arc built of ftone, and have but 
one entrance, which is by a ladder that can be eatily taken in. 
On the top is one gun, generally a twenty-four pounder, which 
traverfes round with great eafe. One I vilited, called Mufquito 
tower, was commanded by a lieutenant of artillery and twenty 
men, who were all comfortably accommodated. On the ground 
floor were the ffores, below which was a refervoir of water. 
The rotundity of the object makes thefe towers peculiarly 
adapted to check the landing of an enemy on the coafl; few 

1 Malta was at this time clofely blockaded by a fquadron of Britifh fliips. Captain Alexander Ball, 
who fo gallantly commanded his Majefly's lliip the Alexander in the battle of the Nile, had landed on 
that ifland with a party of feamen and marines, and condufted the. blockade on tin; land fide wilii great 
ability. His conciliating manners had brought all the natives of the ifland to join his llandard, and 
induced them to hope that whenever the. fort and town of Valette furrendered, they fliould be. continued 
under the protection of Great Britain. 

Afterwards a detachment of troops arrived commanded by General Pigott., and the French garrifoti 
being fo clofclv befieged on all tides that they could receive no (applies, at length capitulated. 

Gt ueral Pigott being appointed military governor, Captain Ball rejoined the fleet, carrying with him • 
the efteem and love of the iflanders. For his eminent fervices he has fince been created a baronet; and 
the Lords of the Admiralty have lately appointed him to be the naval commiflioner at Gibraltar, in the 
place of J. N. Inglefield, Efq. who had been promoted to the fame iituation at Halifax. 
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men are wanted to work the gun, and they are very little 
expofed. At Corfica one of thefe towers did great damage to 
a feventy-four gun fhip of ours, and at length obliged her to 
retire; nor would it have been taken at lad, but that fome of 
our troops got upon a height that commanded it, and with 
their mulketry compelled them to furrender. 

Such towers as thefe might be of infinite ferviee along 
our own coaft, particularly in ihofc quarters where an enemy 
is mod likely to mak-' an attempt. One upon Berry Head 
would command the entrance of Torbay, and the materials are 
at hand. The cxpcncc of condrudHng thefe towers is final!. 
One piece of ordnance alone is required; few men are necef- 
fary; and they are almod completely fecured from any danger, 
and might with eafe J check an enemy attempting to land. Ac¬ 
companied by my friend Major Crougee of the 58th regiment, 
1 rode to Adaia to fee the feene of the debarkation of our 
troops. The ground they had to attack was drong; and the 
enemy, had they been fo inclined, might have done them a 
condderable deal of mifehief. 

At another time I accompanied Captain Flamingham of the 
artillery to Fournelles, of which he was governor. The en¬ 
trance of the bay is defended by two forts; and on an idand in 
the centre of it is a block-houfe and open battery. r i his bay 
has the appearance of being an inland lake, as the entrance is 
very narrow, and from fome points hardly difcernible. 

The annexed view I took from the village of Fournelles. 
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The block-houfe ifland, and Mount Toro rifing out of the 
horizon, are the principal objects. The following day Go¬ 
vernor Flamingham accompanied me to Mount Toro. We 
firft took boat and viiitcd the ifland. The upper part of the 
block-houfe is of wood, built very ftrong, having guns which 
are mounted and worked as on board of men of war, and loop¬ 
holes for mulkctrv. We again took boat from thence, and 

landed on the fouthern fide of the bay, where we found our 

* 

mules. We proceeded through rugged roads and narrow de¬ 
files till we arrived at the foot of Mount Toro. 

.This was the road through which General Sir Charles Stuart 
had marched his army, and the feamcn had dragged cannon. 
The firft muft have been difficult; and nothing but the veracity 
of the officer who related it could have made me credit the 
latter. In fome places the road was fo narrow as not to admit 
the paflage of a cannon, and the feamen were obliged to drag 
it through ftill more uneven paths before they could proceed. 
The darknefs of the night allb rendered thefe difficulties greater. 

Our road up Mount Toro was peculiarly pleafing. As we 
afeended, the profpedt extended to our view, till at length 
arrived at the fummit, the whole ifland lay difplayed before us; 
and in the mifty horizon the ifland of Majorca was juft vifible. 

Mount Toro, fituated nearly in the centre of the ifland, is by 
fome fuppofed to derive its name from a bull, on account of 
fome marvellous feats performed there by that animal in former 
times: but it more probably owes the appellation to the Moors, 



who called it El Tor, or the Mountain, by way of eminence, 
being the higheft land on the ifland. Its fummit is crowned 
•with a monaftery of Auftin friars: the building, like moft of the 
monaftic houfes, is fpacious and convenient; and it has a neat 
and well built chapel. 

Mount Agatha, fomethiug lefs than Mount Toro, rifes about 
five miles to the north-weft of that mount. On its top is a 
chapel dedicated to St. Agatha. 

Betides Mahon and Ciudadella, there are three other towns 
on the ifland: Mercadal, which is at the foot of Mount Toro; 
Fererias, between that place and Ciudadella; and Alaior. The 
two firft are poor mean places; the laft is tolerable, and is 
efteemed a good quarter for our foldiers. It is fituate about 
half a mile out of thfc high road, and feven miles from Mahon. 

This high road was formed by a Britifh governor of the 
name of Kane, who appears to have exerted himfelf in the 
moft patriotic manner for the good of the people over whom 
he prefided. The roads before his time were lcarcely paftable. 
He formed the grand plan of a direct communication between 
the two principal places of the ifland; and with incredible 
labour fucceedcd in making a road from Mahon to Ciudadella, 
in as ftraight a direction as the natural inequality of the country 
would allow. 

The ifland of Minorca was firft taken by the Englifh under 
Major-General Stanhope, for the King of Spain. At the peace 
of Utrecht it was given up to the Britifh government. The 
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inhabitants, bigot ted to their ancient cuftoms, ftipulated that 
th< y fhould flill continue to be governed by their old laws, 
which, with the free exercife of their religion, was granted 
to them. 

In 178a the united powers of France and Spain made a 
vigorous attack upon this ifland with an army of fourteen 
thouland men. The garrifon in Fort St. Philip’s being weak¬ 
ened by a dreadful ficknefs, and greatly reduced in numbers 
and firength, was at length obliged to capitulate. Nine hun¬ 
dred and twenty foldiers, failors, and artillery, with about 
forty-five natives, Jews, and Turks, were all that marched out 
of the fort. Since that time it has remained in the hands of 
the Spaniards, till taken by Sir Charles Stuart in 1798. 

I now patTed my time very pleafantly with- r»y friends at 
Mahon. Balls and concerts were frequently given. At the 
former the Minorquin ladies, in the habits I have before de- 
feribed, formed a ftriking contrail to the more elegant and 
becoming appearance of the Britifh ladies: at the latter a 
brother of the celebrated Kelly, who is in the humble capacity 
of a drummer in the 8th regiment, was permitted by his 
colonel to exhibit his vocal powers. Though he is very in¬ 
ferior to his brother both in voice and knowledge of mufic, yet 
he is far above mediocrity, and gave great fatisfadlion to his 
auditors. 

On the iath the Foudroyant, bearing the flag of Lord 
Nelfon, with fome other {hips of the line and frigates, arrived 
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in the Bay of Mahon. On paying my refpe&s to the noble 
admiral I was very kindly received, and a method pointed out 
by which I might fpeedily rejoin the Swiftfure. Sir Edward 
Berry, who had rejoined Lord Nelfon, now commanded the 
Foudroyant; and Captain Hardy (who, for his exertions in the 
Mutine, when the Britifh fleet was in purfuit of that of France, 
as alio at the action on the ift of Auguft, had been made poft 
into the Foudroyant) was appointed to the command of the 
Frincefs Royal frigate. The admiral foon after failed again for 
Sicily. Lord Keith now commanded in the Mediterranean. 

On the 26th the Culloden, Commodore Sir Thomas Trou- 
bridge,™ anchored in the harbour; and a few days after the 
Leviathan, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Duckwoith, ar¬ 
rived. 

On the 31ft the man of war brig that was found on the 
flocks when the ifland was captured, was launched. Captain 
Buchanan, who was appointed to command her, gave an elegant 
entertainment on the occafion. Immenfe crowds were aflem- 
bled to fee the launch, and the arfenal exhibited a gay feene of 
all the principal officers and ladies of the ifland. The brig 
was named the Port Mahon, in honour of the place. 

The Peterell floop, commanded by Captain Auftin, arrived 
about this time. In a daring attempt to bring off fome veffcls 
near Toulon, fhe had met with a very warm reception. The 


m Commodore Troubridge had been recently created a baronet for hi* able ferviccs, particularly at 
Naples, in the reduction of St. Elmo and Capua. 
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firft lieutenant, Mr. Brenton, who commanded in the boats of 
the brig, was unfortunately ftiot through the breaft, and was 
brought to the hofpital here, but died of his wounds in a few 
days. He was a gallant and accomplished young man, an 4 fell 
lamented and refpetfted by all who knew him." 

Being introduced by Sir Thomas Troubridge and Brigadier- 
General Stuart to Admiral Duckworth, I was invited by the 
admiral to take my paffage in the Leviathan for Gibraltar; and 
accordingly, after parting with my hofpitable friends at Minorca 
with regret, I embarked on board the Leviathan on the 13th 
of November, and the next morning we failed from the harbour 
of Mahon. 

The weather was fine and the wind favourable. In nine days 
we came in fight of the coafts of Spain and Africa; and on the 
a ift anchored in Rofia Bay, Gibraltar. The day following the 
Leviathan, with the Vanguard: and Bellerophon, got under 
weigh and failed for Cadiz; off which port we arrived on the 
23d. Nothing occurred of moment till the a8th, when we 
fell in with the Powerful of 74 guns. Captain Drury, who was 
confined to his bed by illnefs. The following day we were 
joined by the Swiftfure. Captain Hallowell coming on board 
the Leviathan to wait on the admiral, with him I returned on 
board the Swiftfure to my very great fatisfa&ion, after an ab- 
fence of fifteen weeks. 


• He was a younger brother of Captain J. Brenton, who now command* the Ca:far (the flag fljip of 
Sir James Saumarcz) and the fecond fon of Rear-Admiral Brenton, lately deceafed. 
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On the 30th we anchored in the Tagus, not far from the 
caftle of Belem, in company with the Leviathan, Powerful, 
Vanguard, and Bellerophon. 

Lisbon is a place fo, well known and fo often defcribed, that 
I fhall not fay more of it, than that the heaps of ruins which 
falute the eye at every turn, remind the ftranger of the dread¬ 
ful calamity that overwhelmed this city in the year 1755 by a 
fearful earthquake, which fhook the firmed buildings to their 
foundations, involving caftles, ftately palaces, and the manfions 
of poverty, in one undiftinguifhed ruin. But that thefc fad 
memorials fhould have remained for fo long a period un¬ 
removed, raifes in the Granger's mind no very favourable 
opinion of the government, or of the induflry of the in¬ 
habitants. 0 * 

On the 6th of December we again got under weigh, and 
failed with the reft of the fleet for a cruize on the coaft of 
Spain. We were now conftantly aflailed by gales of wind with 
rain, accompanied by a heavy fwell, which did not however 
prevent our giving chace to feveral (hips. The ftormy weather 
continuing* caufed the Powerful to fpring a leak, and foon after 

• At the bofpitable manfion of William Stephens, Efq. a merchant of the firlt eminence both for 
property and rcfpeCtability in the place, the navy vyerc at all times generoufly entertained ; and I, having 
an additional claim to the fame in an introduction from an efteemed and refpcClcd friend in England, 
was received by him and his family with every mark of attention and friendfhip. Mr. Stephens has 
eftablifhed a manufacture of glafs in Portugal, of which he has the exclufive fale; but this monopoly of 
the article, fo far from being an injury to the public, is the reverfe, for no where is glafs cheaper or 
better. I much regret that the fljortnefs of my day at Lilbon prevented try having the plrafure of 
accompanying him, as was fettled, to his elegant manfion, called Marenhia Grande, where the manufac¬ 
tory is eftablUlied. It is about forty miles from Litbon. 



the Vanguard alfo received fuch damage that the admiral 
directed thofe ftiips by lignal to part company; and on the 31ft 
they failed for England. 

On the 33d we gave chace to a Spanifh brig, which we took, 
and fent under convoy of the Minerve frigate to Lifbon. She 
proved to be the Volcano, bound from Corunna for South 
America. 

On Chriftmas-day we gave chace to a fleet, which we found 
to be the Arethufa frigate and a convoy. 

On the 30th we captured another Spanifh brig, La Belle 
Defiada, which was alfo fent to Lifbon: during the chace the 
Bellerophon parted company, and did not rejoin the fleet till 
thirteen days after. On the ift of January 1800, being off 
Cape Finifterre, the Leviathan loft her maln-top-gallant-maft in 
a gale of wind; the fea running mountains high, attended with 
heavy fqualls of rain. After which we had two days of calm, 
accompanied with thick mifty weather, and then a frefli breeze 
from the northward. On the 7th gave chace to a lugger. After 
firing many fliots at her fhe brought to, and proved to be a 
Guernfey privateer,'which reported fhe had captured on the 2d 
inftant a valuable Spanifti fhip bound to lama. The gales 
again affailed us, and we fuffered from our fails being fplit and 
the old leaks of the fhip breaking out afrefh, fo that the chain- 
pumps were continually kept going. 

. On the 10th the Flora frigate joined us with orders from 
Lord Keith. Our attention was now kept up in the hope of 
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meeting with the Spanifh galleons, which were at this time 
expected from the Spanifh fettlements in America, as alfo an 
outward-bound fleet, which was hourly expetfted to fail from 
Cadiz to Lima. On the i ath the Bellerophon rejoined the 
fleet. During the night of the 17th we parted company from 
the fleet in a gale of wind, which continued with unabated vio¬ 
lence all the following day, but fubfided towards the evening. 

On the 33d we faw a ftrange fail, but a fquall of wind car¬ 
ried away our fore-top-maft, which in the fall brought down 
with it the main-top-gallant-maft, and we were obliged to give 
over chafing in order to clear aw ay the wreck and replace the 
mafls that were loft. Providentially only two men were hurt 
by this accident, and they not dangeroufly. The following day 
one of the feamen, ’named Hamlyn, was thrown from the cap 
of the main-maft into the fea by the rolling of the fhip; a boat 
was inftantly lowered down to his afliftance, but in vain, for he 
was drowned. 

On the 26th a brig was deferied, with Portugucfe colours dif- 
played, feemingly in great diftrefs, but it being a calm wc could 
not approach her. The following day we were rather nearer, 
and a boat was fent to her. The officer on his return reported 
that fhe was deferted by her crew; a monkey and a dog were 
the only living animals on board, and they would not quit the 
veflel: fhe had only a fmall cargo of fait; her pumps being 
choked, and her mails gone by the board, fhe was left to 
her fate. 
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On the 39th we again anchored in the Tagus. At this time 
I went to the opera at Lifbon. The performance and the tinging 
were good, but the female characters being reprefented by men, 
had a very difgufting effeCt, the Queen of Portugal having 
prohibited the appearance of women on the ftage. 

The Prince of Brazil had however revoked the order fincc 
the illnefs of the Queen, but as yet only two female fingers 
were engaged. 

t 

On our entering the Tagus we perceived the wreck of a fhip 
thrown up on the beach near Belem caftle, and were informed 
that it was the remains of the Weymouth. She was on her 
paflage to Gibraltar with the Cambrian fencible regiment, com¬ 
manded by the Honourable Colonel Edwards/ Having put 
into the Tagus, by fome miftake fhe anchored on the fhoals, 
and was loft. Admiral Duckworth, without delay, made an 
arrangement to tranfport the regiment to its deftination; 
and the officers and foldiers, with their wives and families, 
and the few ftores they had faved, were diftributed on board 
the fleet. 

On the 3d of February we all got under weigh from the 
Tagus, and after a pleafant voyage of eight days, anchored in 
the Bay of Gibraltar. 

As the Swiftfure had fuffered a great deal in the late gales, 
it was thought neceflary to caulk and repair her, and fhe was 
taken into the Mole for that purpofe. I therefore took this 


f Now Lord Kenfington, an Irifli peer, but whofe feat and property are in Pembrokefliire. 
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opportunity of accepting the invitation of a friend, at whole 
houfe I took up my abode, and was by thofc means enabled to 
make further invcftigations into the natural as well as artificial 
curiohties of the rock: the refult of which I fhall now detail. 
My friend, who is an officer of engineers, and gifted with extra¬ 
ordinary talents for. drawing, lent me his aid in the bufinefs, 
and in his company I found both an inftrudlor in the art I was 
fond of and affiftance in inveftigating the features of a place 
that has long been the objedt of admiration, and has defervedly 
excited applaufe for the many gallant defences it has made 
againft numerous hofts of foes. 

Gibraltar is an infulated rock of about feven miles circum¬ 
ference. On one tide it is joined to the province of Andalufta 

<* 

in Spain, by a low flat fandy plain; the reft of it is furrounded 
by the lea. The diftance from the fandy plain, now called the 
Neutral Ground, to Europa Point, which is the extreme fouthern 
part of the rock looking towards Africa, is three miles. Gibral¬ 
tar, the Mons Calpe, and Apes Hill, on the African coaft, the 
Mons Abyla of the ancients, alfo bore the appellation of the 
Pillars of Hercules; as that hero was fuppofed here to have 
terminated his labours, and having penetrated thus far, and 
feeing the vaft profundity of the Atlantic Ocean, which appeared 
to have no bounds, he declared that beyond this there was no 
proceeding. It was in thofe days efteemed to be the weftern 
boundary of the earth. 

The name of Gibraltar is derived from the Moors, Gibe! 


2 O 
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Tarif, or the Mountain of Tarif. Tarif was a Moorifli 
general, who made a fettlement here about the year of Chrifl 
725, at which time the Moorifh cattle on the northern fide of 
the rock, great part of which cxilts at this day, was erected by 
him, to fecure a communication with the fhores of Africa. 

After having alternately changed matters, fometimes falling 
under the dominion of the Spaniards, at others under that of 
the Moors, it finally was attached to the Spanifh dominions in 
the year 1462. From that time it remained in their pofleflion 
till 1704, when the Englifh, under Sir George Rooke, made 
themfelvcs matters of it. 

The Spaniards buffered inconceivable mortification at the lofs 
of this fort refs, which was juftly efteemed the key of the Medi- 

t 

terranean; they fought various ineffectual means of redeeming 
it, and an army was immediately affembled under the command 
of the Marquis de Villadarias, a grandee of Spain. Finding hi» 
attempts to reduce the garrifon by force fruftrated by the vigi¬ 
lance of the befieged, and the intrepidity of the Britifli fleet 
under Admiral Sir John Leake, he formed the defperate plan of 
attempting it by flratagem. Accordingly five hundred volun¬ 
teers took the facrament never to return till they had made 
themfelvcs matters of the place. They effected their purpofe 
fo far as to gain the higheft part of the rock, and lodged them- 
felves in St. Michael’s Cave. The following night they fealed 
Charles the Fifth’s wall, furprifed the guard at Middle Hill, 
whom they put to death, and by the aid of ropes and ladders 
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got up icveral hundreds of their army, a detachment of which 
was Rationed at the hack of the rock to fuccour them. At this 
moment they were difeovered bv the Britifh garrifon, and a 
fh'ong detachment of grenadiers was inftantly marched from 
the town againft tliem. In the onfet the Spaniards were 
worded, many of them (lain, and many precipitated themfelves 
from the fummit of tiie rock, and were dafhed to pieces. A 

colonel, thirty officers, and the reft of the troops, were taken 

% 

prifoners. 

Thwarted in all their attempts to reduce the garrifon, the 
liege was at length turned into a blockade on the land fide, 
after the lofs of ten thouland men on the part of the enemy, 
including thofe who died of difeafe, while the garrifon Jolt 
about four hundred! 

In 1720 the Spaniards, under pretence of preparing an arma¬ 
ment to aftift the garrifon of Ceuta, which was at that time 
beftegedby the Moors, made an inftdious attempt on Gibraltar, 
but were again foiled by the activity of Colonel Kane, governor 
of Minorca, who arrived in time to prevent their dcligns. 

At the end of the year 1726 the garrifon was once more 
attacked by a formidable army, and was equally fortunate in 
repelling it. 

But the rnoft memorable liege that perhaps ever happened, 
is that which was fuftained by this garrifon under the command 
of General Elliot, which commenced in 1779, and continued 
without intermiflion till February 1783, a period oi three years, 
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feven months, and twelve days, when the combined armies of 
France and Spain were compelled to retreat from the effects 
of Britifli valour. 

Since that time every poffible addition has been made to 
render the place invulnerable. The galleries, which were 
begun under General Elliot, have received vaft additions under 
the government of General OTIara, who has been indefatigable 
in rendering the rock impervious to future attempts from the 
enemy. 

The town of Gibraltar is built at the bafe of the north- 
weftern fide of the rock; it is bounded on the north by the 
land-port grand battery and the Moorifh caftle, and on the 
fouth by the Moorifh wall. This wall extends from the fum- 
mit of the rock, and terminates in the fouth baftion near the 
landing place called Ragged Staff. 

The town is about a mile long, and has a narrow irregular 
ftrect through the centre from north to fouth. In this ftreet 
is the governor’s houfe, formerly a religious building, and it ftill 
retains the name of the convent. Between this and the grand 
parade is the Spanifh church: what remains of the ancient 
edifice is Gothic, and probably owed its origin to the Moors 
when they were in pofTeflion of the place. The drawing here 
given reprelents the entrance to it, or gateway, which, though 
a good deal decayed, and fadly disfigured by modern additions, 
is a good fpecimen of that ornamental ftyle of building. General 
O’Hara, the governor, is at prefent adding much to the conve- 
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nience and elegance of the town by paving the main ftreet; 
and it is to be lamented, that in cafe of another fiege (fhould 
the Spaniards be mad enough to commence one) it mull be 
again deftroyed. 

There are many good houfes in the town; among the reft 
the rcfidence of the chief engineer Colonel Fycrs, bears a con- 
fpicuous appearance. It is pleafantly fituated on a riling 
ground towards the north end of the town, and commands an 
extenfive view of the bay. 

The convent is well adapted for the refidence of the go¬ 
vernor, being a fpacious building of four fidcs, with eloifters 
round the quadrangle. The prelent governor' 1 has greatly 
improved it by adding a large faloon, in which during the 
winter a weekly ball*is given to the garrifon. 

Towards the bay a ftrong line of fortifications extends from 
Water Port to the New Mole, with fcvcral noble baftions and 
works of fuperior conftnuftion. The King's Battery, erected in 
the year 1773, when the Honourable Lieutenant-General Corn¬ 
wallis was governor, is of prodigious ftrength; in proof of which 
I need only ftate, that it refilled the main attack of the floating 
batteries and men of war on the 13th of September 178a, that 

1 Juft as this page is printing nn account of the death of the gallant gcnetal is announce.! in the 
public priuts. I lliall not therefore be accukd of flattery in giving the following Uttmionv to his 
character. 

General O’Hara muft be fincerely regretted at the rock, where he was long delervcdlr accounted 
the father and protestor of fnff’ering merit. His purltr was ever open to the calls of humanit v ; and 
many an inftance of his generous benevolence ha^ beta related to me by thole who have received 
benefit from his munificence. 
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celebrated day on which General Elliot and his brave garrifon 
gained fuch immortal honour in repelling the fevereft attack 
ever made on a place of equal fize. Of this battery Major- 
General Boyd, the lieutenant-governor,.who at that time com¬ 
manded the garrifon, laid the fir ft ftone in 1773, when he made 
the following remarkable fpecch: “ This (laid the general) is the 
firft ftone of a work which I name the King’s Baft ion; may it be as 
gallantly defended as 1 know it will be ably executed, and may 
I live to fee it refijl the united efforts of France and Spain.”' 

Above the town on the fide of the rock fevcral fmall houfes 
have fincc been crecfted, chiefly inhabited by the officers of the 
garrifon; many of them have little gardens, which, from the 
warmth of the climate, produce oranges and vines. On the 
northern fide manyftrong batteries are eroded on the points of 
the rock, commanding the whole of the neutral ground and Hie 
Spanifh lines: they arc all of corfliderable height above the 
level of the ifthmus; the lowcft of them being not let's than 
four hundred feet above the level of the neutral ground. 

But tl le moft extraordinary work of art arc the galleries, 
which are excavated from the folid rock, having at certain 
diftances port-holes that overlook the Spanifh lines. 

The annexed view of a part of the grand gallery leading to 


' This wifli was amply gratified at the memorable, defenfive victory gained over the combined powers 
of France apd Spain on the 13th of September 1782 . The governor. General Elliot, took his fiat ion dur¬ 
ing the hottefi period of the attack on the king’s baflion; and General Boyd commanded at the fouth 
bafiion, from whence he had a full view of the. glory obtained by the work of which he had the honour 
of being the founder. Vide Colonel Drinkwater's Hiftory of the Siege ol Gibraltar. 
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St. George's Hall will give fomc idea of them. St. George’s 
Hall is alfo an excavation of a fimilar nature. It is a cave of a 
circular form, in a projecting part of the rock, and is of great 
dime.nfions and confidcrable height. 

I fhould imagine, that in cate of a heavy cannonade from 
thete galleries, the conculhon of the air in them would render 
the noife infupportable and endanger the falling in of the roof; 
but of this I do not pretend to be a competent judge. 

The ilthmus that feparates the rock of Gibraltar from the 
Spanifh dominions, is a low Hat fand, from whence the inge¬ 
nious hiftorian of the liege of Gibraltar concludes, that Mons 
Calpc mull formerly have been iurrounded by th(' lea; but the 
ftrong current that now runs between the coalis ol Airiea and 
Europe, which woultl in all probability have palled with equal 
rapidity to the northward ol the rock had there been a paflagc 
for it, would have continued to keep that pallagc open. From 
this circumftance, J Ihould think it has never been other than 
what it now is, especially as the bandy plain is not known to 
have increalcd or diminifhed tince it has been noticed by 

j 

hiltorians: 

This plain, commonly called the Neutral Ground, is about 
Haifa mile acrols at the narrowed place, and inereales in width 
towards the main land. On the Spanilh tide, at the diftance of 
a mile from the rock, a ftrong line of fortifications is carried 
acrofs this plain, in length about fcvcntcen hundred yards, 
reaching from the lhore of the bay to that of the Mediterranean. 
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At each end of this line is a ftrong fort. That on the caff fide 
is called Fort St. Barbara; the other, which commands the an¬ 
chorage at the Old Mole, is named fort St. Philip. 

The extreme height of the rock is thirteen hundred feet, per¬ 
pendicular above the level of the fea. On the fummit, a lharp 
ridge running trom north to louth, divides it into two unequal 
parts. That facing the weft is a gradual dope to the water’s 
edge, interlperiod with rocks; on this fide the town is fituated. 
The eaftern fide, which faces the Mediterranean, is almofl: per¬ 
pendicular from the fea, and prcfcnts a barren rocky appear¬ 
ance, on which arc found a multitude of wild apes, which are 
faid to be peculiar to this rock, and of a different fpecies from 
thofc found in Spain, but fimilar to thole that inhabit Mons 
Abyla, or Apes Hill, on the oppofite co'aft of Africa. The 
rock of Gibraltar has feveral caverns of great depth and extent; 
one of them, called Pocoroca, is near the fummit of the hill, 
directly over the centre of the town, and under Middle Hill 
battery. 

The annexed view reprefents the entrance of this cavern 
from within, with the curious pillars that feem to fupport the 
roof. Thefe pillars, as well as the pendent rocks from the 
roof, are formed by the conftant dripping of water, which 
petrilies in its defeent, taking the mofi: fantaftic fhapes. 
Several of thefe pillars have been cut down in order to be 
made into tables and flubs, as they are capable of receiving a 
high polilh. 
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This cave, during the laft fiegc, was intended for the refi- 
dcnce of the governor, and partly fitted lip for that purpofe; 
but the defign was dropped, and it ferved as a powder maga¬ 
zine' for the batteries on the heights. A road leads from this 
cave to the old Moorilli wall, which I before obferved reaches 
from the top of the rock to the land-port gate of the town. 
On it is a foot-path, accommodated with hone flops at certain 
diftanccs, for tl,ie more eafy nfeent or defeent of paflengers. 
Above this wall is a round tower, uft'd as a fignal-houlc. It 
commands a view up the Mediterranean and of the entrance 
of the bay from the call and weft. 

A curious incident is mentioned in the hiftory of the late 
liege, of an eagle which perched on the fignal-ftaff at the mo- 
ment the combined fleets of France and Spain entered the bay. 
The garrifon believed at firft that it was a fignal for another 
fleet, and immediately concluded that the Britilh admiral was 
in the rear of the enemy. Elated with the hope, a general 
huzza took place along the lines; in a fliort time however the 
mi flake was difeovered, but the omen was looked upon as 
favourable for the Britifti arms, and to it proved. 

The prefent governor, General O’Hara, has caufed another 
fignal tower to be created on the fouthern point of the rock, 
which, befides being the higheft part of it, commands a more 
extenlive view of the Straits to the weftward, and, when com¬ 
pleted, it will be both an ornament, and highly beneficial in 
conveying much earlier information to the garrifon below. 

a P 
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From the opening in the Moors Wall, a road leacls to another 
opening in Charles the Fifth’s Wall; which alfo extends, from 
the fummit, in a parallel direction with the former. From 
hence two roads branch oflf; the one leads to the Sugar Loaf 
Point above mentioned, the other downwards towards Europa. 
Near this latter road is the entrance to St. Michael’s cave, the 
larg ft and moft extraordinary cavern on the rock. 

Being anxious to inveftigate this wonderful cave, I proceeded 
thither in company with Captain Bren ton of the navy, and 
Captain Whitmore of the royal engineers: having provided our- 
felves with torches to enable us to take drawings of the interior. 
The entrance is narrow, not more than eight or nine feet; 
from thence we defeended by a fteep Hope of wet earth that 
rendered our footfteps very infecure. At the bottom of this 
declivity the cave widens confiderably in all directions; and we 
difeovered, by the help of our torches, the entrance of feveral 
other fmaller caverns. This veftibule, or hall (if I may fo 
call it) of the cavern, is fupported in the centre by a vaft: 
column of petrified water, ribbed in a curious manner; and 
the arched roof is ornamented with numerous icicles of the 
fame matter. 

Proceeding eaftward by a rugged path, we at length entered 
a fecond chamber, fupported on all fides by pillars of petri¬ 
factions of various colours and lhapes: fome bore the refem- 
blance of organ-pipes, others of Gothic flutings; feveral of 
them feemed to be fifty or fixty feet high. Here, on a riling 
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ground likrim altar, we lighted a lire; and having placed 
' feveral torches on the projecting points of the rocks, belides 
thofe held by our attendants, we took feveral Iketches of the 
wonders of the cave. The annexed view teprefents the Iketch 
I took, but neither pen nor pencil can give an adequate idea of 
the fublimc and terrific appearance of this work of nature. 

The roof of this chamber reprefents the pointed arch of a 
Gothic cathedral; the petrified ftalaCtites in fome places hang 

t 

in the form of curtains; in others vaft pillars, curioully em* 
bofled and fluted, reach from the top to the bottom. At 
the upper part, between the two oppofite columns, is feen a 
dim ray of light ifluing from a fiflurc in the rock above. On 
ail fides are deep caverns that penetrate downwards into the 
bowels of the earth*. 

Some people, I was informed, had endeavoured to penetrate 
the abyfs below, but had always been obliged to give over the 
attempt before they could reach the bottom, on account of the 
groflnefs of the atmofphere, which not only rendered their 
breathing difficult, but denied them the ufe of their torches, 
and hazarded their being deprived of light in an abyfs fur- 
rounded with dangers. 

Colonel James, in his Hiftory of the Herculean Straits, gives 
the following curious account of his adventures in this cave. 
“ Towards the fouth end of this cave there are paflages be¬ 
tween the pillars that lead into other apartments; all are fup- 
ported by pillars, fome {landing Angle, others three or four in 
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a clufter; and the roofs of thefe apartments hatS* the above 
petrified rays, which refemble the glories of fome Roman- 
Catholic altar. In the centre of one of thefe chapels is a large 
deep pit, down which fomc Englishmen having loft their way 
and flipped, were, by the afliftance of ropes and men (let down) 
happily faved, though much bruifed. Down this abyfs I de- 
feended with others, till at length I arrived at a Small hole of 
eighteen inches diameter, when finding the air too grofs, we 
thought it more advifable not to defeend any further, having 
Sufficiently Satisfied our curiofity: however, before we returned 
(notwithftanding our torches burned dim, and we fetched our 
breath much Shorter than in the open air) we let down a rope 
with a weight at the end, through the above hole, fifty feet 
before it lodged; whether that was the bottom of the pit 1 
cannot-pretend to fay. Our defeent to this Small hole was four 
hundred and eighty feet: as we let ourfelves down we found 
little apartments on either fide to reft ourfelves in; likewife 
jettees, on which tliofe that fell were flopped from falling 
lower. This long gallery (if I may fo call it) Hopes in fome 
places, on which you put your feet when you lower yourfelf by 
the rope, and then you hang perpendicular for a hundred feet 
before you can touch the rocks, which are nothing but petri¬ 
fied water, as is likewife the bottom where we flood, which 
once was open; and, in time, the hole of eighteen inches will 
be entirely clofed. I was very much furprifed, as was every 
one, at the entrance of the abyfs, occafioned by the man who 
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went firfi: tfown ftriking his heels againft a fheet of petrified 
water which hung hollow from the rock; the found was like a 
deep-toned bell, but to thofe above it was fo confufed that they 
knew not well what to make of it. I muft obferve, that on 
every jettee, likewife in every apartment or rolling place, a 
man was placed with a torch, which being in a ftraight line to 
Hfce entrance of the pit, formed a romantic and horrible fcenc.’* 

There are various foils on the peninfula of Gibraltar. To¬ 
wards the fummit are rough and craggy rocks, with fmall quan¬ 
tities of black mould in the interlaces, from which grow the 
palmeto and feveral other kinds of fhrub; but the intenfe heat 
of the fummer generally burns them up, and the whole moun¬ 
tain then bears a brown and defert appearance. The town 
hands on a red fand, which extends as far to the fouthward as 
the New Mole, where it becomes rocky; and towards Europa 
Point there are ftrata of marble and good'free-done. 

On the weftern fide the rocky precipices are here and there 
feparated by fand banks, which Hope from the water’s edge 
half-way up its fides; but whether caft up by the fea, or con- 
fiantly Crumbling from the apertures of the ro^k above, l could 
never learn; each idea has its difficulties. It rifes too great 
a height above the level of the lea to have been thrown up by 
the violence of the waves; and it fieems. ftill lefs probable that 
fuch vafl accumulations of fine land Ihould have been emitted 
from the hard rocks. 

Near Catalan Pay, at the back of the rock as it is called, or 
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the eafiern fide, is a vaft heap of this fand, which *r£&ches more 
than two-thirds up the precipice. 

Catalan Bay is a romantic fpot to which the Spanifti fmug- 
glcrs refort and depofit their contraband goods, which are after¬ 
wards conveyed in fmall quantities round to the town. There 
is a cavern in the bottom of this bay that has been inhabited 
by an ancient Spaniard for more than forty years. He and his 
fon and daughter have made a |ittle garden near it, where they 
produce plenty of vegetables, which they carry to market at 
Gibraltar; and they alfo pofifefs an herd of goats, whofe milk 
they alfo turn to a good account. 

In your road to this bay you pafs the Devil’s Tower, which 
is fituated at the bafe of the rock at the north-eaftern extremity. 
In the map I have given a draught of this building. It is 
fituate on a fingle rock, and has no door-way; which I fuppofe 
has caufed it to have the name it bears: it appears to have 
been a work of the Moors. 

I have alfo added another fmall drawing on the map, of the 
northern face of the rock, which I took from the neutral 
ground near the Spanifh lines; and another of Ceuta Point, on 
the coaft of Africa, where the Spaniards have a garrifon. They 
have repeatedly baffled the attempts of the Moors to regain 
this place, who are as anxious to poflefs it as the Spaniards are 
to make themfelvcs matters of Gibraltar. There are feveral 
gardens on the rock; the governor has an handfome one at the 
convent, in which are feveral fine palms, and other natives of 
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the more l&uthern climes. Mount Pleafant, the refidence of 
Commiffioner Inglefield, is by far the moft pi&urefque place 
on the rock. The gardens are laid out with great tafte; the 
trees, which confift of the various productions of warm climates, 
have reached a height that could hardly have been expeCted 
from the fcanty foil. The orange and lemon trees, the lfately 
cyprefs and the locuft trees, form a delightful retreat from the 
extreme heat which prevails during the greater part of the 
year. The houfe, though fmall, commands an extenfive view of 
the bay and of the town of Algeziras, which is on the oppofite 
fide of the bay; to the left of it is feen Cabritta Point, over 
which a fignal tower gives intelligence to the Spanifh gun-boats 
at Algeziras of the approach of our fhips, when they generally 
row out to a fanefy bay near the point. As the ftrange fhips 
approach the bay and haul round the point they are frequently 
becalmed, and the current fets them in towards the Spanifh 
coaft. The gun-boats then fecurely attack them, taking their 
{Rations with every advantage; and as they carry very heavy 
guns, they are enabled to batter the fhips from a diftance, 
which renders them fo fmall a mark that they feldoin receive 
any damage in return. 

Infignificant as thefe gun-boats may appear, they have fre¬ 
quently done much mifehief, even to our line of battle fhips 
when becalmed, which they have attacked with confiderable 
advantage, lying under their fterns, and raking them, without 
being in much danger themfelves. 
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Lately a fleet of thefe gun-boats, of which ten’earried each 
a twenty-four pounder, and two were fchooners carrying two 
twenty-four pounders each, with a French xebec privateer of 
eight guns, attacked the Speedy brig of war, commanded by 
Captain Bren ton, who had two vcflels under convoy bound for 
Gibraltar. T1 le conteft, though fo unequal, (for the Speedy 
had only fixteen fmall guns) terminated moft unfavourably tor 
the Spaniards, who at firfl: attempted to take the merchant lhip, 
but Captain Brenton patting between them enabled her to get 
to her anchorage in fafety. They then united their efforts to 
carry the brig, which had got to the eaftward of Europa; but 
the Speedy boldly bore down to her refeue, and cutting through 
the line of the enemy, obliged them in a fhort time to rclin- 
quifli that defign alfo. The Spaniards then made hafle to get 
under the protection of the guns of Fort St. Barbara, and from 
thence proceeded to Malaga, leaving the trade for feveral weeks 
unmoleflcd. 

The Spaniards loft feveral men in this action, and were 
otherwife much damaged. The Speedy was alfo a good deal 
fhattered, and was nearly funk by feveral fliot below the water¬ 
mark, which prevented her carrying fail on the larboard tack: 
flie was obliged to bear away for Tetuan Bay, to flop her leaks. 
The gallantry of this action was beheld by the garrifon at 
Gibraltar with the greateft admiration. So near were the com¬ 
batants at one time, that an officer hailed Captain Brenton 
from the batteries on Europa Point; but an order of the 
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governor that no guns Ihould be fired without his orders, to 
prevent unneceftary alarms, prevented his receiving any aftift- 
ance for a long time, though fo near a friendly battery. At 
length a gun was fired from it, but the bufinefs had already 
been ably executed by the gallant little brig, in which two 
Britifh feamen were killed and one wounded.* 

On the 24th of February Admiral Duckworth in the Levia¬ 
than, with the Incendiary, Captain Dunn, failed from Gibraltar 
to the eaftward, and on the 25th the Swiftfure followed them. 
The wind being ftrong from the N.N.W. we could not get 
through the Straits to refume our ftation off Cadiz; and hazy 
weather coming on, we loft fight of our conforts. 

On the 1 ft of March we anchored in Tetuan Bay, where we 
found the Thalia, Captain Nefbit. It blew hard for two days, 
and owing to the plague we could have no communication 
with the fhore. 

* Captain Bren ton has fince been rewarded for his gallantry, by being promoted to the rank of poll 
captain and the command of the Caefar, the flag fliip of Rear-Admiral Sir James Sauraarez, K. B. And 
the Bay of Algeziras has again witneffed his exertions on that memorable day when the intrepidity of 
Britifh valour yas fo unhappily thwarted by calms and currents, which drove them under the fire 
of formidable batteries in their attempt to cut off a French fquadron. But nothing daunted by the 
failure of his firft attempt, the gallant admiral, with aftonifhing celerity, refitted his ihattered fleet, and 
purfued the vainglorious enemy, who, compelled to feek for (belter in flight, at Jail reached Cadiz, but not 
without the lofs of two of their firft-rates that were burnt in the aftion. Sir James Sautnarez, in his official 
letter, gives very unqualified praife to the able exertions of Captain Brenton in getting his (hip ready 
for fervice after the damage fuftained in the firft attack. As a proof of the good order and loyal fpirit 
of the Caefar’s crew, I need only mention that feveral of them who had been wounded in the firft aftion, 
as foou as they heard that the fhip was getting under weigh to follow the enemy, efcaped from the bof- 
pital, got on board a boat in the Mole, and rowed alongfide the fliip, reqaelting to be taken on board; 
which they were, and they immediately went to their quarters. 

20 
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On the 3d we again got under weigh, and flood towards the 
Straits of Gibraltar, and the fame day fpoke the Phoenix frigate. 
Captain Halfled. The next day we fell in with the Leviathan, 
and the day after anchored in Rofia Bay. We ftaid only 
three days at anchor, and again got under weigh. But the 
wefterly winds prevailing, we could not beat through the Gut 
againft the flrong current which conftantly runs into the Medi¬ 
terranean. On the ioth, however, a light breeze from the 
eaftward fpr.;ng up, and we got through without farther 
difficulty. 

On the 13th, being in the latitude of Cadiz, we received 
intelligence that a fleet of men of war and merchantmen, bound 
from thence to Lima, were ready to fail; we therefore cleared 
for action. On the 14th we fpoke two Portuguefe men of 
war, the St. Sebaflian and Principe Reale; the latter bearing the 
flag of the Marquis de Neyfa: they were on their paflage from 
Palermo to Liflxm. On the 29th we fell in with the Balloon, 
Portuguefe brig, commanded by an emigrant, the Count de 
Blofville, with an Algerine corfair of 22 guns in company, 
which he had lately captured. On the 31ft a fail was fuppofed 
to be defcried by the man at the maft head; but as the haze 
cleared up it proved to be a whale fpouting up water. 

On the 3d of April we gave chace to a fchooner under 
American colours, which at length got under the guns of the 
caflle of Larache, a Moorifli port on the weftem coaft of Africa, 
when fhe fired a gun and hoifted Spanifh colours. On the 5th, 
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however, we*"]Tad the good fortune to fall in with the long ex¬ 
pected Spanifh fquadron which had failed a few days before 
from Cadiz for the Spanifh fettlements on the coaft of South 
America. Two of the fleet were captured the next morning, 
but the admiral making our flgnal, we were obliged to proceed 
to the fouthward, and in four days after took the fchooner that 
had lately flickered herfelf under the guns of Larache. She 
proved to be a Spanifh merchant veflel bound from Malaga to 
Vera Cruz. In the evening of the fame day we fpoke an Ame¬ 
rican, who gave us the pleafing intelligence that the had feen 
Admiral Duckworth, in company with the Emerald and Incen¬ 
diary, with a Spanifli fquadron of two frigates, and feveral 
merchant (hips. 

The objeCt of ouf purfuit being accomplifhed, we fhaped our 
courfe for Gibraltar; and on our arrival there, on the 19th, had 
the fatisfaCtion to find the admiral had anchored with the prizes, 
confifting of two frigates and feven merchantmen; but at the 
fame time learned that the Sabina, a fine frigate richly laden, 
and four merchantmen, had efcaped to Cadiz. Had we not 
unfortunately been ordered to chace to the fouthward, in all 
probability not one of them would have efcaped. Captain 
Dunn, in the Incendiary, had captured two of the fame fqua¬ 
dron. The frigates had a cargo of quickfilver on board, to the 
amount of a hundred and forty tons, which was intended to 
work the mines of Peru and Mexico. 

While we were at anchor in Rofia Bay an accident Lcfcl the 
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Swiftfure that had nearly proved her deftru< 5 liblf. We were 
lying at lingle anchor, a heavy fqnall came on from the weft- 
ward, which at length increafed to a ftrong gale, blowing 
direcftly into the Bay. The cable fnapped dole to the ring of 
the anchor, and we were driving broadlide on the rocks, whofe 
rugged ftdes offered a difmal profpe< 5 t of certain definition. 
The ftream anchor was inftantly let go, which fortunately 
brought her up, and fhe rode out the remainder of the gale in 
fafety. To add to the uncomfortablenefs of our fituation, the 
wreck of the Medufa was feen juft aftern of us: fhe was loft in 
the fame Bay in 1798. 

On the and of May we once more failed on a cruife on the 
Spanifh coaft; the Leviathan, Emerald, and the Netly fchooner 
in company; and the next day looked into Cadiz harbour. As 
we flood in near the batteries the Spaniards fired feveral fhot, 
but none of them took effe< 5 l. 

On the 4th we fell in with the Inflexible, with a fquadron of 
tranfports having fix thoufand troops' on board, under command 
of General Pigot. They were bound for the Mediterranean. 

On the 31 ft we flood into Lagos Bay. A curious circum- 
ftance took place when we were near fhore. We experienced 
two oppofite currents of air; the lofty fails were taken aback, 
while the lower fails were filled. By taking in the former we 
foon gained our anchorage off the town of Lagos. 

* The)' formed a part of that gallant army that has fince gained fuch never-fading honour on the 
plains of Egypt. 
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This Baylreceived the Britifh fleet, under the Earl of St. 
Vincent, after his glorious victory over the Spaniards. 

The town of Lagos is fmall, and has not much to boaft. 
There are feveral convents and churches. 

On the 4th of June we failed from Lagos Bay, and the fol¬ 
lowing day fell in with two frigates, the Seahorfe and another; 
on board of the former were Rear Admiral Sir Richard Bick- 
erton, Bart. Sir.Ralph Abcrcromby, General Moore, and feveral 
other officers of rank, bound for the Mediterranean. In the 
evening they parted company. 

On the 8th we alfo fpoke the Pcgafus frigate, Captain Pen- 
gelly, with troops for Minorca; Major Doyle was a pafTenger 
in her. The following day a large fpermaceti whale palled near 
the ffiip. 

After again looking into Cadiz Bay we returned to Gibraltar, 
and took up our old Ration in Rofia Bay. u The fleet of trans¬ 
ports, &cc. with troops, had failed in the morning for Minorca. 

Rear Admiral Duckworth being appointed to command at 
the Leeward Iflands, Rear Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton took 
the comftiand on this Ration, and hoiRed his flag on board the 
Swiftfure. On the 16th we again got under weigh, with a 
fleet of merchant Ships under convoy of the Sheerncfs, Senfible, 

11 Ocutenant O'Brien, firft lieutenant of the Swiftfure, received his appointment of commander of the 
Transfer brig of war, at that time on the coaft of Egypt, and in a few days fiile.t for that ftalion. Lieu¬ 
tenant J. Laws Waters became firft lieutenant of the Swiftfure in his place. Captain O’Brien has fince 
been promoted, for bis fervices on the coaft of Egypt, to the rank of poft captain, and the command of 
the Kent, the flag Ihip of Rear Admiral Sir Richard Bickerton. 
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and Refource. Generals Grinfield and Martin were on l/oard 
this fleet on their paflage for England, with feveral ladies from 
Gibraltar, whofe hufbands were embarked on the expedition to 
Egypt. 

On the 19th the convoy parted company, and we took our 
ftation off Cadiz. On the 23d his Majefty’s {hips Dragon, Cap¬ 
tain Campbell, and Kent, Captain William Hope, joined from 
England. 

After cruifing for a fortnight without any occurrence worthy 
of notice, on the 7th of July we were joined by the Hedtor, 
Captain Elphinftone, alfo from England. At this time were 
detained many Americans and Swedes, that would endeavour 
to enter Cadiz notwithftanding the blockade. 

On the 1 ith a floop privateer was feen by the fleet; it being 
calm, Captain Campbell fent an unarmed boat to her, which 
was fired upon with mufketry by the privateer’s crew. On this 

\if 

infult fome more boats, manned and armed, were fent from the 
Swiftfure and Dragon; thefe, after a fmart adtion, in which, 
however, none were killed or wounded, boarded her and 
brought her into the fleet. She proved to be La Mouche with 
an Englifh letter of marque. ' The captain of her, in excufe for 
his conduct in firing upon a man of war’s boat, faid that his 
crew had forced him below; but as he could not prove this, he 
and his veffel were fent to Gibraltar. Had any of our feamen 
or officers loft their lives in this bufinefs, it could have been 
deemed no lefs than murder. The crew of the privateer con- 
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fifted of a*"motley 'aflemblage of vagabonds from all nations, 
and one of them was proved to be a deferter from the Sirius. 
Nothing but the policy of annoying the trade of the powers we 
art> at war with, can juftify the permiflion given to thefe priva¬ 
teers, who not unfrequently have letters of fervice from both 
nations; fo that whatever comes to hand is with them a prize. 

Circumftances of a private nature now rendered my return 
to England neceflary, and having received permiflion to that 
effect from Sir Richard Bickerton, to whofe polite and friendly 
attention while under his command, I feel greatly indebted, l 
embraced the opportunity of returning to Gibraltar in the 
Kent, Captain Hope having kindly offered me a paflage with 
him. But juft as we entered the Straits the Anfon frigate hove 
in fight; and Captain Durham obligingly gave me a paflage to 
England. I had the pleafure to find my friend Captain Bren- 
ton was alfo a paflenger. 

On the following day, being the iff: of Auguft, we fell in 
with the Swiftfure; and I accompanied Captains Durham and 
Bren ton to pay our refpeefs to the admiral. After again un¬ 
dergoing the pain of parting with friends with whom I had 
lived on the moft ple&fant terms for near three years, I returned 
on board the Anfon. 

Having a fleet under convoy to guard, our voyage was necef- 
furily protra&ed; but on Tuefday the ad of September 1800, 1 
had the happinefs once more of beholding the coafts of my happy 
naiive land. We were detained in quarantine at Plymouth till 
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the 7th, when an order arrived for the Anfon to proceed to 
Spithead, where we arrived the following day, and were not 
releafed from the thraldom of the yellow flag till the 10th, 
when I, with the reft of the paflengers, debarked at Portfmouth. 


Having thus concluded the narrative of what came under 
my own obfervation, or was acfted on the ftation during the 
time I was on it, I muft beg leave to add a few lines to the 
memory of the gallant ftiip which for feveral years had been 
my abode. 

As her track, while the bore the Britifti flag, was marked 
with many a trait of glory, fo was the concluding a6l of the 
illfated veflel diftinguifhed by fuch firm heroic reflftance, as left 
the enemy a mere wreck, and little to boaft of in the capture. 

The Swiftfure had been reported to be in a very leaky con¬ 
dition for a long time, as I have had occafion to mention in the 
preceding pages, yet the was obliged to retrace her fteps to the 
fliores of Egypt without receiving the repairs the flood fo much 
in need of. At length Lord Keith fent her with a convoy of 
cartels and light tranfports from the Bay of Aboukir to Malta. 
Captain Hallowed on the paflage received intelligence of a 
ftrong fqu&dron of the enemy being in thofe feas. Prompted 
by a laudable zeal for the fervice, and considering the compara- 
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tive infignificance of the convoy, he formed the refolution to 
quit it, and make the beft of his way to reinforce the fquadron 
of Sir John Borlafe Warren. Unhappily on his paflage he fell 
in with the hoftile fquadron on the 34th of June 1801. Per¬ 
ceiving the very fuperior force of the enemy, he refolved for 
once to endeavour to efcape from them; but the leaky and 
foul condition of the Swiftfure was ill matched with the faft- 
failing Frenchmen. Captain Hallowed finding there was no 
profpedf of getting away from them by keeping on a wind, 
determined to bear down and engage the fhips to leeward, 
confiding of two line of' battle and a frigate, in hopes that if 
he crippled them he might get away from the others; but in 
this he was difappointed. The Indivifible of 80 guns, bearing 
the flag of Rear-Admiral Gantheaume, and the Dix Aout of 74 
guns, being in clofe order, and within half-gun-fhot of the 
Swiftfure, opened their fire; this was inflantly anfwered, and a 
fevere adtion took place, which lafted, notwithflanding the 
great difproportion of force, for an hour and fix minutes. 

During the adtion Captain Hallowed made fevcral efforts to 
get to leeward of the enemy, but their fuperior failing baffled 
every attempt. 

The other two line of battle fhips now ranging up alongfide 
the Swiftfure ready to pour in a deftrudtive fire, the Indivifible 
and Dix Aout being almoft aboard of her, and her mafls, and 
yards, and rigging cut to pieces, the decks lumbered up with 
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the wreck, all hopes of efcape cut off, and no profped of fuc- 
cour prefcnting itfelf, Captain Hallowell, to fave further ufelefs 
effufion of blood, determined to furrender to fuperior numbers. 
With pain, as he truly exprefled it, he ordered his Majefty’s 
colours, which he could no longer defend, to be taken down. 
The following extract from Captain Hallowed's letter to the 
admiral on this melancholy event will, I doubt not, prove 
acceptable to my readers. 


“ Moft fincerely, my lord, do I lament our having been 
oppofed to fo very fuperior a force, as, from the fteady and 
gallant conduct of the officers and men I had the honour to 
command on this occafion, and with whom I had been acting 
nearly four years on various fervices, I have not a doubt of 
what would have been the iffiie of the conteft on more equal 
terms.” 


The lofs in killed and wounded was not fo great as might 
have been expected; but the mails, fails, yards, and rigging, 
were cut to pieces, and the whole ffiip received fo much damage 
that the enemy were fix days repairing her, that ffie might be 
able to proceed with them to Toulon. When Lord Keith 
difpatched the Swiftfure for Malta he took out many of the beft 
men, by which means ffie was eighty-fix men ffiort of comple- 
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ment, befides having fifty-nine fick on board from a bad fever 
brought off by thofe who had adled with the army before 
Alexandria. 

. Lieutenant Davis, who had been wounded before when cap¬ 
tured in the Fortune, and afterwards when ferving with the 
army in Egypt, was this time alfo the only officer who was 
hurt, but not dangeroufly. 

It is but juftice to obferve, that in this inftance the French 
treated their unfortunate prifoners with great humanity: but 
Admiral Gantheaume is as well known for his honourable con¬ 
duct as for his courage, and his name will ever bear the refpe< 5 l 
due to humanity and bravery. 

Captain Hallowell having obtained permiffion to return to 
Minorca on his parole, a court-martial was affembled on the 
18th of Augufi; 1801, on board the Genereux, at Mahon, to try 
him for quitting the convoy, and for the lofs of his ffiip; who, 
after a minute inveftigation of all the circumftances, delivered 
the following fentence. 

“ The court is of opinion, and it appears to them from the 
narrative of Captain Ilallowell, fupported by the beft poffible 
evidence to be obtained, that the convoy under Captain Hallo- 
well’s charge was of very little importance in any point of 
view; that his determination to leave the faid convoy and join 
Sir John Warren, was dilated by found judgment and zeal for 



308 


the fervice of his king and country. And the courtis further 
of opinion, that the lofs of his Majefty’s late {hip Swiftfure was 
unavoidable; and that the conduct of Captain Hallowell, his 
officers, and {hip’s company, in defence of the Swiftfure, was 
highly meritorious; and that Captain Hallowell difplayed great 
judgment in the mode he adopted to avoid fo fuperior a force, 
and equal gallantry in the execution of the plan fo formed. 
They do therefore adjudge that they be honourably acquitted; 
and they are honourably acquitted accordingly. 

Signed by the court.” 

As a counterpoife however to this misfortune, I am enabled 
to ftate, that though the Swiftfure is the only Britilh fliip that 
was in the a&ion of the Nile, which is now in the pofleflion of 
the enemy, a complete deftru&ion has been made of every one 
of the French fleet oppofed to us on that memorable day. 
Le Genereux and Le Guilleaume Tell, the only two {hips of 
the line that efcaped from Aboukir, were taken in 1800 by 
fome of the fquadron under the immediate orders of Lord 
Nelfon. The former on the 18th of February, the latter on 
the 30th of March; and one of the frigates alfo, La Diane, that 
efcaped with thofe {hips, was taken on the 34th of Augufl 
following. The other frigate, La Juftice, was captured at the 
furrender of Alexandria. So that, on the whole, the vidlory 
by Rear-Admiral Nelfon achieved on the ift of Augufl; 1798, 
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may, in all its confequences, be fairly reckoned as complete 
and decifive as was ever obtained by the Britifh flag.* 


* I forgot to mention, in its proper place, a circumfiance fo peculiarly chara&eriftic as mufl render it 
interelling to my readers. In the fixth chapter the Swiftfure is defcribed as bulily employed after the 
aftion in getting up pieces of the wreck of l’Orient. Among the reft a large part of the main-top-maft 
was brought on board. Captain Hallo well caufed a coffin to be made of the wood and iron from this 
mall, with an infrription on the lid. This he prefented to Lord Nelfon, who received it as a mott 
valuable acquifition, and intends when his career of terreftrial glory is terminated, that his remains 
fhall be enclnfed in it. 



T. Bensiky, Vrintcr, Bolt Couii, Fleet Street, London 
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PREFACE. 


The candid and favourable reception which an indul¬ 
gent public gave to the author £ Account of the 
Campaign in the West Indies in 1794,” has inspired 
him with courage to lay before them a narrative of 
some important subsequent events of the war in a very 
different part of the world, which his active destiny has 
afforded him an opportunity of recording as an eye¬ 
witness. In this work, as well as in the former, it is 
on the result of peculiar and accidental opportunity 
that he relies for his passport. He is conscious his 
habits and pursuits have little qualified him for the 
claims of literary merit. 

Placed as he was in the midst of a battle as splendid 
and extraordinary as the page of history has ever 
recorded, an attendant of the chase which preceded 
it, and of many interesting occurrences and scenes 
which the shores of the Mediterranean exhibited for 
nearly two years after its termination, he daily minuted 
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with his pen and pencil the observations and images 
which obtruded themselves upon him. The authen¬ 
ticity of such memorials, and the views of places and 
people, which the present as well as the past has ren¬ 
dered subjects of such warm curiosity and interest, may, 
as his friends flatter him, give a value to his simple 
diary, and the sketches, even if unskilful, of a self- 
taught artist. AiL^npw how soon the * numberless 
minutiae now vivid in the memories of the actors would 
yield to the pressure of more recent occupations, and 
fade away without a record: but these pages will fur¬ 
nish remembrances of their activity and glory, on which 
they may look back with pleasure; and where their 
posterity may hereafter be proud to point out their 
names. 

After what has been said, it will not be expected that 
the accounts of places here described should be loaded 
with the endless learning connected with them, on 
which many would find no difficulty to pour out the 
contents of libraries, and extend the work to bulky vo¬ 
lumes, There seem indeed neither bounds nor use in 
such repetitions. But if there were, it was not the 
present author’s purpose to expatiate beyond the occur¬ 
rences which fell within his own experience; for the 
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scanty aid which the very few books of a naval life 

supplied, would alone have precluded him from the 

attempt. Yet he has since endeavoured occasionally 

to vary and enliven his narrative by a few references to 

' • • 

ancient events: this liberty, however, has been very 
sparingly exercised. 

Too many books of travels and voyages are orna¬ 
mented by fictitious views, as welU<ts embellished rela¬ 
tions. The reader may be assured that the drawings 
from which the plates of this volume were copied are 
genuine, and that they were taken on the spot by the 
same hand, and at the same time, which wrote the 
journal. This agreement of time and place will, he 
trusts, ensure the accuracy and peculiarity of his work. 3 


* The reader, who is curious, may find in Sandys’s Travels, which, though 
their language is rather obsolete, have not lost their reputation, at least as 
much of the ancient history of the places described in this volume, as he may 
wish to know. These travels have been a copious source of pillage to his suc¬ 
cessors, through whose attenuated pages his profound and comprehensive 
information has been superficially spread. They were first published in 1615 
under the title of “A Relation of a Journey begun A. D. 1610. Four Books 
containing a description of the Turkish Empire, of Egypt, of the Holy Land, 
of the remote parts of Italy, and Islands adjoining.” George Sandys, a 
younger son of Edwin archbishop of York, died 1643. The author hopes he 
may be excused for this humble tribute to the memory of a traveller, a poet, 
and an amiable man, from whose brother he confesses to feel some gratifica¬ 
tion in tracing his descent. 
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In tracing the actions here recorded, of which neither 
the glory nor the beneficial effects can be questioned, 
some pangs of regret must undoubtedly arise at the 
waste, not only of treasure, but of human lives* Yet 
what is there enviable in an obscure and selfish exist¬ 
ence here, compared with an honourable and patriotic 
death? 

If ever the beaJ&Lful^ntiment of Horace, the 

“ Dulce et decorum est pro patria mori,” 

if ever those pathetic lines of a poet of our own country, 

** How sleep the brave, who sink to rest. 

By all their country’s wishes bless’<l;” k 

were applicable, they are well applied to those who fell 
so nobly in the tremendous contest “ The calcula¬ 
tion of profit in all such whrs,” says Burke with inimi¬ 
table elevation, “ is false. The blood of man should 
never be shed but to redeem the blood of man. It is 
well shed for our family, for our friends, for our God, 
for our country, for our kind. The rest is vanity; the 
rest is crime.” 

After such passages as these, it becomes the present 
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author to drop the pen. It may however be necessary 

to say a few words regarding some prints of the battle 

of the Nile which have been already published, and to 

state the reason of his omitting to give drawings of the 

• • 

most eventful part of his description, the naval action. 
But he was aware that a seaman only, or one at least 
who had made marine drawings his sjtudy, could ably 
pourtray that grand machine wbjch.^o eminently places 
this nation, both in war and commerce, above all the 
powers of the globe. 

He thinks it needless to say more, than that several 
who are so gifted, having published drawings of that 
event, it became unnecessary for him to do it. The 
three large engravings of different periods of the action 
are most ably pourtrayed by Captain Weir, who com- 
manded the marines on board the Audacious; and who 
with an accurate knowledge of the subject, was himself 
stationed where he could form the best judgment of it; 
and who is also well qualified as a draughtsman for the 
task. These plates certainly stand pre-eminent both 
for correctness and picturesque effect. Four smaller 
engravings, with an explanation of them, were published 
by G. Riley soon after the news of the victory reached 
England. 
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The first of Captain Weir’s plates, representing the 
Trench fleet at anchor in the bay of Abouid&; end the 
British fleet bearing down to engage thdm, strikes the 
author of this work as giving the best idee possible of 
that event; and he is the better enabled td judge of the 
merits of this plate, as the Swiftsure with the Alexander 
were the two ta ships ( that entered the bajr, which 
gave those on boSttiihem an opportunity of viewing 
and accurately observing the first part of this awful 
scene. 

The plan of the action given i#this 'work is copied 
from what Captain R. W. Miller of the Theseus made 
on the following morning; and as all who knew that 
excellent officer aro well acquainted with his abilities 
and judgment, it may be relied, on as correct in every 
respect. The size of the plate would not allow room to 
place the castle of Aboukir at the proper distance from 
the island. It , is therefore introduced merely to shew 
its relative bearing from the island. The time of the 
occurrences during the action he can also state to be 
equally well founded, for they were corrected from the 
minutes made by Mr. Gamble, purser of the Swiftsure, 
yrbo was employed in the honourable post of signal- 
officer during the combat, and marked down the events 



IX 


as they occurred. To that gentleman he is also in¬ 
debted for the communication of several circumstances 
that otherwise he could not have related with accuracy. 

At length, then, the author commits himself with 
diffidence and anxiety to a-discerning though indulgent 
public: yet whatever be their decision, he will submit 
without a murmur. In the retirement of a domestic 
life he will *at least look back Vi th pleasure on the busy, 
varied, and important scenes’in distant parts of the 
globe to which he has been a witness, and he will 
always feel gratified by the reflection of having been 
even an humble memorialist of a splendour and heroism 
so glorious to his country and his friends. 
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